Changes to the Javits Fellowship Program :

The Higher Education Opportunity Act 

 

The Higher Education Opportunity Act (Public Law 110-315) (HEOA) was enacted on August 14, 2008, and reauthorizes the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended (HEA).   The HEOA amended the legislation for the Jacob K. Javits Fellowship Program with regard to Interruptions of Study and the qualifications of members of the Jacob K. Javits Fellowship Program Board.

Section 701 (c) of the HEA states that:

The institution of higher education may allow a fellowship recipient to interrupt periods of study for a period not to exceed 12 months for the purpose of work, travel, or independent study away from the campus, if such independent study is supportive of the fellowship recipient's academic program and shall continue payments for those 12-month periods during which the student is pursuing travel or independent study supportive of the recipient's academic program.

The HEOA amends this paragraph by adding the following:

In the case of other exceptional circumstances, such as active duty military service or personal or family member illness, the institution of higher education may also permit the fellowship recipient to interrupt periods of study for the duration of the tour of duty (in the case of military service) or for not more than 12 months (in any other case), but without payment of the stipend.

 

The HEOA also changes the language relating to the qualifications of Jacob K. Javits Fellowship Board members.  In addition to giving “due consideration to the appointment of individuals who are highly respected in the academic community”, and ensuring “that individuals appointed to the Board are broadly representative of a range of disciplines in graduate education in arts, humanities, and social sciences”, the HEOA requires that the Secretary also  “appoint members who represent the various geographic regions of the United States” and “ensure that such individuals include representatives from institutions that are eligible for one or more of the grants under title III or V.”  The programs under titles III and V provide support to institutions  serving minority and low-income students.

 

