IRIS Comments and Responses
March 18, 2010

Commenter:  Denise Gardner, Indiana University
Comment:  The Instructor Assessment file contains some grammatical errors.
Response:  An updated file was created after the 60 comment period but apparently was not viewable for the 30 day comment period.  The pronouns have been corrected.
Comment:  The questionnaire of speaking and listening sections should be separate, since we have separate ILR guidelines for these two different language skills. It’s quite possible that some students may belong to Level 2+ for speaking, but Level 2 for listening.
Response:  The instructor will only assess Speaking abilities.
Comment:  The commenter questioned the inclusion of a Writing section in the Instructor’s Assessment.
Response:  The student will self assess in Speaking, Reading, and Listening.  There is no Writing section.  It was inadvertently included in the Instructor’s Assessment and has been removed.
Comment:  This evaluation instrument may be appropriate for self-assessment but not for instructor evaluation of students. It seems to consist of too much detailed and broad descriptions of students’ language use performance so that instructors will have a hard time answering these questions accurately, particularly at the beginning of the program. We are especially concerned that this evaluation tool may not be appropriate for use as a pre-test for instructors evaluating their students at an intensive summer program, where the program is only six or eight weeks in duration and the instructor has no prior knowledge of the students’ incoming levels.
Eventually, it would be helpful for FLAS centers and instructors to know what cutoff points you will use to translate these yes/no answers into ILR levels.
Response:  The Instructor Assessment is a new function in IRIS in response to the need for professional performance data in addition to the student’s self assessment.  IEPS is implementing the ILR Speaking assessment as a way to collect instructor feedback on student performance.  Given this is a new instrument, IEPS looks forward to working with the foreign language community and receiving feedback in order to continue to improve its measures of program effectiveness.  The Department is a member of the ILR and feels this is an appropriate instrument for this task and will conduct on-going assessments of the results and make modifications, if necessary.
