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According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB number.  The valid OMB control number of this information collection is _________.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data needed, and complete and review the information collection.  If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimates(s) or suggestion for improving this form, please write to: U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC  20202-4651.  If you have comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual submission of this form, write directly to:

Policy and Program Studies Service, Office of the Under Secretary, US Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue SW, Room 6W203, Washington, DC 20202-8240.

Dear District Official,

Thank you for your district’s participation in the Flexing Federal Dollars Study (FFDS).  

Purpose of Study:  To evaluate and understand the ways in which school districts are using the provisions for enhanced flexibility over the use of federal education funding authorized under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).

Sponsor: The study is being conducted by the Education Policy Center of the Urban Institute under a contract from the US Department of Education. 

Confidentiality:  All information collected will be confidential. We will not provide information that identifies you or your district to anyone outside the study team, except as required by law.

Response Burden: This survey should require approximately 30 minutes of your time.

Benefits: Your participation will help inform policy makers and educators at the local, state, and national level about the implementation of the flexibility provisions of No Child Left Behind. 

More Information:   For questions or more information about this study, you may contact the FFDS study team at ffds@ui.urban.org.  
Important:  This survey addresses a number of topics, which may be the responsibility of different administrators within your district.  Therefore, you may need to request the assistance of other officials within your district to fully respond to the questions in this survey.  Below, please indicate the titles of any district administrators (including yourself) who assisted with the completion of this survey.

	Job Title
	Number of Years in this position

	1)


	

	2)


	

	3)


	

	4)


	


Thank you for your cooperation in this very important effort!

PART I:   General Information

	
	

	
	Students


[image: image1.wmf] 

 

1.
Around the first of October 2004, what was the total number of students enrolled in grades preK-12 in your district?     


Fill in number of students.  

2.
In the spaces below, please indicate the total amount of revenues your school district received from the following sources for the 2004-05 school year?     
Fill in dollar amounts.  
	
	
	

	a.
Federal Sources
	
	dollars

	
	
	

	b.
State Sources
	
	dollars

	
	
	

	c.
Local Sources
	
	dollars


3.
How familiar are you with the following provision for flexibility over the use of federal funding authorized under No Child Left Behind?     
Mark one response in each row.  
	
	Not at all Familiar
	Familiar with  Name only
	Somewhat Familiar
	Very Familiar

	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	a.
Title I Schoolwide Programs

High-poverty schools may integrate Title I with other funds 
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.
Transferability

Districts may transfer funds among a set of eligible federal programs 
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.
REAP-Flex 

Small rural districts may consolidate funding from certain federal sources
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d.
Consolidation 

Districts may consolidate administrative costs for federal programs
	(
	(
	(
	(

	e
Waivers or Ed-Flex

District may be exempted from certain ESEA requirements by Secretary of Education or State 
	(
	(
	(
	(


4.
For each kind of flexibility, please indicate whether your district obtained information about that program from the following sources.  If you did not receive any information about a particular form of flexibility, please mark “No information” in the final row.     





    
	
	Type of NCLB Flexibility

Mark all responses that apply in each column.    



	Information Sources
	Schoolwide 

Title I
	Transferability
	REAP-Flex
	Consolidation
	Waivers/

Ed-Flex

	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	a.
U.S. Department of Education web site or publications 


(e.g., regulations, program guidance)
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.
Direct communication with staff from U.S. Department of Education 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.
Workshop or Information session (e.g., training for Title I coordinators)
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d.
Information or technical assistance provided by SEA 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	e.
Professional organizations (e.g., AASA or Council of Chief State Officers)
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	f.
Other Sources  (specify:______________________)
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	g.
No Information
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


5.
During this school year (2004-05), has your district used any of the following types of funding flexibility under No Child Left Behind?  Please mark either “yes” or “no” for each kind of flexibility     
    Mark one response in each row.  
	
	Used by district in 2004-05

	Type of NCLB Flexibility
	No
	Yes

	
	(
	(

	a.
Title I Schoolwide Programs 
	(
	(

	b.
Transferability 
	(
	(

	c.
REAP-Flex 
	(
	(

	d.
Consolidation 
	(
	(

	e
Waivers or Ed-Flex 
	(
	(


PART II:   About Transferability

The following set of questions asks specifically about the Transferability provision of No Child Left Behind. 

	(
	No

	(
	Yes


6.
Has your district used Transferability in prior years?     






Mark one response.  
7.
Thinking specifically about Transferability, how useful did you find the following sources for informing your decision about whether or not to use Transferability this school year?  If you did not receive any information about a particular form of flexibility, please mark “No information” in the final column.    



Mark one response in each row.
	
	How useful was the information source



	Information Sources
	Not at all  Useful
	Somewhat Useful
	Very 

Useful
	No Information

	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	a.
U.S. Department of Education web site or publications 
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.
Direct communication with U.S. Department of Education staff  
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.
Workshop or Information session 
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d.
Information or technical assistance provided by SEA 
	(
	(
	(
	(

	e.
Professional organizations 
	(
	(
	(
	(

	f.
Other Sources  (specify:______________________)
	(
	(
	(
	(


8.
Districts planning to use the Transferability provision notify their SEA in writing of the intent to do so.  However, some of those districts may not actually end up making use of the authority.  Which of the following best describes your district’s status for the 2004-05 school year?     
Mark one response.  
	(
	Notified SEA and used Transferability
	
	SKIP  to Question 14

	(
	Notified SEA but did not use Transferability
	
	Go to next Question

	(
	Did not notify SEA and not using Transferability
	
	Go to next Question


9.
Were any of the following considerations reasons that your district is not using Transferability this school year?      
Mark one response in each row.  
	
	Influence on Decision


	Consideration
	No 

Influence
	Minor 

Influence
	Major

Influence

	
	(
	(
	(

	a.
Was not aware of the Transferability provision
	(
	(
	(

	b.
Did not have enough information about Transferability to make an informed decision
	(
	(
	(

	c.
Amount of district funds in applicable categories too small for desired uses
	(
	(
	(

	d.
District already has enough flexibility over use of funds without Transferability
	(
	(
	(

	e.
District is not making adequate yearly progress (AYP) , so cannot use Transferability
	(
	(
	(

	f.
District was told by SEA that could not use Transferability (for reason other than failing to make AYP)
	(
	(
	(

	g.
Necessary accounting requirements would be burdensome
	(
	(
	(

	h.
Concerned about possibility of accounting audit 
	(
	(
	(


	(
	Yes

	(
	No

	(
	Not sure


10.
Is your district planning to use Transferability next year?     






Mark one response.  
Please read the following brief description of the Transferability provision of No Child Left Behind. 

	Description of Transferability 

The Transferability provision of NCLB allows local educational agencies to transfer up to 50 percent of existing formula-based funds among certain federal programs in order to use these resources more effectively.  The eligible programs are: 

· Title II Part A
Improving Teacher Quality State Grants 

· Title II Part D
Educational Technology State Grants

· Title IV Part A
Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities 

· Title V Part A
State Grants for Innovative Programs 

· Funds can also be transferred into but not out of   Title I Part A  

Transferred funds must be used in accordance with the rules and requirements with the receiving program.  Districts identified as in need of improvement under NCLB for failure to make AYP may transfer only 30 percent of funds from eligible programs for use in improvement efforts.  School districts identified for corrective action may not exercise Transferability.  




11.
Based on the description of Transferability above, consider the following hypothetical changes to the terms of the provision.  How would each of these conditions affect your interest of pursuing Transferability?
     
Mark one response in each row.  
	
	Effect on Interest in Pursuing Transferability


	Hypothetical Change 
	Less 

Interest
	No Effect 

on Interest
	Somewhat More interest
	Much More Interest

	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	a.
If additional funding was provided to participating districts
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.
If a larger set of federal programs could  “donate” funds
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.
If a larger set of programs could “receive” applicable funds
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d.
If funds were not restricted by the rules and regulations of the receiving program

	(
	(
	(
	(

	e.
 If a greater proportion of funds in applicable programs could be used 
	(
	(
	(
	(

	f.
If the terms of participation were not affected by a district’s AYP status
	(
	(
	(
	(

	g.
If accounting requirements were relaxed or assistance was offered to maintain necessary records
	(
	(
	(
	(

	h.
Other change (specify:_____________________________)
	(
	(
	(
	(


12.
Suppose now that your district was using Transferability this school year.  How, would use of this provision affect the way you allocate federal funds across applicable program categories? 

 In the first column below please indicate the amount of funding your district received for the 2004-05 school year.  If your district did not received funds for a particular category, please enter “0” (zero).  In the second column please enter the amount of funds you would allocate to those program activities after using Transferability.  

Note the funds applied to Title I Part A activities cannot be lower after using Transferability.  Please refer to the description of above for guidelines regarding the use of funds under this provision.     
 
	Funding Category 
	Actual Allocation for the 

2004-05 School Year

(in dollars)
	
	Desired Allocation after 

exercising Transferability

(in dollars)

	
	(
	
	(

	Title I Part A

Improving the Achievement of Disadvantaged Children
	
	
	

	Title II Part A

Improving Teacher Quality State Grants 
	
	
	

	Title II Part D

Educational Technology State Grants
	
	
	

	Title IV Part A

Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities 
	
	
	

	Title V Part A

State Grants for Innovative Programs 
	
	
	


13.
Suppose again that your district was using Transferability this school year.  How would this flexibility be used to strategically target activities to better support your local needs?  For each of the activities or priorities below, please indicate how Transferability would influence the areas district emphasizes compared to your current expenditure patterns.  ?     
Mark one response in each row.  
	
	Effect of Transferability on Activities

	Activity or Priority
	Less 

Emphasis
	Same 

Emphasis
	More 

Emphasis

	
	(
	(
	(

	Instructional Staff and Support
	
	
	

	a.
Teachers
	(
	(
	(

	b.
Teacher Aides or Paraprofessionals
	(
	(
	(

	c.
Instructional Specialists
	(
	(
	(

	d.
Student Support Staff (e.g., guidance counselor, social worker, nurse)
	(
	(
	(

	e.
Professional Development
	(
	(
	(

	f.
Instructional Materials
	(
	(
	(

	g.
Pupil Technology
	(
	(
	(

	School Improvement Activities
	
	
	

	h.
District-wide Programs (overall)
	(
	(
	(

	i.
Initiatives Target at Particular Schools in your district
	(
	(
	(

	Initiatives Target at Particular Levels   
	
	
	

	j.
Kindergarten and pre-K
	(
	(
	(

	k.
Elementary Grades
	(
	(
	(

	l.
Middle Grades
	(
	(
	(

	m.
Secondary Grades
	(
	(
	(

	Initiatives Targeted at Particular Student Groups
	
	
	

	n.
Racial and ethnic minorities
	(
	(
	(

	o.
Low-income students
	(
	(
	(

	p.
Students with disabilities
	(
	(
	(

	q.
Limited English Proficiency (LEP) students
	(
	(
	(

	r.
Migrant Students
	(
	(
	(

	s.
Gender groups (male/female)
	(
	(
	(

	Initiatives Targeted at Particular Subject Areas or Outcomes
	
	
	

	t.    English/Language Arts
	(
	(
	(

	u.
Mathematics
	(
	(
	(

	v.
Science
	(
	(
	(

	w.
Attendance Rates
	(
	(
	(

	x.
Graduation Rates
	(
	(
	(

	y.
Other
	(
	(
	(

	    
	(
	(
	(

	Other Programs 
	
	
	

	z.
Extended-Time Programs (e.g., before- or after-school, weekend)
	(
	(
	(

	aa.
Summer Programs
	(
	(
	(

	ab.
Supplemental Educational Services Provided under Title I
	(
	(
	(

	ac.
Transportation for Title I School Choice Participants
	(
	(
	(


You have completed the survey.

Thank You!

14.
Please describe the way in which your district’s use of Transferability has affected the way you allocate federal funds across applicable program categories.  

 In the first column below please indicate the amount of funding your district was originally allocated for the 2004-05 school year.  If your district did not received funds for a particular category, please enter “0” (zero).  In the second column please enter the amount of funds allocate to those program activities after using Transferability.  

Note the funds applied to Title I Part A activities cannot be lower after using Transferability.  Please refer to the description of above for guidelines regarding the use of funds under this provision.     
 
	Funding Category 
	Initial Allocation for the 

2004-05 School Year

(in dollars)
	
	Allocation after 

exercising Transferability

(in dollars)

	
	(
	
	(

	Title I Part A

Improving the Achievement of Disadvantaged Children
	
	
	

	Title II Part A

Improving Teacher Quality State Grants 
	
	
	

	Title II Part D

Educational Technology State Grants
	
	
	

	Title IV Part A

Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities 
	
	
	

	Title V Part A

State Grants for Innovative Programs 
	
	
	


15.
How closely is your strategy for allocating funding using Transferability linked to plans for improving student performance in your district?  Please select the option below that best describes your situation.     
Instruction for response.  
	(
	Transferability is formally linked  to official district improvement or accountability plans 

	(
	Transferability is aligned with improvement or accountability goals but not explicitly linked 

	(
	Transferability is not at all coordinated  with improvement or accountability plans


16.
How has Transferability affected your district’s ability to strategically target activities to better support your local needs?  For each of the activities or priorities below, please indicate how Transferability influenced the areas district emphasizes compared to what it would have been in the absence of Transferability.   

  
Mark one response in each row.  

	
	Effect of Transferability on Activities

	Activity or Priority
	Less 

Emphasis
	Same 

Emphasis
	More 

Emphasis

	
	(
	(
	(

	Instructional Staff and Support
	
	
	

	a.
Teachers
	(
	(
	(

	b.
Teacher Aides or Paraprofessionals
	(
	(
	(

	c.
Instructional Specialists
	(
	(
	(

	d.
Student Support Staff (e.g., guidance counselor, social worker, nurse)
	(
	(
	(

	e.
Professional Development
	(
	(
	(

	f.
Instructional Materials
	(
	(
	(

	g.
Pupil Technology
	(
	(
	(

	School Improvement Activities
	
	
	

	h.
District-wide Programs (overall)
	(
	(
	(

	i.
Initiatives Target at Particular Schools in your district
	(
	(
	(

	Initiatives Target at Particular Levels   
	
	
	

	j.
Kindergarten and pre-K
	(
	(
	(

	k.
Elementary Grades
	(
	(
	(

	l.
Middle Grades
	(
	(
	(

	m.
Secondary Grades
	(
	(
	(

	Initiatives Targeted at Particular Student Groups
	
	
	

	n.
Racial and ethnic minorities
	(
	(
	(

	o.
Low-income students
	(
	(
	(

	p.
Students with disabilities
	(
	(
	(

	q.
Limited English Proficiency (LEP) students
	(
	(
	(

	r.
Migrant Students
	(
	(
	(

	s.
Gender groups (male/female)
	(
	(
	(

	Initiatives Targeted at Particular Subject Areas or Outcomes
	
	
	

	t.    English/Language Arts
	(
	(
	(

	u.
Mathematics
	(
	(
	(

	v.
Science
	(
	(
	(

	w.
Attendance Rates
	(
	(
	(

	x.
Graduation Rates
	(
	(
	(

	y.
Other
	(
	(
	(

	    
	(
	(
	(

	Other Programs 
	
	
	

	z.
Extended-Time Programs (e.g., before- or after-school, weekend)
	(
	(
	(

	aa.
Summer Programs
	(
	(
	(

	ab.
Supplemental Educational Services Provided under Title I
	(
	(
	(

	ac.
Transportation for Title I School Choice Participants
	(
	(
	(


17.
On a scale of 1 to 5, how much do you think Transferability with help your district meet its goals in the following areas?    Mark one response in each row.

	Goal
	No 

help
	
	A great deal of help

	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	a.
More effectively allocating federal funds
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.
Meeting performance goals for students as a whole
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.
Targeting efforts to particular student groups or outcomes
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


	(
	Yes

	(
	No

	(
	Not sure


18.
Is your district planning to use Transferability next year?     






Mark one response.  
19.
Whether or not your district plans to use Transferability next year, please think about the features of this provision may contribute to its effectiveness.  A series of hypothetical changes to Transferability are listed below.  For each of these conditions please indicate how you think the change would affect the effectiveness of Transferability.     
Mark one response in each row.  
	
	Impact  on Effectiveness of Transferability


	Hypothetical Change 
	Less 

Effective
	No Change

in Effectiveness 
	Somewhat More Effective
	Much More 

Effective

	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	a.
If additional funding was provided to participating districts
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.
If a larger set of federal programs could  “donate” funds
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.
If a larger set of programs could “receive” applicable funds
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d.
If funds were not restricted by the rules and regulations of the receiving program

	(
	(
	(
	(

	e.
 If a greater proportion of funds in applicable programs could be used 
	(
	(
	(
	(

	f.
If the terms of participation were not affected by a district’s AYP status
	(
	(
	(
	(

	g.
If accounting requirements were relaxed or assistance was offered to maintain necessary records
	(
	(
	(
	(

	h.
Other change (specify:_____________________________)
	(
	(
	(
	(


You have completed the survey.

Thank You!

10
1
                 

