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FROM:

Robert Lerner





Commissioner

National Center for Education Statistics

SUBJECT:
Request for Emergency Clearance for PIRLS (1850-0755)

DATE:

October 18, 2004

This is a request for emergency OMB clearance for the sampling and recruitment activities for the field test for the international surveys, Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS)(1850-0755).  Clearance is requested by November 10.  The emergency clearance is necessary in order to comply with the international standard for field testing prior to full scale survey work.   If this work of sampling and recruitment of school participants doesn’t commence in November it will delay the field test itself.  This would potentially result in not being able to carry out the field test this school year.   The main study itself is scheduled for next school year, 2005/2006.  Because of the requirement for field testing, the potential harm is that the U.S. may not be able to participate in the study.  The U.S. is one of the major participating and supporting countries involved in the international assessment activities represented by the PIRLS.  International activities like the PIRLS are mandated under the legislation authorizing the National Center for Education Statistics, the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, HR 3801.  The field test survey and assessment activities themselves will be conducted under regular clearance for which clearance packages have also been submitted.   

[image: image3.png]WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006—




