[DATE]

[NAME]

[SCHOOL DISTRICT]

[ADDRESS 1]

[ADDRESS 2]

[CITY, STATE  ZIP]

Dear [DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT]:

I am writing to inform your school district about two upcoming international studies:  the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) and the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS).  Both studies are sponsored in the United States by the National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education and conducted by RTI International (RTI), a non-profit research organization in North Carolina.

The PISA and PIRLS studies are designed to provide internationally comparable information about student performance in different academic subjects at different age and grade levels.  PISA is a study of 15-year-old students with a focus on science literacy, mathematics literacy, and reading literacy, and PIRLS is a study of reading literacy among 4th graders.  Students from over 40 countries will be participating in each study, including the United States. By comparing our students’ performance with that of students in other nations, we can see where we are successful and where we still face challenges in educating our youth.  

We ask your agency to support the participation of schools in your district in the PISA and PIRLS studies. Information about districts, students, and schools sampled for PISA and PIRLS are protected by the Privacy Act of 1974.  We will disclose the names of schools in each district only to the governing district for each school, and we ask that each district also maintain the confidentiality of the sampled schools in PISA and PIRLS.  The schools in your district which have been selected for the first phase are:  [LIST SCHOOLS HERE].

We will be conducting the first phase of the PISA and PIRLS studies between March and April 2005. The main study of PISA and PIRLS will take place in 2006. Study reports will not identify participating districts, schools, students, parents or individual staff.  More information about the studies and next steps can be found in the enclosed materials.  

Please let us know if there are specific district-level procedures that must be followed to collect data in the sampled schools.  Within a few days, a representative of RTI will call you to discuss any requirements and answer any questions that you may have.  In the meantime, if you have any questions please call Dr. Patricia J. Green at RTI at (877) 225-0771.  You may also contact Mariann Lemke at NCES for questions about PISA at (202) 502-7314 or Dr. Laurence Ogle at NCES for questions about PIRLS at (202) 502-7426.


Thank you for your support of PISA and PIRLS.


Sincerely,


[SIGNATURES]

