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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

National Center for Education Statistics


October 1, 2004

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Brian Harris-Kojetin
Through:
Edith McArthur and Kathy Axt
From: 

Chris Chapman and Gail Mulligan
Subject: 
Cover for final IMT/OMB clearance package for NHES:2005 
This request for IMT/OMB clearance for NHES:2005 was prepared after the NHES:2005 field test and describes the design and content of the full NHES:2005 data collection scheduled to begin on January 3rd 2005.  Clearance is needed by December 1st, 2004. 

In order to adhere to this schedule, complete analysis of the field test experience has not been completed.  In particular, analysis of mixed mode data collection operations has not been done.  This analysis is not central to the NHES:2005 collection since we do not have sufficient time to devise a sound mixed mode strategy and sample design before the NHES:2005 collection has to begin.  Though not part of this package, NCES will submit the results of the mixed mode field test study for IMT/OMB review when it is completed.  It will inform the design of NHES:2007.

To facilitate review, several points are listed below.

1.  This will be the first NHES collection that will use the updated race/ethnicity data collection strategy.  A probe was added for the race questions in the ECPP, ASPA, and AE interviews (PTB9 and AK4a) to help clarify situations where a person is Hispanic and another race (see pages 83 and 85 of the package).

2.  On page 85, there is a discussion of a new set of items intended to measure informal personal interest activities.  The items are in the AJJ1 series.  We inadvertently included the wrong version of the item on page A-173.  The correct version is shown in the reinterview items under RE4 on page A-186.

3.  The introductions to each of the surveys include a report of the estimated amount of time the interview will take.  These will be updated to reflect the average timings presented in table 1 of the clearance package (see pages A-71 and A-135).

4.  Consideration had been given to collecting full data only for primary arrangements in the ASPA interviews.  However, because of better than expected average timings, we plan to collect all data for each arrangement (the timings for ASPA are based on a CATI instrument that collected all data for each arrangement).  
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