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Glossary

National Public Education Financial Survey, 2004-2005

Average Daily Attendance: average resident attendance is defined by state law or regulations.  In the absence of such laws and regulations, average daily attendance (ADA) should be the sum of the counts of resident students attending public school each day of the school year, divided by the number of days school was in session during the school year.  Students who reside in one state and attend public school in another state should be counted in the state where they reside.

CCD:  the Common Core of Data, the National Center for Education Statistics – the primary database on public elementary and secondary education in the United States.  Data are collected annually from states' administrative records.

Community services:  a functional category of expenditures (line item number 3300) for such services as swimming pools, day care centers, and programs for the elderly. Community services expenditures reported in this publication are funds for the use of these services by public education students.  (Variable names: E81 and E82.)

Current expenditures:  comprise the functional categories instruction (1000), support services (2000), and non-instructional services (3000).  These are expenditures for the day-to-day operation of public elementary and secondary education, distinct from long-term expenditures and expenditures for other types of education.  Property expenditures are excluded from current expenditure subtotals.  (Subtotals STE1, STE2T, and STE3 sum to total TE5.)

Debt service:   a sub-function (5100) within the expenditure function other uses (5000).  It includes only long-term debt service (obligations exceeding one year).  (Variable names: E7A1 and E7A2.)

Direct program support:  expenditures made by state education agencies for, or on behalf of local education agencies.  The majority of these expenditures are for teacher's retirement funds, the rest include expenditures for textbooks, busing, and special programs such as education for disabled students.  Although states often report these expenditures in the appropriate function, these expenditures are sometimes lumped together under the heading direct program support, in which case NCES distributes them into function and object after consultation with state officials.  Direct program support for public elementary and secondary education is reported as zero on the data file.  (Variable names E4A1, E4A2, E4B1, E4B2, E4C1, E4C2, E4D, E4E1, E4E2, and subtotal STE4.  NOTE: STE4 does not include E4A2, E4B2, E4C2, E4D, and E4E2.)

Direct cost programs:  a category of expenditures for programs not part of public elementary and secondary education.  These programs include community colleges, adult education and non-public school support.  Variable names E9A, E9B, E9C, E9D, E91, and subtotal STE9.  NOTE: STE9 does not include E91.)

Employee benefits: one of six expenditure objects (line item 200).  It is for expenditures made in addition to gross salary that are not paid directly to employees. It includes amounts paid by, or on behalf of, an LEA for fringe benefits such as group insurance, social security contributions, retirement contributions, tuition reimbursements, unemployment compensation, worker's 

compensation, and other employee benefits (e.g., unused sick leave).  Variable names: E12, E222, E223, E224, E225, E226, E227, E228, E3A2 and E3B2.  Variables E222, E223, E224, E225, E226, E227, and E228 sum to TE22.)

Enterprise operations: a sub-function (3200) of  the function non-instructional services (3000).  Enterprise operations are activities that are financed, at least in part, by user charges, similar to a private business.  These operations are sometimes subsidized by local education agencies.  (Variable names: E3B11, E3B12, E3B13, E3B14, E3B2, E3B16, and subtotal E3B1.  NOTE: E3B1 does not include E3B2.)

Equipment:  an object subcategory (730) within the function facilities acquisition and construction services (4000), it includes the initial purchase of property items such as books for a newly constructed school or addition.   Replacement equipment is labeled property, and is reported by function.  (Variable name E63.)

Facilities acquisition and construction services:  an expenditure function (4000) that includes the acquisition of land and buildings; building construction, remodeling, and additions; the initial installation or extension of service systems and other built-in equipment; and site improvement.  (Variable names: E61, E62 and E63.)

Federal revenues:   are reported in four categories: 1) unrestricted and restricted Grants-in-Aid direct from the federal government, 2) unrestricted and restricted Grants-in-Aid direct through the state, 3) Grants-in-Aid through other intermediate agencies, and 4) other federal revenues (including payments in lieu of taxes).  (Variable names: R4A, R4B, R4C, R4D, and subtotal STR4.)

Food services:   a sub-function (3100) of  the function non-instructional services (3000).  Food services are activities that provide food to students and staff in a school or LEA.  These services include preparing and serving regular and incidental meals or snacks in connection with school activities as well as delivery of food to schools.  (Variable names: E3A11, E3A12, E3A13, E3A14, E3A2, E3A16, and subtotal E3A1.  NOTE: E3A1 does not include E3A2.)

Function:  a category of expenditure, defining the activity supported by the service or commodity bought.

General administration:  one of nine sub-functions (2300) within the expenditure function support services (2000).  It includes expenditures for the board of education and administration of Local Education Agencies.  (Variable names: E214, E224, E234, E244, E254, 264, and subtotal STE24.  NOTE: STE24 does not include E254.)

Instruction:  activity between teachers and students.  Instruction expenditures includes salaries and benefits for teachers and instructional aides, supplies, and purchased services such as instruction via television.  Tuition expenditures to other LEAs are also included here.  (Variables 

names: E11, E12, E13, E14, E15, E16, E17, E18, and subtotal STE1.  (Variables E15 and E17 are not included in the subtotal.)

Instructional staff support services:  one of nine sub-functions (2200) within the expenditure function support services (2000).  It includes instructional staff training, educational media (library and audiovisual), and other instructional staff support services.  (Variable names: E213, E223, E233, E243, E253, E263 and subtotal STE23.  NOTE: STE23 does not include E253.)

Intermediate sources of revenue:  are educational agencies with fund raising capabilities that operate between the state and local government levels. One example is New York's Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES).  (Variable name: R2.)

LEA:  local education agency, also called school district or board of education.

Local revenues:  funds produced within the boundaries of an LEA that are available for the use of the LEA.  These revenues include money collected by other government units for use by the LEA.  Local revenues include:  property taxes, non-property taxes, parent government contributions, student fees, and other local sources.  (Variables names: R1A, R1B, R1C, R1D, R1E, R1F, R1G, R1H, R1I, R1J, R1K, R1L, R1M, R1N, and subtotal STR1.  Variables R1F and R1H are not included in the subtotal.)

NPEFS:   the National Public Education Financial Survey, a component of the Common Core of Data (CCD) and the source of the data in this report.

Object:  a category of expenditure, defining the service or commodity bought.

Operations and maintenance:  one of nine sub-functions (2600) within the expenditure function support services (2000).  It includes expenditures for the supervision of operations and maintenance, operation of buildings, the care and upkeep of grounds and equipment, vehicle operations (other than student transportation) and maintenance, and security.  (Variable names: E216, E226, E236, E246, E256, E266, and subtotal STE26.  NOTE: STE26 does not include E256.)

Other support services: combines three of nine sub-functions (2500, 2800, and 2900).  It includes expenditures for business support services (activities concerned with the fiscal operation of the LEA), central support services (activities, other than general administration, which support each of the other instructional and supporting services programs; including planning, research, development, evaluation, information, and data processing services), and other support services expenditures not reported elsewhere.  (Variable names: E218, E228, E238, E248, E258, E268, and subtotal STE28.  NOTE: STE28 does not include E258.)
Pupils in membership:  the count of students on the current roll taken on the school day closest to October 1 by using either 1) the sum of original entries and reentries minus total withdrawals, or 2) the sum of the total present and the total absent.

Purchased services:  one of six expenditure objects.  It is for professional and technical services, and the renting of equipment.  (Variable names: E13, E232, E233, E234, E235, E236, E237, E238, E3A13, and E3B13.  Support services subtotal TE23 is the sum of E232, E233, E234, E235, E236, E237, and E238.)

Property:   one of six expenditure objects (line item 700).  Property includes expenditures for initial, additional, and replacement furniture and fixtures such as desks, file cabinets, computers, copying machines, printing equipment, and other equipment.  Property expenditures are not included in current expenditure subtotals.  (Variable names: E17, E252, E253, E254, E255, E256, E257, E258, E3A2, E3B2, E62, E63, E82, E91, and subtotal TE10.  Property variables are excluded from all totals and subtotals on the file except for variables TE25, TE10 and TE11.  Support services subtotal TE25 is the sum of: E252, E253, E254, E255, E256, E257, and E258.)

Revenue:  revenues are categorized by source as follows:  federal, state, intermediate government agencies, and local.

Salaries:  one of six expenditure objects (line item 100).  It includes the gross salaries of permanent and temporary staff on the payroll of LEAs including those substituting for permanent employees.  Salaries for full- and part-time staff are included along with overtime and salaries for staff on sabbatical leave.  Also included are supplemental amounts for additional duties such as coaching or supervising extracurricular activities, bus supervision, and summer school teaching.  (Variable names: E11, E212, E213, E214, E215, E216, E217, E218, E3A11, and E3B11.  Support services subtotal TE21 is the sum of: E212, E213, E214, E215, E216, E217, and E218.)

School administration:  one of nine sub-functions (2400) within the expenditure function support services (2000).  It includes expenditures for the office of the principal, full-time department chairpersons, and graduation expenses.  (Variables names: E215, E225, E235, E245, E255, E265 and subtotal STE25.  NOTE: STE25 does not include E255.)

State revenues:  revenues received by the LEA from the state are reported in a single total.  This total includes unrestricted grants-in-aid, restricted grants-in-aid, revenue in lieu of taxes, and payments for, or on behalf of, LEAs.  (Variable name:  R3.)

Student support services:  one of nine sub-functions (2100) within the expenditure function support services (2000).  It includes attendance and social work, guidance, health, psychological services, speech pathology, audiology, and other student support services.  (Variables names: E212, E222, E232, E242, E252, E262, and subtotal STE22.  NOTE: STE22 does not include E252.)

Student transportation:  one of nine sub-functions (2700) within the expenditure function support services (2000).  It includes expenses for the supervision, vehicle operation, monitoring, and vehicle servicing and maintenance associated with student transportation services.  

(Variables names: E217, E227, E237, E247, E257, E267, and subtotal STE27.  NOTE: STE27 does not include E257.) 

Supplies:   one of six expenditure objects (line item 600). Supplies are items that are consumed, worn out, or deteriorated through use, or items that lose their identity through fabrication or incorporation into different or more complex units or substances.  These include expenditures for general supplies; paper and other materials required for printing and copying; and books, periodicals, and reference materials.  (Variable names: E16, E242, E243, E244, E245, E246, E247, E248, E3A14, and E3B14.  Support services subtotal TE24 is the sum of: E242, E243, E244, E245, E246, E247, and E248.)

Support services:  an expenditure function (2000) divided into nine sub-functions:  student support services (2100), instructional staff support (2200), general administration support services (2300), school administration support services (2400), operations and maintenance (2600), student transportation support services (2700), and other support services (2500, 2800, 2900).  (Support Services subtotal STE2T is the sum of subtotals: STE22, STE23, STE24, STE25, STE26, STE27 and STE28.  STE2T is also the sum of subtotals: TE21, TE22, TE23, TE24 and TE26.)

Glossary

Nonfiscal Common Core of Data 2004-2005

For CCD to have comparable data across states, all states must abide by the same standard definitions when reporting on schools, students, and staff.  To ensure a common understanding, definitions for critical terms are presented below.  The glossary contains definitions for all variables and terms found on the CCD school, agency, or state files.  NB:  Race and ethnicity definitions are in agreement with 1997 OMB directive.  The CCD will follow 1997 definitions until informed that they can be changed. 

Alternative Education School

A public elementary/secondary school that addresses needs of students which typically cannot be met in a regular school; provides nontraditional education; serves as an adjunct to a regular school; and falls outside of the categories of regular, special education, or vocational education.

American Indian/Alaskan Native

A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America (including Central America), and who maintains tribal affiliation or community attachment. 

Asian/Pacific Islander

A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, or the Pacific Islands.  This area includes for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand,  Vietnam, Guam, the Philippine  Islands, Samoa, and other Pacific Islands.

Black

A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa.

Boundary Change

See "Operational Status, Agency" for definition.  Name of term was changed to “Operational Status, Agency,” after 1997-98.

Charter School

A school providing free public elementary and/or secondary education to eligible students under a specific charter granted by the state legislature or other appropriate authority, and designated by such authority to be a charter school.  Item was first collected in 1998-99.

Classroom Teacher

See "Teacher".

Consolidated Statistical Area (CSA)

If an area that qualifies as a metropolitan area (MA) has more than one million people, two or more core-based metropolitan statistical areas (CBSAs) may be defined within it.  Each CBSA consists of a large urbanized county or cluster of counties (cities and towns in New England) that demonstrate very strong internal economic and social links, in addition to close ties to other portions of the larger area.  When CBSA’s are established, the larger MA of which they are component parts is designated a consolidated statistical area (CSA).  CSAs and CBSA’s are established only where local governments favor such designations for a large MA.

Core Based Statistical Area (CBSA)

Each CBSA must contain at least one urban area of 10,000 or more population. Each metropolitan statistical area must have at least one urbanized area of 50,000 or more inhabitants. Each micropolitan statistical area must have at least one urban cluster of at least 10,000 but less than 50,000 population.

Under the standards, the county (or counties) in which at least 50 percent of the population resides within urban areas of 10,000 or more population, or that contain at least 5,000 people residing within a single urban area of 10,000 or more population, is identified as a "central county" (counties). Additional "outlying counties" are included in the CBSA if they meet specified requirements of commuting to or from the central counties. Counties or equivalent entities form the geographic "building blocks" for metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas throughout the United States and Puerto Rico.

Diploma, High School

A formal document certifying the successful completion of a secondary school program prescribed by the state education agency or other appropriate body.

Diploma Recipient

A student who has received a diploma during the previous school year or subsequent summer school.  This category  includes regular diploma recipients and other diploma recipients.

District Locale Code

A code based upon the school locale codes to indicate the location of the district in relation to populous areas.  (See also, “Large City”, “Mid-size City”, “Urban Fringe of Large City”, “Urban Fringe of Mid-Size City”, “Large Town”, “Small Town”, “Rural, outside CBSA”, and “Rural, inside CBSA”.)

Dropout

A student who was enrolled in school at some time during the previous school year; was not enrolled at the beginning of the current school year; has not graduated from high school or completed a state or district-approved educational program; and does not meet any of the following exclusionary conditions:  has transferred to another public school district, private school, or state- or district-approved educational program; is temporarily absent due to suspension or school-approved illness; or has died.  Item was first collected in 1992-93.

Education Agency

A government agency administratively responsible for providing public elementary and/or secondary instruction or educational support services.

Elementary

A general level of instruction classified by state and local practice as elementary, composed of any span of grades not above grade 8; preschool or kindergarten included only if it is an integral part of an elementary school or a regularly established school system.

English Language Learner (ELL)

“English Language Learner (ELL)” was formerly referred to as “Limited English Proficient (LEP).”  Students being served in appropriate programs of language assistance (e.g., English as a Second Language, High Intensity Language Training, bilingual education).  Does not include pupils enrolled in a class to learn a language other than English.  Also Limited-English-Proficient students are individuals who were not born in the United States or whose native language is a language other than English; or individuals who come from environments where a language other than English is dominant; or individuals who are American Indians and Alaskan Natives and who come from environments where a language other than English has had a significant impact on their level of English language proficiency; and who, by reason thereof, have sufficient difficulty speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English language, to deny such individuals the opportunity to learn successfully in classrooms where the language of instruction is English or to participate fully in our society.  Item was first collected in 1998-99. 

Federally-Operated Education Agency

A federally-operated agency that is charged, at least in part, with providing elementary and/or secondary instruction or support services.

Free Lunch Program

A program under the National School Lunch Act that provides cash subsidies for free lunches to students based on family size and income criteria.

Full-time Equivalency (FTE)

The amount of time required to perform an assignment stated as a proportion of a full-time position, and computed by dividing the amount of time employed by the time normally required for a full-time position.

General Education Development  (GED) Test

A comprehensive test used primarily to appraise the educational development of students who have not completed their formal high school education, and who may earn a high school equivalency certificate through achievement of satisfactory scores.

Grade Span Offered

The span of grades intended to be served by this school or agency, whether or not there are students currently enrolled in all grades.  If a high school also has a prekindergarten program, the grade span of the high school is reported as a high school, not as a PK-12 school.  For example, if a school has PK, 09, 10, 11, and 12 grades, the grade span will be reported as Grades 9 through 12 (0912).  Also, the ungraded designation (UG) cannot be used in a grade span unless the whole school is ungraded students, and in this case the grade span is reported as UGUG.  “Grade span” was calculated from school membership through 1997-98, and first collected as a separate item in 1998-99.

Graduate, High School

A high school graduate is defined as an individual who received a diploma recognizing the completion of secondary school requirements during the previous school year and subsequent summer school. It excludes high school equivalency and other high school completers (e.g., those granted a certificate of attendance).

Guidance Counselor/Director

Professional staff assigned specific duties and school time for any of the following activities in an elementary or secondary setting:  counseling with students and parents; consulting with other staff members on learning problems; evaluating student abilities; assisting students in making educational and career choices; assisting students in personal and social development; providing referral assistance; and/or working with other staff members in planning and conducting guidance programs for students.  The state applies its own standards in apportioning the aggregate of guidance counselors/ directors into the elementary and secondary level components.  

Head Start Program

A federally funded program that provides comprehensive educational, social, health, and nutritional services to low-income preschool children and their families, and children from ages 3 to school entry age (i.e., the age of compulsory school attendance).  Head Start students and teachers are reported on the CCD only when the program is administered by a local education agency.

High School Completion Count
A count of graduates and other high school completers including regular diploma recipients, other diploma recipients, and other high school completers.  (The State Nonfiscal Survey also includes high school equivalency recipients in high school completion counts.)

High School Equivalency Certificate

A formal document certifying that an individual met the state requirements for high school graduation equivalency by obtaining satisfactory scores on an approved examination, and meeting other performance requirements (if any) set by a state education agency or other appropriate body.

High School Equivalency Recipient

Individual age 19 years or younger who received a high school equivalency certificate during the previous school year or subsequent summer.  Item was last reported on the Local Education Agency Survey in 1990-91, but continues to be collected by the State Nonfiscal Survey.
High School Graduate, Regular Day School

A student who received a high school diploma during the previous school year or subsequent summer school; the diploma is based upon completion of high school requirements through traditional means.  Term was last used in 1986-87.  See, “Regular Diploma Recipient.”  

High School Graduate, Other Programs

A student who received a high school diploma, equivalency diploma, or other completion credential during the previous school year or subsequent summer school; the credential is based upon completion of other than the standard high school requirements or is achieved through nontraditional means.  Term was last used in1986-87.  See, “Other Diploma Recipient,” “High School Equivalency Recipient,” and “Other High School Completer.”

Hispanic

A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race.  

Individualized Educational Program (IEP)

A written instructional plan for students with disabilities designated as special education students under IDEA-Part B.  The written instructional plan includes a statement of present levels of educational performance of a child; statement of annual goals, including short-term instructional objectives; statement of specific educational services to be provided and the extent to which the child will be able to participate in regular educational programs; the projected date for initiation and anticipated duration of services; the appropriate objectives, criteria and evaluation procedures; and the schedules for determining, on at least an annual basis, whether instructional objectives are being achieved.

Instructional Aide

Staff member assigned to assist a teacher with routine activities associated with teaching, i.e., activities requiring minor decisions regarding students, such as monitoring, conducting rote exercises, operating equipment and clerking.  Includes only paid staff, and excludes volunteer aides.
Instructional Coordinators and Supervisors

Persons who supervise instructional programs at the school district or sub-district level; category includes educational television staff; coordinators and supervisors of audio-visual services; curriculum coordinators and in-service training staff; Title I coordinators and home economics supervisors; and staff engaged in the development of computer-assisted instruction. School-based department chairpersons are excluded.

Kindergarten

A group or class that is part of a public school program, and is taught during the year preceding first grade.

Large City

A principal city of a CSA or CBSA, with the city having a population greater than or equal to 250,000.  (See also “Locale Code”.)  Prior to 1994-95, “Large City” was defined as a principal city of a metropolitan area with a population of 400,000 or more, or a population density of at least 6,000 people per square mile.

Large Town 

An incorporated place or Census Designated Place (CDP) with a population greater than or equal to 25,000 and located outside a CBSA or CSA.  

Latitude

Latitude is the north or south angular distance from the equator that when combined with longitude, reflects an estimation of where the school is physically situated on the street segment to which it was coded.  Coordinate degrees, minutes, and seconds have been converted to and are displayed in terms of their decimal equivalent. The first 3 digits of the code represent the number of degrees from the equator; the last 6 digits represent the fraction of the next degree carried out to six decimal places, with an implied decimal.  For example, if a school’s latitude is 30 degrees, 30 minutes north then it is shown as 030500000.

Local Education Agency (LEA) Administrative Support Staff

All staff members who provide direct support to LEA administrators, business office support, and data processing.

LEA Administrator

Chief executive officer of the education agencies, including superintendents, deputies, and assistant superintendents; other persons with district-wide responsibilities: e.g., business managers, administrative assistants, and professional instructional support staff.  Exclude supervisors of instructional or student support staff.
Librarian

As professional staff member or supervisor assigned specific duties and school time for professional library services activities.  This includes selecting, acquiring, preparing, cataloguing, and circulating books and other printed materials; planning the use of the library by students, teachers, and instructional staff; and guiding individuals in use of library books and material maintained separately or as a part of an instructional materials center.

Library and Media Support Staff

Staff member who renders other professional library and media services; also includes library aides and those involved in library/media support. Duties include selecting, preparing, caring for, and making available to instructional staff, equipment, films, filmstrips, transparencies, tapes, TV programs, and similar materials maintained separately or as part of an instructional materials center. Also included are activities in the audio-visual center, TV studio, related-work-study areas, and services provided by audio-visual personnel.

Limited-English Proficient (LEP)

See "English Language Learner (ELL)".

Locale Code

Locale code is defined based on how the school is situated in a particular location relative to populous areas, based on the school's address.  (See also, “Large City”, “Mid-size City”, “Urban Fringe of Large City”, “Urban Fringe of Mid-Size City”, “Large Town”, “Small Town”, “Rural, outside CBSA”, and “Rural, inside CBSA”.)

Longitude

Longitude is the east or west angular distance from the prime meridian that when combined with latitude, reflects an estimation of where the school is physically situated on the street segment to which it was coded.  Coordinate degrees, minutes, and seconds have been converted to and are displayed in terms of their decimal equivalent.  The first 3 digits of the code represent the number of degrees from the prime meridian; the last 6 digits represent the fraction of the next degree carried out to six decimal places, with an implied decimal.  For example, if a school’s longitude is 90 degrees, 15 minutes west then it is shown as -090250000.

Magnet School or Program

A special school or program designed to attract students of different racial/ethnic backgrounds for the purpose of reducing, preventing or eliminating racial isolation (50 percent or more minority enrollment); and/or to provide an academic or social focus on a particular theme (e.g., science/math, performing arts, gifted/talented, or foreign language).  Item was first collected in 1998-99.

Media Specialist

Directors, coordinators, and supervisors of media centers. See “Library and Media Support Staff”.

Membership

The count of students on the current roll taken on the school day closest to October 1, by using either:  the sum of original entries and re-entries minus total withdrawals; or the sum of the total present and the total absent.

Metropolitan Status (Metro Status) 

Metro status is defined as the classification of an education agency's service area relative to an CBSA.  (See also Metropolitan Statistical Area.)

Metropolitan Areas (MA)

Term refers collectively to CSAs, CBSAs, and New England County Metropolitan Areas.  The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) defines new MAs and revises definitions of existing MAs by applying published standards to decennial census data. 

Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA)

An area consisting of one or more contiguous counties (cities and towns in New England) that contain a core area with a large population nucleus, as well as adjacent communities having a high degree of economic and social integration with that core.  
Mid-size City

A central city of a CBSA or CSA, with the city having a population less than 250,000..  (See also “Locale Code”.)  Prior to 1994-95, term was defined as a central city of a metropolitan area with a population less than 400,000 and a population density less than 6,000 people per square mile.

Migrant Student

 Defined under 34 CFR 200.40:  1) (a) Is younger than 22 (and has not graduated from high school or does not hold a high school equivalency certificate), but (b), if the child is too young to attend school-sponsored educational programs, is old enough to benefit from an organized instructional program; and 2) A migrant agricultural worker or a migrant fisher or has a parent, spouse, or guardian who is a migrant agricultural worker or a migrant fisher; and 3) Performs, or has a parent, spouse, or guardian who performs qualifying agricultural or fishing employment as a principal means of livelihood; and 4) Has moved within the preceding 36 months to obtain or to accompany or join a parent, spouse, or guardian to obtain, temporary or seasonal employment in agricultural or fishing work; and 5) Has moved from one school district to another; or in a state that is comprised of a single school district, has moved from one administrative area to another within such district; or resides in a school district of more than 15,000 square miles, and migrates a distance of 20 miles or more to a temporary residence to engage in a fishing activity.  (Provision 5 currently applies only to Alaska.)  Item was first collected in 1998-99.

Officials and Administrators

Chief executive officers of the education agencies, including superintendents, deputies, and assistant superintendents; and other persons with district-wide responsibilities, such as business managers, administrative assistants, etc.

Operational Status, Agency

Classification of changes in an education agency’s boundaries or jurisdiction.  Classifications include no change; closed with no effect on another agency’s boundaries; new agency with no effect on another agency’s boundaries; added; significant change in geographical boundaries or instructional responsibility; temporarily closed and may reopen within three years; scheduled to be operational within two years.  Prior to 1998-99 the term “Boundary Change” was used.

Operational Status, School 

Classification of the operational condition of a school.  Classifications include currently operational; closed; new; added; changed agency; temporarily closed and may reopen within three years; scheduled to be operational within two years.

Other Diploma Recipient

A student who received a diploma through other than a regular school program during the previous school year or subsequent summer.  Last reported in 1997-98; combined with  “Regular Diploma Recipient” in 1998-99 with both categories reported as  "Diploma Recipient".

Other High School Completer

Student who has received a certificate of attendance or other certificate of completion in lieu of a diploma during the previous school year and subsequent summer school.

Other Support Staff

Staff who serve in a support capacity and who are not included in the categories of central office administrative support, library support, student support, or school administrative support; e.g., data processing staff, bus drivers, and health, building and equipment maintenance, security, and cafeteria workers.

Prekindergarten Student

Students who is enrolled in a group or class that is part of a public school program taught during the year or years preceding kindergarten, excluding Head Start students unless part of an authorized public education program of a local education agency.

Prekindergarten Teacher

Teacher of a group or class that is part of a public school program, and which is taught during the year or years preceding kindergarten; includes teachers of Head Start students if part of authorized public education program of an LEA.

Principal City

The largest city in each metropolitan or micropolitan statistical area is designated a "principal city." Additional cities qualify if specified requirements are met concerning population size and employment. The title of each metropolitan or micropolitan statistical area consists of the names of up to three of its principal cities and the name of each state into which the metropolitan or micropolitan statistical area extends. Titles of metropolitan divisions also typically are based on principal city names but in certain cases consist of county names. (See also “Locale Code”.)

Public School

An institution that provides educational services and has one or more grade groups (PK-12), or which is ungraded; has one or more teachers to give instruction; is located in one or more buildings; has an assigned administrator; receives public funds as primary support; and is operated by an education agency.

Reduced-Price Lunch Student

A student who is eligible to participate in the Reduced-Price Lunch Program under the National School Lunch Act.  (See also, “Free Lunch Eligible.”)

Regional Education Service Agency

Agency providing services to a variety of local education agencies, or a county superintendent serving the same purposes.

Regular Diploma Recipient

See "High School Graduate, Regular Day School". Last reported in 1997-98; combined with  “Other Diploma Recipient” in 1998-99 with both categories reported as  "Diploma Recipient".

Regular School

A public elementary/secondary school that does not focus primarily on vocational, special, or alternative education.

Rural

Any incorporated place, Census designated place, or non-place territory not defined by the Census Bureau as an urbanized area or urban cluster.  From 1998-99 onward, the category was separated into “Rural, Inside CBSA” and “Rural, Outside CBSA.”

Rural, inside CBSA

Any incorporated place, Census designated place, or non-place territory within a CMSA or MSA and defined as rural by the Census Bureau.  Category represents a subset of “Rural,” and was introduced in 1998-99. (See also “Locale Code”.)

Rural, outside CBSA

Any incorporated place, Census designated place, or non-place territory not within a CMSA or MSA and defined as rural by the Census Bureau.  Category represents a subset of “Rural,” and was introduced in 1998-99.  (See also “Locale Code”.)

School Administrative Support Staff

Staff whose activities are concerned with support of the teaching and administrative duties of the office of the principal or department chairpersons; this includes clerical staff and secretaries.

School Administrator

Staff member whose activities are concerned with directing and managing the operation of a particular school, including principals, assistant principals, other assistants; and those who supervise school operations, assign duties to staff members, supervise and maintain the records of the school, coordinate school instructional activities with those of the education agency, including department chairpersons.

School District

An educational agency or administrative unit that operates under a public board of education.

Secondary

The general level of instruction classified by state and local practice as secondary and composed of any span of grades beginning with the next grade following the elementary grades and ending with or below grade 12. 

Shared Time School

A school offering vocational/technical education or other education services, in which some or all students are enrolled at a separate “home” school and attend the shared-time school on a part-day basis, e.g., a regional vocational center that enrolls (or serves) students from multiple home schools on a part-day basis.
Small Town

An incorporated place or Census Designated Place (CDP) with population less than 25,000 and greater than or equal to 2,500 and located outside a CBSA or CSA.  (See also “Locale Code”.)

Special Education School

A public elementary/secondary school that focuses primarily on special education; including instruction for any of the following: autism, deaf-blindness, developmental delay, hearing impairment, mental retardation, multiple disabilities, orthopedic impairment, serious emotional disturbance, specific learning disability, speech or language impairment, traumatic brain injury, visually impairment, and other health impairments; and which adapts curriculum, materials or instruction for students served.

State Education Agency (SEA)

An agency of the state charged with primary responsibility for coordinating and supervising public instruction including setting of standards for elementary and secondary instructional programs.

State-Operated Agency

Agency that is charged, at least in part, with providing elementary and/or secondary instruction or support services. Examples include elementary/secondary programs operated by the state for the deaf or blind; and programs operated by state correctional facilities.

Student 

An individual for whom instruction is provided in an elementary or secondary education program that is not an adult education program and is under the jurisdiction of a school, school system, or other education institution.

Student Support Services Staff

Staff member whose activities are concerned with the direct support of students; and who nurture, but do not instruct, students.  Includes attendance officers; staff providing health, psychology, speech pathology, audiology, or social services; and supervisors of the preceding staff and of health, transportation, and food service workers.

Supervisory Union

An educational agency where administrative services are performed for more than one school district by a common superintendent.

Teacher

An individual who provides instruction to prekindergarten, kindergarten, grades 1 through 12, or ungraded classes; or individuals who teach in an environment other than a classroom setting; and who maintain daily student attendance records.

Title I Eligible School

A school designated under appropriate state and federal regulations as being eligible for participation in programs authorized by Title I of Public Law 103-382.  Item was first collected in 1998-99.

Title I School-wide Program

A school in which all the pupils in a school are designated under appropriate state and federal regulations as being eligible for participation in programs authorized by Title I of Public Law 103-382.  Item was first collected in 1998-99.

Ungraded Student

Individual assigned to class or program that does not have standard grade designations.

Urban Fringe

A closely settled area, contiguous to a principal city, outside a principal city; with a minimum population of 2,500 inhabitants; with a population density of at least 1,000 per square mile; and has a Census Urbanized Area Code.  (See also “Locale Code”.)

Urban Fringe of a Large City

Any incorporated place, Census designated place, or non-place territory within a CBSA or CSA of a “Large City” and defined as urban by the Census Bureau.  Prior to 1994-95, defined as any incorporated place, Census designated place, or non-place territory within a CBSA or CSA and defined as urban by the Census Bureau, with a principal city with a population of 4000,000 or more or a population density of at least 6,000 people per square mile.  (See also “Locale Code”.)

Urban Fringe of a Mid-size City

Any incorporated place, Census Designated Place (CDP), or non-place territory within a CBSA or CSA of a Mid-size City and defined as urban by the Census Bureau.  Prior to 1994-95, defined as any incorporated place, Census designated place, or non-place territory within a CBSA or CSA and defined as urban by the Census Bureau, with a principal city with a population less than 4000,000 or a population density less than 6,000 people per square mile.  (See also “Locale Code”.)

Urbanized Area

An area with a population concentration of at least 50,000; generally consisting of a principal city and the surrounding, closely settled, contiguous territory and with a population density of at least 1,000 inhabitants per square mile.

Vocational Education School

A school that focuses primarily on providing secondary students with an occupationally relevant or career-related curriculum, including formal preparation for vocational, technical, or professional occupations. 

White

A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa.

