The National Indian Education Study

Introduction

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) will conduct the National Indian Education Study (NIES) in 2005 for the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Indian Education (OIE). The study was designed in consultation with a technical review panel composed of American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN) educators and researchers from across the country. This federally funded study, the first of its kind, is an effort to further the policy of the United States to continue the trust relationship with and fulfill the responsibility to the Native American people for the education of their children. It will focus on both the academic achievement and educational experiences of AI/AN students in the fourth and eighth grades. The goal of the study is to describe the condition of education of AI/AN students in the United States. This activity is part of a collaborative effort between state and local educational agencies, Indian tribes and organizations, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) to ensure that programs serving AI/AN children are of the highest quality and meet their unique culturally-related academic needs. 

The two-part study—assessment and survey—is designed to provide information to help states, schools, and parents develop educational programs that ensure AI/AN students meet the same challenging academic standards as all other students in this country. The instrument, administrative procedures, and notification processes that will be used in the 2005 study were field tested in 2004. 



What is involved for school staff and students in the 2005 study?

In January 2005, for Part I of the study, all AI/AN students from each selected school will take the 90-minute NAEP assessment. As a component of the NAEP assessment, the assessed students and their teacher and principal will be asked to complete a background questionnaire. The NAEP background questionnaire should not be confused with the Indian Education Survey. The NAEP background questions are not designed to specifically focus on Indian education.

Starting in April 2005, for Part II of the study, all AI/AN students in selected schools will complete the Indian Education Survey. The student survey takes 10–15 minutes to complete; the teacher’s and principal's surveys take about 20–25 minutes to complete.

School staff most familiar with sampled students with disabilities (SD) and/or limited-English-proficient (LEP) students will be asked to complete a questionnaire and determine the appropriate accommodations, if any, needed for the assessment.

Although trained staff from an NCES contractor will supervise the field operation, selected schools will be asked to designate a staff member to serve as their school coordinator. Designated field staff will conduct the NAEP assessments in all schools. Although field staff will administer the Indian Education Survey in most schools, in some, school coordinators will be asked to administer the survey.

	Responsibilities of NIES coordinators and staff

	NIES-OIE coordinator
	Field staff
	School coordinator

	Introduce the study to the selected educational agencies (state/district/council) and schools.
	Send a preassessment packet of information to the school coordinator 2 to 4 weeks before the assessment date.
	Provide student information to the NIES-OIE coordinator and inform parents.

	Provide information concerning how schools should provide lists of students in the selected grade(s).
	Visit the school coordinator before the assessment to finalize assessment arrangements.
	Receive materials and meet with the field staff to make the final assessment preparations.


	Provide information about notifying parents of the selected students.
	Bring all assessment materials to the school on the scheduled day and conduct the assessments.
	Distribute and collect the NAEP and the survey school staff questionnaires.

	Respond to questions from the school community throughout the administration of the study.
	Field staff will return to the school to administer the survey part of the NIES.
	Ensure that students attend the appropriate session on the assessment and survey days.




Part II: Indian Education Survey





WHAT: A separate survey focusing on issues of Indian education.  





WHO: The survey will ask questions of AI/AN students in the fourth and eighth grades, their teachers, and school administrators. About 300–500 schools per grade will be sampled across the nation for the 2005 survey.





WHY: The Indian Education Survey will gather information about the educational experiences and the role of Indian culture in the education of AI/AN students.





WHEN: The Indian Education Survey will be conducted during a 6-week period starting April 1 and ending May 15, 2005. Individual student performance in NAEP reading and mathematics assessments will not be linked to the survey responses.





REPORT: A report showing the results of the 2005 survey will be available in summer 2006.





Part I: National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)





WHAT: An augmentation of the NAEP 2005 reading and mathematics assessment samples of AI/AN students in the fourth and eighth grades.





WHO: NAEP is the only national study of what American students in grades 4 and 8 know and can do in a variety of academic subjects. About 2,500 schools per grade will be sampled across the nation for the 2005 study.





WHY: The NAEP assessment will provide reliable estimates of AI/AN student performance on reading and mathematics assessments.





WHEN: The NAEP assessment will be conducted during a 6-week assessment window—January to March, 2005.





REPORT: A special report with the 2005 assessment results of AI/AN fourth and eighth grade student performance in reading and mathematics will be available in spring 2006.





Design features





Both parts of the 2005 study will be conducted in a representative sample of schools selected from states across the nation. Results will be reported for AI/AN students for the nation and for those regions and states identified as having a high proportion of AI/AN students. The study is not designed to report data on any participating students or schools. Individual student performance in NAEP reading and mathematics assessments will not be linked to the survey responses.





In addition to regular public and private schools, the expanded sample will include students attending schools funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). The study, however, will not provide results by type of school.





Where can I get more information?





For further information about the NIES, contact OIE coordinator Karen Suagee at Karen.Suagee@ed.gov, 202-260-1637, or contact NCES project officer Taslima Rahman at Taslima.Rahman@ed.gov, 202-502-7316. For questions about NAEP, call the NAEP help desk at 1-800-283-6237.





Visit the following websites for further information:





Office of Indian Education: http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ous/oie


National Center for Education Statistics: http://www.nces.ed.gov


National Assessment of Educational Progress: http://www.nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard








