
Attachment B

Justification of Data Elements

Loan Discharge Application: Unpaid Refund

	Sec.
	Item
	Data Element
	Justification

	1
	N/A
	Borrower identification (name, address, telephone numbers, SSN, and e-mail address)
	Used to identify borrower.  Borrower only completes if pre-printed identification information is incorrect or missing.

	2
	1
	Student’s name
	Used to identify the student for whom the loan was borrowed.  Only PLUS borrowers (parents) complete this item.

	2
	2
	Student’s SSN
	Used to identify the student for whom the loan was borrowed.  Only PLUS borrowers (parents) complete this item.

	2
	3a, 3b
	Name and address of school that owes a refund
	Used to identify the school that failed to make a refund, so that the appropriate refund process is used and school records may be identified.  If the school is open, the school is sent a notice of the unpaid refund allegation and required to respond.

	2
	4
	Is this school still open?
	Used to help determine the procedure for processing the application.  Different procedures are used depending on whether the school is open or closed.

	2
	5
	Was the student attending the school when it closed?
	Used to identify a borrower who should probably be applying for a discharge based upon the closure of the school rather than upon an unpaid refund.

	2
	6a, 6b
	Other discharges or third-party payments of loan (Yes/No)
	Used to ensure that the borrower has not been or will not be paid more than once for the same loan amount.

	2
	7a, 7b, 7c
	Other discharges or third-party payments on loan (information about individual discharges and payments)
	Used to ensure that the borrower has not been or will not be paid more than once for the same loan amount.

	3
	8
	Amount the school owes
	Used to identify the amount of the refund that the borrower believes the school owes.

	3
	9
	Reason the school owes the amount
	Used to identify the borrower’s reason for believing that the school owes a refund.

	3
	10
	Student’s first and last dates of attendance at the school
	The student’s first date of attendance is used primarily to calculate the amount of an unpaid refund under the refund formulas used before July 1, 2000.  In some cases, it may be used to calculate a refund under other formulas.

The student’s last date of attendance (or “never attended”) is used primarily to calculate the amount of an unpaid refund under the simplified formula at 34 CFR 682.402(o)(2) or 685.216(d)(2).  In some cases, it may be used to calculate a refund under other formulas.

	3
	11
	Student’s program of study
	Used to determine the appropriate refund calculation under current and prior requirements at §668.22 (some schools use different refund calculations for different programs).

	3
	12a, 12b
	Amount of school charges or amount of federal student aid received
	Used to calculate the amount of the unpaid refund, under 34 CFR 682.402(o)(2) or 685.215(d)(2).  In some cases, it may be used to calculate a refund under other formulas.

	3
	13
	Documentation supporting borrower’s responses to Section 3 items
	Used to verify a borrower’s claims.

	4
	N/A
	Certification (borrower’s signature and date)
	Certification of the validity of the information provided by the borrower and of the borrower’s eligibility for an unpaid refund discharge.
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