5/21/2002

Justification for Generic Application Package

1. The U. S. Department of Education  (ED) supports a range of research and demonstration programs through grants to eligible applicants including local educational agencies, State educational agencies, institutions of higher education, businesses, not-for-profit organizations, and individuals. Grants are awarded on the basis of competitively reviewed applications. The Department is requesting approval of this generic grant application package for the forms and information used to apply for new grants under OERI and other Education Department programs. Grants are for one to five years.  As appropriate, notices of priorities will be published together with the application notices in the Federal Register and these notices will go through the Department’s regulatory process. The Department will use this generic package for individual discretionary grant applications. Differences in the individual grant applications would be reflected within each notice.  The information contained in the notice may include background information on the grant, priorities and the selection criteria (chosen from the attached menu of OERI or EDGAR criteria). This request currently reflects an estimate of burden for OERI’s Education Research Grant Program, Research and Development Centers, Star Schools Program, and the Fund for the Improvement of Education Program (or its successor program): and grant programs from OESE.  It is anticipated that other program offices within the Department will include their grant applications under this generic package.  The Department will submit a change sheet (the OMB83-C) when including additional grant programs and to account for the burden as well.

2. The attached application forms and information (Title Page, Budget Summary, and Narrative) are necessary to standardize applications and to ensure the information required to process and review them effectively is included.  Without the information contained in this application package, the information needed to make new grant funding decisions would not be possible.

3. Applicants will be encouraged to transmit their responses and applications electronically using the Department’s e-Application pilot project.  The Department is equipped to receive information electronically in order to reduce respondent burden.

4. This information collection is intended to serve as a generic application package that will be used across a number of OERI and other Department programs both new and continuing.

5.  Although small businesses might be among the eligible applicants of the Department programs using this generic package, these programs are too small to have a significant impact on a substantial number of small businesses or other small entities.

6. The burden is kept to a minimum by requesting that applicants provide only information required by statute and regulations.  The application will be used once each year to collect only pertinent application information. This application will not be unduly burdensome on small business and/or other small entities that choose to compete.

7. There are no circumstances that require this information collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with any of the conditions outlined under A. 7 of the Justification.  

8. The notice regarding this information collection will be published in the Federal Register.  No comments were received as a result of the emergency collection.  No consultation with persons outside this agency has taken place.  The proposed information collection is limited to standard forms and instructions – title page, budget information, and GEPA statements already cleared by OMB and in use.

The public will also have the opportunity to comment if a program chooses to include a comment period with a Notice of Proposed Priority.
9. There are no payments or gifts to respondents other than the remuneration of grantees.

10. There are no assurances of confidentiality provided to respondents using this information collection.

11. There are no questions of a sensitive nature.

12. Estimates of Hour Burden for this Information Collection

This generic package reflects burden hours previously reported under the following collections:

Programs






Collections
Research and Development Centers

1850-0602, expired 3/31/98

Field-Initiated Studies



1850-0601, expires 5/31/03

Fund for the Improvement of Education
1850-0637, expired 12/31/01

Star Schools




1850-0623, expired 12/31/01

Alaska Native Program



1810-0603, expired 2/28/02

Teaching American History

 Grant Program




1810-0639, expired 3/31/02

Elementary & Secondary

 Counseling Program



1810-0629, expires 4/30/03

School Dropout Prevention

 Program





1810-0637, expires 5/31/04

SDFS Alcohol Abuse Program


 new grant

Native Hawaiian Program




Women’s Educational Equity Act Program
1810-0062, expired 2/28/02

Advanced Placement Incentive and 

 Advanced Placement Incentive

 Testing Programs (84.330B &C)

1810-0606, expired 3/31/02

School Leadership Program 


new grant

Mentoring Programs



new grant

Community Technology Centers
           1830-0539, expired 4/30/02

Early Childhood Education Professional

  Development Program


new grant

Transition to Teaching



1810-0635, expired 7/31/01

Javits Gifted and Talented Students

  Program





1850-0635, expires 2/28/03
The estimate of burden is based on the total of the burden for the application and the annual report.  

Education Research Grants



Elementary & Secondary




Counseling Program



Number of Applications

75


400

Hours needed to Complete

15


 28

Total Burden Hours


1,125


11,200

Fund for Improvement of 



School Dropout

Education/Character Education Grants

Prevention Program
Number of Applications

700


200

Hours needed to Complete

24


50

Total Burden
Hours


16,800

10,000

Star Schools





SDFS Alcohol Abuse Program






Program

Number of Applications

40


200

Hours needed to Complete

40


42

Total Burden
Hours


1,600


8,400

Alaska Native Program
Native Hawaiian Program
Number of Applications

200


200

Hours needed to Complete

16


16

Total Burden Hours


3,200


3,200

Teaching American History Program
Women’s Educational Equity Act Program

Number of Applications

500 


200

Hours needed to Complete

60


16

Total Burden Hours


30,000

3,200

Advanced Placement Incentive and 

  Advanced Placement Incentive


School

  Testing Programs (84.330B &C)


Leadership Program
Number of Applications

4,067


200

Hours needed to Complete

12


25

Total Burden Hours


48,684
           5,000

Mentoring Programs




Community Technology









Centers

Number of Applications

300


600

Hours needed to Complete

24


40

Total Burden Hours


7,200


24,000

Early Childhood Education



Transition to Teaching

Professional Dev. Program



Program

Number of Applications

200


200

Hours needed to Complete

13


20

Total Burden Hours


2,600


4,000

Total Burden Hours for All Programs: 180,209  (Respondent total is 8,282)

Estimates of Annual Cost Burden To Respondents for this Information Collection

Preparation of Application (estimated to average approx. $28.00 per hour for all grant applications.  

Postage and printing $10.00 per application.  We expect that a little more than half of the applications will be submitted electronically.

13. Startup Costs

There are no other respondent costs beyond those provided under number 12.

14.  Estimates of Annualized Cost to the Federal Government

Work of program staff based on research grants.  Other grants may vary but not significantly.

(500 hrs. x  $35.34 per our)………………………………$17,670

Review by outside reviewers

1,000)………………….…..………………………………
$80,000

                                                            Total……………………………………………… …………$97,670

15. There are no changes at this time although we anticipate other ED grant programs will want to use this generic application.  As mentioned earlier, a change sheet will be submitted for each additional ED grant program.  

16.  The Department of Education does not publish these data or use statistical methods in this collection of information.

17. OMB approval of this collection with the expiration date will be displayed.

18.  There are no exceptions to the Certification Statement.

