Non-substantive changes have been made to the 2004-2005 version of the Verification Forms to accomplish two improvements for the public.  First, the reference for checking the status of an applicant's submission has been removed.  The reason this statement has been removed is that the verification form is a document that the applicant completes and submits to his or her institution's financial aid office.  This document and the supporting documentation is not submitted to the Department, therefore we could not provide information on the status of the institution's review of the submitted data.  Applicants know that they are to submit their verification worksheet to their institution's financial aid office per the instructions provided at the top of the worksheet.  Therefore, the removal of the language about checking the status of the submission should eliminate this erronsous information.  We continue to want to know if respondents have comments about the verification form and the estimates used for the burden assessment which they are instructed to send to the Department at the address provided.  

Currently the language reads as follows -

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1845-0041.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average twelve minutes, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data needed, and complete and review the information collection.  If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate(s) or suggestions for improving this form, please write to: U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-5345.  If you have comments or concerns regarding the

status of your individual submission of this form, write directly to:

Application and Pell Processing Systems Division, U.S. Department of

Education, UCP, 830 First Street, NE, Washington, DC.

Proposed statement -

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1845-0041.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average twelve minutes, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data needed, and complete and review the information collection.  If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate(s) or suggestions for improving this form, or if please write to: U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-5345.  

Second, we request OMB approval to delete the expiration date on the 2004-2005 Verification Forms.  The reason for this request is that we want to avoid confusion on the part of the schools and families that will use the 2004-2005 form.  Specifically, since the verification form is part of a package (OMB 1845-0041) that expires on June 30, 2004, we would normally include June 30, 2004 as the form’s expiration date.  A new paperwork package for OMB 1845-0041 will be submitted for OMB approval prior to that June 30, 2004 expiration date and will include the same form for which we are asking approval to publish without an expiration date.  Once the new package is approved, the 2004-2005 verification form will have an expiration date of sometime in 2007.  The problem is that these dates do not coincide with application processing which begins on January 1 of one year and continues until June 30 of the following year (18 months).  Therefore, if we include the 2004 date on the initial 2004-2005 form, some schools and families will believe that they cannot use that form after June 30, 2004.  The approval to delete the expiration date on the initial 2004-2005 form will eliminate numerous calls of concern by applicants and their parents seeking a new form.  Of course, the new form that will be cleared with the package will be exactly the same as the initial form preventing such confusion and disruption.

