SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR THE TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION AND COOPERATION FOR FOREIGN INFORMATION ACCESS PROGRAM, OMB 1840-0734.

A. Justification

1. 
Collection of information is necessary in order for the Secretary of Education to make grants under the Technological Innovation and Cooperation for Foreign Information Access Program.  This program authorizes grants to institutions of higher education, public or non-profit private libraries, or consortia of such institutions or libraries to develop innovative techniques or programs using new electronic technologies to collect, organize, and preserve, and widely disseminate information on world regions and countries other than the United States that addresses our Nation’s teaching and research needs in international education and foreign languages.


Information is collected under authority of Title VI, part A, section 606 of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, and in accordance with the Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR).  There are no program regulations.  A copy of the authorizing legislation is included in the application package.

2. 
This collection is used to obtain the programmatic and budgetary information needed to evaluate applications and make funding decisions Without the information collected on this form the Department would not be able to make awards and disperse appropriated funds in accordance with the authorizing legislation.

3.
 The TICIFA program has developed an electronic application, following the mandate issued by the Department of Education.

4. 
Since the information submitted in the application is unique to each respondent, and to the authorizing legislation, no duplication exists.

5.
The application does not involve the collection of information from small businesses or other small entities.

6.
The initial information must be collected every 4 years at the beginning of each new funding cycle in order to select new grantees.  If the collection were not conducted potential applicants would be unable to apply for and receive grants under this program.  Thus the Department would be unable to award funds appropriated for this program

7.
No information will be collected in the manner covered under any of these special circumstances.

8.
This information collection will be published for public comment in the federal register.

The Department consults on a regular basis with potential applicants in the months preceding

each funding cycle as applications are prepared and submitted to the Department.  There is an ongoing consultation with current grantees during each year of the funding cycle.  The application procedures and forms are discussed during each year of a funding cycle at various professional meetings and meetings of Title VI grantees.  We also receive feedback concerning the contents of the applications from the academic review panel members who evaluate applications submitted for possible funding.

9.       The Department will not provide payments or gifts to respondents.

10.        The Department’s disclosure policies adhere to the provisions of the Privacy Act.

11.
 Questions of a sensitive nature are not included in these forms.

12.
The Department estimates the following average time for the completion of the application:



50 respondents x 65 (hrs) = 3250 divided by 4 because it is a 4 year funding cycle =813 (hrs)

Estimated annual cost to respondents for initial year:

Professional: $45 per hour x 45 (hrs) x 50 respondents:
$101,250.00 divided by 4 =$ 25,313.00

Clerical: $21 per hour x 20 (hrs) x 50 respondents:

$   21,000.00 divided by 4  = $5,250.00






Total:




           
$ 41,813.00

13. 
No other expenses incurred

14.
Annualized cost to the Government:


Development of information collection (based on other Title VI programs)





200 (hrs) x 40 ($) per hour:
$  8,000.00


Staff time to prescreen applications, conduct evaluations, issue awards, process non-competing continuations, and monitor progress:

GS 13 33% time based on $89744 annual salary

$  29,616.00

GS 12 33% time based on $61942 annual salary

$  20,441.00

GS 11 20% time based on $54913 annual salary

$  10,826.00

Cost of federally supervised review of applications:

$ 12,000.00






Total:


$ 72,883.00

15.
This is a request to reinstate a previously approved information collection.  We have added    hours for clerical staff.  This changes the total burden from 45 hours to 65 hours.

16.
The results of the information we have collected will not be published.

17.
The Department will display the OMB expiration date as required.

18. 
There are no exceptions to the certification statement.

B.
The collection of this information will not employ statistical methods.
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