
2005-2006 FAFSA

Summary of Changes

Changes to FAFSA Form

	Front Page Improvements
	· Redesigned the layout to merge two statements on applying free for federal and state aid with “Apply online.”    

· Changed “over the internet” references to “online.”

· Inserted  “…and the easiest” in the phrase “fastest way to apply”

· Added instructions under “Using Your Tax Return” to not leave income fields blank.

· Revised “unusual circumstances” paragraph

· Revised second paragraph under “Mailing Your FAFSA” to delete “You should hear from us in four weeks” to “If you do not receive a response within four weeks…”

· Changed subhead under State Aid Deadlines to read:  File Online and File On Time.

	Changes to “Notes” 
	· None.  Will update all references to line items on IRS forms, when available.

	Data Element Changes
	· None.

	Wording Changes
	· Questions 38-39 and 76-77:  Changed “This information may be on…” to “Refer to Box 1 on your W-2 forms or to IRS Form…etc.”

· Questions 44 and 82:  Added a definition “Net worth means current value minus debt.”

· Question 53:  Moved parenthesis, to read: “Are both of your parents deceased, or are you (or were you until age 18) a ward/dependent of the court?”

· Certification statement:  Added a sentence warning studens not to disclose their PIN if they use it to sign documens electronically.

· Worksheet A, Social Security Benefits.  Added instructions to “Report benefits paid to parents in the parent column, and benefits paid directly to students in the student column.”

	Design Changes
	· Questions 46-47:  Changed format to separate veterans benefit questions from Student’s column of income information.

· Questions 60 and 64:  Changed the “year” of the parents’ date of birth to a MMDDYYYY format.  All FAFSA dates are now a 4-digit year. 

· In all date fields, shaded in MMDDYYYY as appropriate to guide applicants how to answer.


Changes to FAFSA on the Web

	Skip Logic
	· If the answer to question 19 is Yes (student becoming a legal resident of his/her state of legal residence before 1/1/2000), dynamically skip question 20 (give the month and year…)

· If ‘Type of return filed’ is 1040A, 1040EZ or 1040Telefile, pre-populate ‘Yes’ into “Eligible to file 1040A or 1040EZ?”

	Mechanism for Parents of several students to carry forward their info
	Text and a link to the confirmation page for parents that want to enter another application will be added.  The link will redirect to the login page.  Once the login for the new student is complete, all parental data, except for the signature, would pre-populate from the previously submitted application.

	Parents info
	The 1st 5 digits of the parents SSN (when SSN Match = 4) will be masked by displaying x’s in all apps in student mode (ROTW, COTW, Student Access, eSAR).

	Improved Instructions
	· The “Live Help Chat” icon will be updated to “Live Help”, some users thought the ‘Chat’ meant that they were going to a chat room, rather than a Customer service representative for help.

· Standalone Worksheets A, B, and C are in PDF format to provide a easy to print Worksheets Document.

· The ‘Check status of a submitted FAFSA’ text link has been changed to read ‘Check status of a submitted FAFSA or Print Signature page’ for better instructions on where to find a Signature page.

· Update home page to try and make it clearer that both parents and students need a PIN.

· The supported browser page will only show when an unsupported browser (one not listed on the Supported Browser list) is detected.

· A message will display if the user states that they ‘Will file’ tax return after April 15th.  “You indicated that the {dynamic Student or parent} ‘Will file’ their taxes.  Are you sure this is the answer you wish to select, since it is past the April 15th tax deadline?”

· “Save Successful” page will be removed.  Dynamic text will be added to the page, so the user doesn’t have to view an additional page.

· A PDF version of the ‘Application Print Report’ will be available for easy printing capabilities. 

· We are removing the “This page may scroll…” graphic throughout the sites.

· Displaying a message after a session has been idle for 25 minutes that indicates the current time and the time the session will expire.




	School Code Search
	We are enhancing the Federal School Code Search by:

· Returning Any of the foreign schools found when a user selects a particular foreign country is also found when the state search criteria is FC (Foreign Country

· Remapping the School Code Lookup page to make it easier for users find the school they wish to attend.

· Adding A note will display when the school code entered is replaced with a cross-reference school code

	PIN App web service
	We are embedding student and parent PIN application within the forms.  The student and parent will be able to apply for the PIN within the FAFSA application if they don’t already have a PIN.

	Spanish 
	· We are creating a Spanish version of the Renewal FOTW.

· Adding a Spanish help search function

	Enhancements to FAA Access to CPS Online
	We are enhancing FAA Access to CPS Online by:

· Allow the FAA to override new reject (SSN Match = 3) and current reject R (SSN Match = 2).  Treated like an FAA Adjustment.

· ISIR Compare function added.  Two transactions can be compared in columns to see what has been changed.

· Estimated EFC can be calculated from the Verification Worksheet prior to submission.

· EDExpress users who provide authenticating data in EDExpress can navigate directly to the R2T4 and IA Tool home pages in FAA Access.

· Give instructions on how to save the Verification Worksheet, app summary/sig page.

· FAA’s with read access are allowed to access to FAA Application/Correction Entry to enter and save records, but not still can’t submit.

· Removed all step links from the FAA Access Entry pages.

· Pre-populate the response to question number 48 in FAA Application and Renewal application entry based on the Date of Birth provided on the FAA Access student login page.

· Schools don’t have to enter housing plans for schools other than their own when entering corrections.

· Renewal PIN request will be replaced with Paper Renewal Request.

· Type 4 (Request all records by grade level and destination) will be dropped from the renewal request. 

· Added FAA Help Search Feature.

· Allow multiple ISIR Request per day.

· Allow users to change file format type (XML or Flat) from the default defined in the SAIG Enrollment system when entering an ISIR request.

· Provide two options for partial data (FAFSA/Processing information or Financial Aid History information) to users requesting ISIRs in XML format.

· Added a new option to the ISIR Request criteria, which allows users to request ISIRs resulting from corrections submitted by their schools.



