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Overview of Observation Protocol

Time-Sampled Observations  

(Conducted at 5, 15, 25, 35, and 45 minutes into the observation)

	S-1. What is the class activity at present?



	Lecture: Teacher talking or presenting material (could be video, audio, computer program) and students are listening

Presentation: Students present work

Question and Answer: Teacher is leader but there is interaction with students

Lab or Activity: Students work actively on a project

Desk work: i.e., reading silently, worksheets

Test: Students work on an assessment activity

Other



	S-2. Who is using the target application?


	(check all that apply)

Teacher

One student

Some students (includes group of students working on one computer, even if only one student is actually touching the machine)

All students

Guest

Other

Not being used



	S-3. How many students are using the target application?


	Leader: Teacher directs class with or without student interaction/participation

Facilitator: Teacher assists and engages students as they work independently or in groups

Observer/monitor: Teacher watches students but does not engage in content-related discussion unless approached by student

Not present 

Other



	S-4. What is the teacher’s role during this activity?


	Independent work: Students work on activities by themselves (i.e. reading, taking a test)

Group work: Students work in groups doing a collaborative activity

Whole class activities: Students work as a large group, i.e. preparing for a class play

Interacting with teacher: i.e. Students respond to teacher questions

Passive listening: Students listen to teacher, TV or other media

Other



	S-5. Percent of students on task 
76% or more
51-75%
      26-50%
1-25%      None


	Pick the range representing the proportion of students doing the assigned task/activity during the observation segment

	S-6. What is the content focus of the instruction?*


	For Early Reading:

Emergent literacy

Letter recognition

Orton-Gillingham Method (peculiar to Plato Focus)

Phonemic Awareness

Word recognition, creation, and decomposition

Reading authentic text

Writing

Vocabulary building

Reading comprehension

For Reading Comprehension:

Analyzing elements of plot

Analyzing characters

Analyzing setting

Analyzing the main idea of a text

Analyzing authors’ strategies for conveying information in text

Analyzing the organization of text

Making inferences from a story

Analyzing literary devices

Developing Vocabulary and Analyzing Usage
For Pre-Algebra etc.


General Observations

(Mark responses based on the observation as a whole)

	G-1. Observation Location (Check one):
	___  Regular classroom

	
	___  Computer lab during scheduled classroom time (but separate 

        from classroom)

	
	___  Computer lab during a time that is at the discretion of individual students (e.g., before or after school, during study hall, etc.)


G-2. Was technology other than the target application used by students during the class?

	Educational software for reading            (Name:
	

	Educational software for mathematics   (Name:
	

	Other (circle all that apply):
	Word processor

Spreadsheet

Database

Email

Internet/WWW

Desktop publishing

Computer or Web programming

Hypermedia (e.g., Kid Pix, PowerPoint)

	None
	


G-3. (If YES to G-2) How were students selected or assigned to computers? (select one)

a. As a reward for finishing work or for some other accomplishment

b. Because they are part of a group assigned for remediation

c. Other (Describe): 

d. Students did not use computers.

Treatment Classroom Observations

(Mark responses based on the observation as a whole for Treatment Classrooms Only)

T-1. Total time that the target application was being used by one or more students (treatment classrooms)

  0-10 minutes

11-15 minutes

16-20 minutes

21-25 minutes

26-30 minutes

31-35 minutes

36-40 minutes

41-45 minutes

T-2. How did teachers motivate students to work hard on the target application? (select all that apply)

a. No evidence of efforts to motivate student use

b. Explains reasons for using system

c. Encourages/Praises students’ active participation in system’s instruction

d. Has group contests or team activities to recognize group achievement related to system (Evidence:    

e. Gives certificates, holds individual competitions, or gives certificates to recognize individual achievement related to system  (Evidence:    

f. Involves parents or community sponsors in motivating students  (Evidence: 

g. Other (Explain: 

h. Students did not use the software. 

T-3. Did you observe the teacher facilitate student participation or intervene while the target application was being used? (check all that were observed)

a. Teacher was not present

b. Present but does not facilitate or interact with students when using courseware

c. Lab manager or external monitor facilitates

d. Teacher responds to student requests for assistance

e. Teacher actively facilitates instruction with students, either one at a time, in small groups, or as a class

f. Teacher provides instruction or supplementary materials to improve performance on the computers 

g. Students did not use the software

T-4. While using the target application on the computers, if students got stuck, (check most frequently observed behavior)

a. Students helped each other.

b. Students mostly helped each other, with some teacher assistance.

c. Teacher primarily helped students on the computers.

d. No help was given if a student was using the computer.

e. I did not see students get stuck.

f. Students did not use the software.

Notes: 

T-5. Did you observe the teacher use of computer-generated feedback on student performance on the target application by engaging any of these behaviors?  (Circle all that apply)

a. Teacher generates a report on student progress.

b. Teacher distributes report on student progress to students.

c. Teacher reviews report on student progress.

d. Teacher has posted student progress on the application in a public place.

e. Teacher uses report information to modify student participation with computers.

f. Teacher uses report information to determine classroom instruction or activities.

T-6. How is the teacher integrating the technology application into instruction? (mark and complete all that apply)

	
	a.
	Standalone, replacement, curricular module used with whole-class in the areas of:



	
	b.
	Supplement to classroom instruction used by all students in the areas of:



	
	c.
	Diagnostic and/or student assessment tool only.

	
	d.
	Teacher does not attempt to integrate courseware with classroom instruction.

	
	e.
	Teacher does not use the target application.


T-7. Record any problems with the software, hardware or necessary peripherals encountered during the class period in the space below:

