DRAFT


EARLY READING FIRST 

CENTER DIRECTOR SURVEY

Thank you for agreeing to answer some questions for the Early Reading First study.  The purpose of the study is to look at how preschools help children develop language and literacy skills.  Please answer these questions about your background, the classrooms in your preschool that we will be observing, and the students in those classrooms.  You will contribute to our knowledge in this important area of study.  It will take about 20 minutes to complete this survey.  Remember, all responses to this survey will remain completely confidential.

	Notice:  According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB Control Number.  The valid OMB Control Number for this information collection is xxxx-xxxx (expires xx/xx/xxxx).


A.  BACKGROUND INFORMATION

A1.
In total, how many years have you been a preschool or child care center director?

Number Of Years: _______

A2.
How many of those years have you been the director of this preschool or child care center?

Number Of Years: ________

A3.
What is the highest grade or year of school or degree that you completed?


(CIRCLE ONE RESPONSE)


1. Up To 8th Grade

2. 9th To 11th Grade



       

3. 12th Grade But No Diploma

4. High School Diploma                                                              (Go to A8)

5. Voc./Tech Program After High School

But No Voc./Tech. Diploma





    

6. Voc./Tech. Diploma After High School

7. Some College But No Degree (Go to A5)

8. Associate’s Degree

9. Bachelor’s Degree

10. Graduate or Professional School But No Degree





11. Master’s Degree (M.A., M.S.)        




                                                                

12. Doctorate Degree (Ph.D., Ed.D.)




  

13. Professional Degree After Bachelor’s Degree

           (Medicine/M.D.; Dentistry/D.D.S.; Law/J.D./L.L.B.; etc.)

A4.
In what field did you obtain your highest degree?

1. Child Development or Developmental Psychology

2. Early Childhood Education

3. Elementary Education

4. Other Field (Specify) ____________________

A5.
Have you completed six or more college courses in early childhood education or child development?

Yes          No

A6.
Have you completed any college courses in teaching reading to elementary school children? 

Yes          No

A7.
Have you completed any college courses in teaching language and literacy skills to children in a preschool setting? 

Yes          No

A8.
Do you have a Child Development Associate (CDA) credential?

Yes          No

A9.
Do you have a state-awarded preschool certificate?

Yes          No

A10.
Do you have a teaching certificate or license?

Yes          No

A11.
Do you have an early childhood administrator’s or director’s credential?

Yes          No

A12.
Do you have any other job-related licenses?

Yes  (Specify) ____________     No

A13.
Are you currently enrolled in any preschool or teacher-related training or education, including post-secondary school degrees, graduate degrees, etc.?  (CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY)

1. Not Currently Enrolled

2. Child Development Associate (CDA) Degree Program

3. Teaching Certificate Program

4. Special Education Teaching Degree

5. Bachelor’s Degree

6. Graduate Degree (Master’s, Ph.D. or Ed.D.)

7. Other (Specify)  ___________________________

A14.
What is your gender?

Male          Female

A15.
In what year were you born?  19 ___ ___

A16.  
What is your ethnicity?

1. Hispanic or Latino

2. Not Hispanic or Latino  

A17.
What is your race?  (CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY)

1. American Indian or Alaskan Native

2. Asian 

3. Black or African American

4. Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander

5. White
A18.
What languages do you speak fluently? (CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY)

1. English

2. Spanish

3. Other (SPECIFY)  __________________________________

A19.
We want to know about (NAME OF LEAD TEACHER FOR FOUR-YEAR-OLD  CLASSROOM BEING OBSERVED) work hours and pay.  How many hours does he/she usually work at this preschool each week? 


|___|___|

A20.
How much does he/she earn per hour at this preschool?


Earnings per hour $__ __.__ __

B. PRESCHOOL and CLASSROOM CHARACTERISTICS

B1.
How many hours per day does this preschool serve children? (INCLUDING BEFORE SCHOOL AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE) 



Hours per day  __________

B2.
How many days per week does this preschool serve children?

 
           Hours per week  __________

B3.
How many weeks of the year is this preschool open? 


           Weeks per year  __________

B4.
Currently, how many children are enrolled in this preschool?



Number of children enrolled  __________

B5.
Of the total number of children enrolled as of October 1st, how many are Hispanic or Latino? (Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Hispanic Culture or origin)



Number of Hispanic or Latino children __________

B6.
Of the total number of children enrolled as of October 1st, how many are in the following racial categories? (MORE THAN ONE CATEGORY MAY BE SELECTED PER CHILD.)

	RACE/ETHNICITY
	NUMBER OF CHILDREN

	1. AMERICAN INDIAN OR ALASKAN NATIVE
	

	2. ASIAN 
	

	3. BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN
	

	4. NATIVE HAWAIIAN OR OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER
	

	5. WHITE
	


B7.  
Approximately how many children in your preschool have been diagnosed with physical or developmental disabilities (e.g., mental retardation, autism, cerebral palsy, hearing impairment, blindness, spinal cord injury, etc.)? 



Number of children with disabilities  __________

B8.   
Currently, how many lead teachers are employed in your preschool?


 
Number of lead teachers  __________             

B9.
How many lead teachers were employed by your preschool at the end of the 2003/2004 school year?

 

Number of lead teachers 



in previous school year  __________

B10. 
How many of the lead teachers employed by your preschool at the end of the 2003/2004 school year were still employed in fall 2004?  



NUMBER OF LEAD TEACHERS 

IN PREVIOUS SCHOOL YEAR STILL 

EMPLOYED IN FALL 2004  _______

B11.
How many classrooms for four-year old children are there at this preschool? (INCLUDE MIXED-AGE CLASSROOMS THAT INCLUDE 4-YEAR OLDS.)



Number of four-year old classrooms  _____

B12.
Do the four-year-old classrooms that were not selected for observation for this study differ in any substantial way from the classroom(s) we have selected to observe?



YES --( How?  _________________________________________




__________________________________________________




__________________________________________________



NO

B13.
From which government programs does this preschool receive funds (CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY)?

1. Federal Head Start Program

2. Federal Even Start Program

3. State Child Care Funds

4. State Education Agency

5. School District

6. County or City Government

            7.  Other (SPECIFY) ________________________________

       ______________________________________________

8.  None of the above

B14.  
Are any of the children in your program paid for by child care vouchers that families receive from the state, county, or local government?

1. Yes

2. No

C.   CURRICULA AND ASSESSMENT

C1.
Currently, what curriculum (curricula) is (are) used in (FOUR-YEAR-OLD CLASSROOM SELECTED FOR OBSERVATION)?  (CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY) 

1. The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool 

2. Let’s Begin with the Letter People® Pre-K

3. Educating Young Children (High/Scope®)

4. We Can! Curriculum

5. Building Language for Literacy © 2000
6. Creating Child-Centered Classrooms

7. SRA Open Court Reading Pre-K

8. Doors to Discovery

9. Montessori

10. Other (SPECIFY)


      




C2.
What was the most important reason why that (those) particular curriculum (curricula) was (were) chosen?






C3.
Is a formal assessment used to measure children’s progress and needs?

Yes          No  (GO TO C8)

C4.
Which of the following instruments are used in (CLASSROOM SELECTED FOR OBSERVATION) to assess children’s progress and needs?   (CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY)

1. Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (PPVT) III

2. Test of Early Reading Ability (TERA-3)

3. Yopp-Singer Test of Phonemic Segmentation

4. Preschool Individual Growth and Development Inventory (IGDI)

5. Test of Language Development (TOLD) Primary

6. Pre-Language Assessment Scale (Pre-Las) 2000

7. Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS)

8. Teacher Rating of Oral Language and Literacy (TROLL)

9. Expressive One Word Picture Vocabulary Test III (EOWPVT)

10. Preschool Language Scale-IV

11. Preschool Comprehensive Test of Phonological & Print Processing

12. Child Observation Record (COR)

13. Creative Curriculum Continuum

14. Other curriculum-embedded assessment  (please specify for which curricula) __________________________________________


__________________________________________

C5.
What was the most important reason why that assessment instrument(s) was chosen?




C6.  
How many times per year are children assessed in that classroom?

1. One time per year 

2. Two times per year 

3. Three times per year 

4. Four or more times per year 

C7.
How are the results of child assessments used to address the individual needs of children in that classroom? (CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY)

1. To group students 

2. To plan instruction    

3. To select activities  

4. To pace instruction  

5. To monitor progress and effectiveness  

6. Other (SPECIFY)  ______________________________ 

C8.
How effective do you think assessments are in identifying the individual needs of children in (CLASSROOM SELECTED FOR OBSERVATION)?

1. Very effective 

2. Somewhat effective    

3. Neither effective nor ineffective  

4. Somewhat ineffective 

5. Very ineffective   

D. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Now, we want to learn about professional development provided to teachers in your four-year-old classroom in the past 12 months.

D1.
How many hours of professional development in language and literacy topics have the teachers in your four-year-old classrooms received in the past 12 months? 

|___|___| HOURS PER TEACHER

D2. 
For which of the topics listed here did teachers in your four-year-old classrooms receive professional development in the past 12 months?   How was the professional development on that topic delivered?  What funding was used to help pay for the cost of the professional development or to allow teachers to attend professional development activities?

	a. Topics Covered (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY AND THEN ANSWER PART B ()
	b. Method or Mode (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY AND THEN ANSWER PART C ()
	c. Source of Funding (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY)

	( 1. Alphabetic knowledge
	( In-service training

( Local workshops 

( Continuing education courses

( National

    conferences 

( Mentoring or

     tutoring

( Other (specify)
	( School district

( State preschool 

( Head Start

( Early Reading First 

( Other (specify)

  ___________________

  ___________________

	( 2. Assessment
	( In-service training

( Local workshops 

( Continuing education courses

( National 

    conferences 

( Mentoring or

     tutoring

( Other (specify)
	( School district

( State preschool 

( Head Start

( Early Reading First 

( Other (specify)

  ___________________

  ___________________

	( 3. Concepts of print writing and pre-writing
	( In-service training

( Local workshops 

( Continuing education courses

( National

    conferences 

( Mentoring or

     tutoring

( Other (specify)
	( School district

( State preschool 

( Head Start

( Early Reading First 

( Other (specify)

  ___________________

  ___________________

	( 4. Oral language
	( In-service training

( Local workshops 

( Continuing education courses

( National 

    conferences 

( Mentoring or 

     tutoring

( Other (specify)
	( School district

( State preschool 

( Head Start

( Early Reading First 

( Other (specify)

  ___________________

  ___________________

	( 5.  Oral comprehension and cognition
	( In-service training

( Local workshops 

( Continuing education courses

( National 

    conferences 

( Mentoring or 

    tutoring

( Other (specify)
	( School district

( State preschool 

( Head Start

( Early Reading First 

( Other (specify)

  ___________________

  ___________________

	( 6. Phonemic and phonological awareness (for example, letter-sound correspondence, rhyming, etc.)
	( In-service training

( Local workshops 

( Continuing education courses

( National 

     conferences 

( Mentoring or 

     tutoring

( Other (specify)
	( School district

( State preschool 

( Head Start

( Early Reading First 

( Other (specify)

  ___________________

  ___________________

	( 7. Facilitating emergent literacy
	( In-service training

( Local workshops 

( Continuing education courses

( National 

    conferences 

( Mentoring or 

     tutoring

( Other (specify)
	( School district

( State preschool 

( Head Start

( Early Reading First 

( Other (specify)

  ___________________

  ___________________

	( 8. Literacy rich environments
	( In-service training

( Local workshops 

( Continuing education courses

( National 

    conferences 

( Mentoring or 

     tutoring

( Other (specify)
	( School district

( State preschool 

( Head Start

( Early Reading First 

( Other (specify)

  ___________________

  ___________________


	a. Topics Covered (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY AND THEN ANSWER PART B ()
	b. Method or Mode (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY AND THEN ANSWER PART C ()
	c. Source of Funding (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY)

	( 9.  Early childhood growth and development
	( In-service training

( Local workshops 

( Continuing education courses

( National 

    conferences 

( Mentoring or 

     tutoring

( Other (specify)
	( School district

( State preschool 

( Head Start

( Early Reading First 

( Other (specify)

  ___________________

  ___________________

	( 10. Classroom management
	( In-service training

( Local workshops 

( Continuing education courses

( National 

    conferences 

( Mentoring or 

     tutoring

( Other (specify)
	( School district

( State preschool 

( Head Start

( Early Reading First 

( Other (specify)

  ___________________

  ___________________

	( 11. Other language and literacy professional            development

(Specify)_______________________________
	( In-service training

( Local workshops 

( Continuing education courses

( National 

    conferences 

( Mentoring or 

     tutoring

( Other (specify)
	( School district

( State preschool 

( Head Start

( Early Reading First 

( Other (specify)

  ___________________

  ___________________


E. PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

E1.
How often do you give parents information or suggestions on things they can do at home to support their children’s learning?

1. Every day

2. Three or four times a week 

3. Once or twice a week

4. 2 to 3 times a month

5. Once a month or less

6. Never

E2.
What kind of information or suggestions do you give parents of children in the four-year-old classrooms to support their children’s reading development?


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________

E3.
What kind of assistance or training, if any, have you provided parents in the four-year-old classrooms regarding the skills that they need in order to help with their children’s language development?


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________

E4.   

How often do you communicate with families about school programs or student progress?

1. Every day 

2. Three or four times a week  

3. Once or twice a week

4. 2 to 3 times a month

5. Once a month or less

6. Never

E5.   
How often do you involve parents or other family members as volunteers in your preschool?

1. Every day 

2. Three or four times a week  

3. Once or twice a week

4. 2 to 3 times a month

5. Once a month or less

6. Never

That concludes our survey.  Thank you for your cooperation.































(Go to A4)
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