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Appendix H:

Study of State Implementation of 

No Child Left Behind Introductory Letters 

· State Director of Accountability

· State Director of Title II

State Director of Title III 

[Date]

[Name]

[Position]

[Street Address]

[City, state, zip]

Dear [State Director of Accountability]:  
I am writing to inform you of an important study sponsored by the Policy and Program Studies Service of the U.S. Department of Education that we are conducting as part of the Congressionally-mandated National Assessment of Title I. This survey will help to inform the next reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). In March, I sent chief state school officers a letter that outlined the purposes of this study. I would like to take this opportunity to ask for your cooperation and support in this important endeavor. 

The Study of State Implementation of Accountability and Teacher Quality under No Child Left Behind (SSI-NCLB) will collect information in fall 2004 and fall 2006. This study will gather longitudinal data on state implementation of three important components of NCLB – Title I accountability and assessment, teacher quality, and provisions relating to the instruction of limited English proficient students. Staff from our contractors will conduct telephone interviews to collect data on topics for which extant data are not available.

Staff from the American Institutes for Research or the Council of Chief State School Officers, part of the SSI-NCLB team, will contact you within the next few weeks to find a convenient time to conduct an interview.  I hope that you will participate in this important study.  Below is contact information, should you have any questions. In the meantime, if you have any questions or would like to discuss this study, please feel free to contact Collette Roney of the U.S. Department of Education at 202-401-5245 or collette.roney@ed.gov. You may also contact the project director, Kerstin Carlson LeFloch of the American Institutes for Research at 866-803-1604 or klefloch@air.org.  
Again, we appreciate your cooperation in making this study a useful source of information for Congress, the U.S. Department of Education, other policymakers, and educators.  We thank you and your staff for providing the expertise and time needed for the success of this study.

Sincerely,
Alan Ginsburg

Director, Policy and Program Studies Service

[Date]

[Name]

[Position]

[Street Address]

[City, state, zip]

Dear [State Director of Title II]:

I am writing to remind you of an important study sponsored by the Policy and Program Studies Service of the U.S. Department of Education that we are conducting as part of the Congressionally-mandated National Assessment of Title I. This study will help to inform the next reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). In March I sent chief state school officers a letter that outlined the purposes of this study. I would like to take this opportunity to ask for your cooperation and support in this important endeavor. 

The Study of State Implementation of Accountability and Teacher Quality under No Child Left Behind (SSI-NCLB) will collect information in fall 2004 and fall 2006. This study will gather longitudinal data on state implementation of three important components of NCLB – Title I accountability and assessment, teacher quality, and provisions relating to the instruction of limited English proficient students. Staff from our contractors will conduct telephone interviews to collect data on topics for which extant data are not available.

Staff from REDA International, Inc., part of the SSI-NCLB team, will contact you within the next few weeks to find a convenient time to conduct an interview.  I hope that you will participate in this important study.  Below is contact information, should you have any questions.  In the meantime, if you have any questions or would like to discuss this study, please feel free to contact Elizabeth Eisner of the U.S. Department of Education at 202-260-1109 or elizabeth.eisner@ed.gov.  You may also contact the project director, Kerstin Carlson LeFloch of the American Institutes for Research at 866-803-1604 or klefloch@air.org.  
Again, we appreciate your cooperation in making this study a useful source of information for Congress, the U.S. Department of Education, other policymakers, and educators.  We thank you and your staff for providing the expertise and time needed for the success of this study.

Sincerely,
Alan Ginsburg

Director, Policy and Program Studies Service

[Date]

[Name]

[Position]

[Street Address]

[City, state, zip]

Dear [State Director of Title III]:   
I am writing to inform you of an important study sponsored by the Policy and Program Studies Service of the U.S. Department of Education that we are conducting as part of the Congressionally-mandated National Assessment of Title I. This study will help to inform the next reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). In March, I sent chief state school officers a letter that outlined the purposes of this study. I would like to take this opportunity to ask for your cooperation and support in this important endeavor. 

The Study of State Implementation of Accountability and Teacher Quality under No Child Left Behind (SSI-NCLB) will collect information in fall 2004 and fall 2006. This study will gather longitudinal data on state implementation of three important components of NCLB – Title I accountability and assessment, teacher quality, and provisions relating to the instruction of limited English proficient students. Staff from our contractors will conduct telephone interviews to collect data on topics for which extant data are not available.

Staff from the American Institutes for Research, part of the SSI-NCLB team, will contact you within the next few weeks to find a convenient time to conduct an interview.  I hope that you will participate in this important study.  Below is contact information, should you have any questions. In the meantime, if you have any questions or would like to discuss this study, please feel free to contact Collette Roney of the U.S. Department of Education at 202-401-5245 or collette.roney@ed.gov.  You may also contact the project director, Kerstin Carlson LeFloch of the American Institutes for Research at 866-803-1604 or klefloch@air.org.  
Again, we appreciate your cooperation in making this study a useful source of information for Congress, the U.S. Department of Education, other policymakers, and educators.  We thank you and your staff for providing the expertise and time needed for the success of this study.

Sincerely,
Alan Ginsburg

Director, Policy and Program Studies Service

