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	Domains
	Constructs
	Variables

	State Policies and Strategies
	Content and Performance Standards by Subject Matter (English language arts and mathematics)
	Rigor
	Proficiency Cut Scores

	
	
	
	Overall percent proficient compared to other states

	
	
	
	Percent proficient compared to other states, by subgroup

	
	
	
	Overall percent proficient compared to NAEP

	
	
	
	External evaluation of content standards

	
	
	Specificity
	Number of proficiency levels

	
	
	
	Change in proficiency cut scores

	
	
	
	Method for setting proficiency levels

	
	
	
	Academic Achievement standards approved by ED

	
	
	
	Grade by grade vs. grade span

	
	
	
	Scientific fields included in science content standards

	
	
	
	Grade level/span of science content standards

	
	
	Stability
	Date standards adopted

	
	
	Development of content standards
	Evidence that State has adopted challenging content standards for English language arts at grades 3-8

	
	
	
	Date Content Standards were approved by ED

	
	
	
	External evaluation of content standards

	
	
	Timelines 
	Timeline for setting academic achievement standards in math

	
	
	
	Timeline for setting academic achievement standards in English language arts

	
	
	
	Timeline for setting academic achievement standards in science

	
	
	
	Date science standards approved by ED

	
	Assessments in English language arts and mathematics
	Alignment with standards
	Source of assessment

	
	
	
	Method of alignment with standards

	
	
	
	External evaluation of alignment

	
	
	
	Developed specifically for state, modified off-the-shelf, off-the shelf

	
	
	Stability
	Number of years implemented

	
	
	
	Plans for new assessments

	
	
	Timeframe 
	Testing window

	
	
	High stakes assessment
	End-of-course exams

	
	
	
	Other high stakes attached to assessment


	
	
	Test type
	State assessment in English language arts, grades tested

	
	
	
	State assessment in writing, grades tested

	
	
	
	State assessment in math, grades tested

	
	
	
	State assessment in science, grades tested

	
	
	
	State assessment in social studies, grades tested

	
	
	Timeline 
	Timeline for development and implementation of assessments in math for required grade levels

	
	
	
	Timeline for development and implementation of assessments in English language arts for required grade levels

	
	
	
	Timeline for development and implementation of assessments in science for required grade levels

	
	
	
	Date state ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS test approved by ED

	
	
	
	Date state writing test approved by ED

	
	
	
	Date state math test approved by ED

	
	
	
	Date state science test approved by ED

	
	
	
	Date state social studies test approved by ED

	
	
	
	Use of confidence intervals

	
	
	
	State uniform averaging procedure (number of years of data included in AYP)

	
	
	
	Use of index in calculating AYP

	
	
	
	English language arts and math assessments used for AYP

	
	
	Item development process and testing procedures
	State English language arts assessment

	
	
	
	State writing assessment

	
	
	
	State math assessment

	
	
	
	State science assessment

	
	
	
	State social studies assessment

	
	
	
	Independent state advisory board

	
	
	Relevant population

· Breadth

· Differentiation
	Assessments used for AYP (other indicator)

	
	
	
	Participation cell size (for AYP)

	
	
	
	Definition of full academic year

	
	
	
	State definition of a cohort

	
	
	Timeline

· Shape (accelerated, step, linear)

· Slope
	Starting points

	
	
	
	Annual measureable objectives (timeline for 100% proficiency)

	
	
	
	State intermediate goals

	
	
	Criteria
	Use of other indicators

	
	
	Consistency (with other system policies)
	Alternate measures of progress under state system

	
	Strategies for Special Student Populations
	Inclusion
	Inclusion of students with disabilities and LEP students in application of NCLB sanctions

	
	
	
	Inclusion of students with disabilties and LEP students in AYP calculations

	
	
	
	Participation rates

	
	
	Alternate assessment for students with disabilities:

· Use

· Access
	Alternate assessments for students with disabilities

	
	
	
	Plan for new assessments for students with disabilities

	
	
	
	Eligibility for all assessments

	
	
	
	Inclusion policies

	
	
	
	Alternate achievement standards

	
	
	Accommodations:

· Type

· Access
	Eligibility for accommodations

	
	
	
	Types of accommodations

	
	Strategies for students with Limited English proficiency
	Standards 
	Status of state’s efforts to establish ELP standards that relate to development and attainment of English proficiency by LEP students

	
	
	Definition
	State definition of “proficient” for ELP annual measureable objectives

	
	
	
	Description of how five domains of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and comprehension are incorporated/weighted in definition of English “proficient”

	
	
	
	State’ definition of “making progress” as it relates to ELP standards

	
	
	Assessments

· Stability

· Access

· Coherence

· Availability
	State’s test score range or cut scores for each ELP assessment

	
	
	
	Source of English language proficiency assessments

	
	
	
	Date assessments implemented

	
	
	
	Evidence of linkage between English language proficiency assessments and standards

	
	
	
	Method of linkage between English language proficiency assessments and standards

	
	
	
	Range of accommodations

	
	
	
	Grades assessed

	
	
	
	Domains included in assessments

	
	
	
	Reporting of domains assessed

	
	
	
	Inclusion policies

	
	
	
	Availability of state-approved alternate assessments

	
	
	
	Plans for new alternate assessments

	
	
	Development of Standards

· Stability

· Specificity

· Depth

· Coherence
	Definition of English proficiency

	
	
	
	Source of proficiency standards

	
	
	
	Date standards adopted

	
	
	
	Plans for new or revised standards

	
	
	
	Standards defined grade by grade or grade span

	
	
	
	Grades included in proficiency standards

	
	
	
	Domains covered in proficiency standards

	
	
	
	Number of proficiency levels

	
	
	
	Number of levels above and below proficient 

	
	
	
	Names of proficiency levels

	
	
	
	Linkage of English language proficiency standards to content standards

	
	
	
	Linkage of English language proficiency levels to achievement levels of reading language arts

	
	
	
	Methods of linking English language proficiency and reading language arts standards and achievement levels

	
	
	Participation
	Participation Rate for limited English proficient students in core content and English language proficiency assessments

	
	
	Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives
	State definition of making progress in learning English

	
	
	
	Definition of cohorts

	
	
	
	Expected student progress for each year in cohort

	
	
	
	Annual measurable achievement objectives for “making progress” for each year in cohorts by grade

	
	
	
	Annual measurable achievement objectives for achievement objectives for each year in cohorts by grade

	
	
	
	New or revised annual measurable achievement objectives targets

	
	
	
	State performance data on students making progress and achieving proficiency

	
	
	
	Percent of students making targets

	
	
	
	How five domains of listening, speaking, reading, comprehension and writing are weighted in definition of English “proficient”

	
	
	
	Percent of students achieving proficiency

	
	
	Technical assistance and professional development
	Targeting of assistance

	
	
	
	Focus of technical assistance

	
	
	
	Source of technical assistance

	
	
	
	Intended recipients of technical assistance

	
	
	
	Intensity/duration of technical assistance

	
	
	
	Anticipated changes in technical assistance

	
	
	Accountability measures
	
	Calculations of annual measurable achievement objectives performance data

	
	
	
	
	Sanctions for districts/schools not meeting annual measurable achievement objectives

	
	
	
	
	Reporting of annual measurable achievement objectives performance data

	
	
	
	
	Sanctions for not meeting annual measurable achievement objectives targets for two years

	
	
	
	
	Sanctions for not meeting annual measurable achievement objectives targets for four years

	
	
	Guidance
	
	Topics covered in language fluency guidance

	
	
	
	
	Methods of distributing language fluency guidance

	
	
	
	
	Language fluency provisions delegated to districts

	
	
	Teacher language fluency levels
	
	Definition of fluency levels

	
	
	
	
	Methods of demonstrating fluency

	
	
	
	
	Application of fluency requirements

	
	
	State requirements for teachers
	
	Available English language learner-related certifications and endorsements

	
	
	
	
	Required English language learner-related certifications and endorsements

	
	
	
	
	Criteria for meeting requirements

	
	
	Policies and monitoring mechanisms for teachers of core subject areas
	
	Monitoring of mainstream teachers of core subjects

	
	
	
	
	Monitoring of teachers in language instruction education programs

	
	
	
	
	State capacity to identify mainstream teachers of limited English proficient students

	
	
	
	
	Dissagregation of teacher quality data of mainstream teachers of limited English proficient students

	
	
	
	
	Reporting of teacher quality status data

	
	
	
	
	Definition of English as a second language courses as core academic subjects

	
	
	
	
	Incentive policies and types of incentives to attract highly qualified teachers to teach limited English proficient students

	
	
	Policies and monitoring mechanisms for teachers’ knowledge and skills
	
	State capacity to track data in teachers’ English language development knowledge and skills

	
	
	
	
	Required coursework or demonstration of teachers’ knowledge and skills to teach limited English proficient students

	
	
	
	
	Incentives for teachers to gain knowledge and skills to teach limited English proficient students

	
	
	
	
	Reporting of data on teachers’ knowledge and skills to teach limited English proficient students

	
	
	
	
	Dissaggregation on highly qualified teacher status with regard to content

	
	
	Professional Development for teachers teaching core academic subjects
	
	State-supported professional development in core subjects for teachers of limited English proficient students

	
	
	
	
	Types of professional development

	
	
	
	
	Targeting of professional development

	
	
	
	
	Amount of professional development provided

	
	
	
	
	State-supported professional development in core subjects for paraprofessionals and principals working with limited English proficient students

	
	
	
	
	Highly qualified status of content area teachers of limited English proficient students

	
	
	Professional development for teachers’ knowledge and skills
	
	State supported professional development in language development needs and instructional strategies for limited English proficient students

	
	
	
	
	Types of professional development

	
	
	
	
	Targeting of professional development

	
	
	
	
	Amount of professional development provided

	
	
	State-level Title II and Title III funds
	
	Percent of funds used for subject matter professional development

	
	
	
	
	Percent of funds used for professional development to help teachers meet state certification and licensure requirements

	
	
	
	
	Focus of state-retained funds for teacher quality

	
	
	
	
	Targeting of state Title II funds to teachers of limited English proficient students

	
	
	
	
	Proportion of Title III funds used for professional development


	
	Definitions of Highly Qualified Teachers
	Relevant Population

· Breadth

· Differentiation
	Subjects counted as core (determines applicability of NCLB teacher quality requirements

	
	
	
	Definitions of subject areas (e.g. broad sciences)

	
	
	Timeline
	State AMOs (rate of improvement)

	
	
	
	Starting points (baseline)

	
	
	
	Establishment of disrict AMOs

	
	1. Certification/ Licensure

Traditional route

Alternative route
	1(a) Traditional

· Rigor

· Stability

· Structure
	Definitions of major equivalence (e.g. hours, credits)

	
	
	
	Changes in credentialing regulations (date, type)

	
	
	
	Structure of credentialing (multiple subjects vs. single subject)

	
	
	1(b) Emphasis
	Presence of alternate routes

	
	
	
	Number of alternate routes

	
	
	1(b) Scope
	Proportion of teachers certified through alternate programs

	
	
	1(b) State requirements for preservice and inservice
	Number of hours

	
	
	
	Content (pedagogical or subject matter)

	
	
	
	Form (mentoring/supervision, coursework)

	
	
	1(b) Timeframe
	Allowable time in program with HQT status

	
	2. Demonstration of Content Knowledge:

Testing

HOUSSE

Academic major or grad degree
	2(a) Source of test
	Developed specifically for state, off-the-shelf modified, off-the-shelf

	
	
	2(a) Type of test
	Format (practical, paper-and-pencil, mixed)

	
	
	2(a) Rigor
	Cut scores

	
	
	
	Test score expiration

	
	
	
	Retake attempts (limits)

	
	
	2(a) Stability
	Number of years implemented

	
	
	
	Plans for new assessments

	
	
	2(b) Eligibility
	Definition of new vs. veteran teachers 

	
	
	2(b) Structure
	Type (point system, evaluation)

	
	
	
	Variability across subjects and levels

	
	
	
	Components in point system (years of experience, etc)

	
	
	
	Weight of components

	
	
	2(b)Timeliness
	Date HOUSSE policy released

	
	Definitions of Qualified Aides

(1) Two years of higher education OR
(2) Associate’s degree
	(1) and (2) Rigor
	Number of credit hours for 2 years of study 

	
	
	
	Number of credit hours for associate’s degree

	
	
	
	Definition of qualified paraprofessional

	
	
	
	Baseline data and targets for percentage of qualified paraprofessionals

	
	(3) Testing
	(3) Source of assessment
	Developed specifically for state, off-the-shelf modified, off-the-shelf

	
	
	(3) Type of assessment
	Format (practical, paper and pencil, mix)

	
	
	(3) Rigor
	Cut scores

	
	
	
	Test score expiration

	
	
	
	Retake attempts (limits)

	
	
	Stability
	Number of years implemented

	
	
	
	Plans for new assessments

	
	Incentives Policies/Sanctions
	Range of policy options
	Sanctions included in state’s NCLB accountability system



	
	
	
	Rewards included in NCLB system

	
	
	
	Range of sanctions for failure to meet teacher quality annual measureable objectives

	
	
	Prescriptiveness
	Criteria for applying sanctions

	
	
	
	Criteria for applying rewards

	
	
	Consistency
	Alternate rewards under state system

	
	
	
	Alternate sanctions under state system

	
	Appeals Procedures
	Eligibility
	Grounds for appeals

	
	
	Timeliness
	Length of appeals process

	
	
	
	Release date of appeals decisions

	State Implementation Processes
	Communication to Districts and Schools about NCLB
	Accessibility
	Mode(s) of dissemination

	
	
	Timeliness of information
	Release date of AYP definition

	
	
	
	Release date of HOUSSE definition

	
	Quality of State data
	Accessibility
	Web-based access to data (downloadable)

	
	
	Frequency
	Updated continuously

	
	
	
	Updated periodically

	
	
	Ease of data manipulation
	Can schools manipulate data

	
	
	Source of data
	State-maintained database (for teacher quality)

	
	
	
	Data provided by districts and/or schools (for teacher quality)

	
	
	
	Reporting format/presentation (state report card)

	
	
	
	Available translations/languages

	
	
	Timeliness
	Release date(s)

	
	
	Comprehensiveness
	Presence of required elements

	
	State support for school improvement
	Primary Strategies/ Program
	Name of support program(s) and/or strategies

	
	
	Focus
	Curricular strategies

	
	
	
	PD strategies

	
	
	
	Data use

	
	
	
	Budget issues

	
	
	
	Other

	
	
	Targeting
	Recipient schools and districts (identified for improvement, corrective action, etc)

	
	
	Provider type
	School support teams

	
	
	
	Distinguished principals/teachers

	
	
	
	External support providers

	
	
	
	Regional or county educational agencies

	
	
	
	Other

	
	
	Provider Quality control
	Criteria for selection

	
	
	
	Training

	
	
	Format
	On-site assistance

	
	
	
	Workshop

	
	
	
	Web-based

	
	
	Stability
	State support programs in place prior to NCLB

	
	
	Duration
	Duration

	
	
	Strategies
	Actions taken to address achievement problems in schools identified for improvement

	
	
	
	Actions taken to address achievement problems in schools identified for improvement

	
	State support for teacher quality
	Focus
	Curricular strategies

	
	
	
	PD strategies

	
	
	
	Data use

	
	
	
	Other focus

	
	
	Targeting
	Districts with high rates of poverty

	
	
	
	Districts with high rates of minorities

	
	
	
	Districts that fail to meet teacher quality annual measureable objectives

	
	
	
	Other targeting

	
	
	Provider type
	Mentor teachers or teams

	
	
	
	Universities

	
	
	
	External support providers

	
	
	Provider quality control
	Criteria for selection

	
	
	
	Training requirements

	
	
	
	PD activities

	
	
	
	Workshops

	
	
	
	Web-based

	
	
	Duration
	Average number of days in schools/districts

	
	
	
	Range of days in schools/districts

	
	Monitoring and Enforcement (Accountability and Teacher Quality)
	Monitoring process:

Frequency

Focus
	Monitoring of teacher quality annual measureable objectives

	
	
	Consistency of enforcement
	Proportion of eligible schools and districts that experience sanctions

	
	
	
	Characteristics of schools and districts that experience sanctions

	
	
	
	Proportion of schools and districts that receive awards

	
	
	
	Characteristics of schools and districts that receive rewards

	
	
	Stability of sanctions
	Proportion of identified schools that appealed

	
	
	
	Proportion of appeals that were approved

	
	Allocation of Fiscal Resources (state-retained improvement funds)
	Consistency with goals
	Focus of state-retained funds for school improvement

	
	
	
	Focus of state-retained funds for teacher quality

	
	
	
	Characteristics of recipients of services funded by state-retained teacher quality funds


	      
	Student Achievement
	Achievement level

Achievement growth

Achievement gap
	State level achievement results by: Subject

	
	
	
	State level achievement results by: Grade

	
	
	
	State level achievement results by: Race/ethnicity, gender, and poverty

	
	AYP and IFI status of schools and districts
	
	Names, number and characteristics of schools that miss AYP targets and reasons

	
	
	
	Names, number and characteristics of schools identified for improvement and reasons

	
	
	
	Percentage of Title I schools making AYP

	
	
	
	Names, number and characteristics of districts that miss AYP targets and reasons

	
	
	
	Names, number and characteristics of districts identified for improvement and reasons

	
	AYP data for all students
	
	Evidence and data to support whether the state has met AYP for each racial and ethnic group

	
	
	
	Evidence and data to support whether the state has met AYP for economically disadvantaged students

	
	
	
	Evidence and data to support whether the state has met AYP for SWD

	
	
	
	Evidence and data to support whether the state has met AYP for LEP students

	
	
	
	AYP results for students making progress in learning English

	
	
	
	AYP results for students attaining English proficiency

	
	Quality of teaching force
	
	Percent highly qualified teachers by level, subject

	
	
	
	Percent highly qualified teachers by alternate routes

	
	
	
	Percent of teachers with provisional or emergency licenses

	
	
	
	Percent of classes taught by highly qualified teachers

	
	Supplemental Educational Services
	
	Number of Title I schools whose student received SES during 2002-2003 school year

	
	
	
	Number of students who received SES during 2002-2003 school year

	
	Other student indicators
	
	Graduation rates

	
	
	
	Dropout rates

	
	
	
	Enrollment rates

	
	
	
	Assessment rates

	
	Technical Capacity
	SEA Capacity
	Ratio of state education agency staff to students, schools, and districtss

	
	
	Data system capacity
	Stage of development for statewide individual student-level record system

	
	
	
	Data types for statewide individual student-level record system

	
	
	
	Unique teacher identifier

	
	
	
	Linked longitudinal student achievement data

	
	
	
	Integration of certification data

	
	
	
	Integration of scheduling data

	
	
	
	Vertical integration of data

	
	
	
	Horizontal integration of data

	
	
	
	Modes of state reporting 

	
	
	
	Data types for statewide individual student-level record system

	
	Pool of qualified teachers
	Size
	Number and qualifications of teachers within state

	
	
	
	Overall number of certified teachers

	
	
	Retention
	Certified teachers in non-educational fields 

	
	
	
	Pass rates for higher ed teacher ed programs

	
	State system
	Size
	Number of districts

Number of schools

Number of students

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Student demographics
	Diversity
	Ethnicity

	
	
	
	Poverty

	
	
	
	Languages spoken

	
	Prior achievement
	Level
	Student achievement levels prior to NCLB (SY 2001-2002)

	
	Prior policies
	Assessment systems
	Grades assessed prior to NCLB

	
	
	
	Subjects assessed prior to NCLB

	
	
	Accountability systems
	Presence of dual system prior to NCLB

	
	
	
	Definition of AYP approved prior to NCLB

	
	
	
	Designations for performance established prior to NCLB
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