Attachment C

Data Elements Deleted from Previous Civil Rights Data Collection

The specific data items that OCR has decided not to retain for the ED Civil Rights Data Collection are:

Pregnancy: 

The pregnancy data items requested district-level information on the number of students who were identified as pregnant during the previous school year, and the number of students not in school this year, not counting students who graduated; and school-level information regarding whether or not alternative schools offered programs for pregnant students. OCR’s field offices have indicated that they do not use the pregnancy data. Eliminating the pregnancy item would be a reduction of 1 of the 8 data items on the ED101 or, as measured by “cell count,” a reduction of 2 cells, and a ‘check box’ on the ED102 alternative school item (a burden reduction of less than a cell). 

Discipline: Expulsions Due to “Zero Tolerance” Policies 

OCR currently collects several categories of discipline data at the school level: corporal punishment, suspensions, expulsions, expulsions with total cessation of educational services, and expulsions due to “zero tolerance” policies. In OCR’s examination of the continuing need for each of these types of discipline data, enforcement office representatives indicated that the “expulsions due to zero tolerance” item was less useful than the other discipline items on the survey.  OCR collects 70 cells of data regarding discipline of students, and not retaining “expulsions due to zero tolerance policies” will result in a deletion of 14 of those cells.  

Interscholastic Athletics: sports and teams with both male and female students

The interscholastic athletics data item (Item 16 on the school-level [ED102] survey form) currently collects data regarding the participation of students in both single-sex and co-ed sports and teams by asking for information on the number of different sports (with only male students, only female students, and both male and female students), the number of teams (with only male students, only female students, and both male and female students), and the number of students participating on teams (male and female students participating on single-sex teams and teams with students of both sexes).  OCR’s examination of this item has determined that there is less of a need for data on sports, teams, and student participants on teams that have both male and female students, because there are relatively few “mixed” teams. Information on sports, teams, and students participating on teams with only male students or only female students will be retained.  OCR collects 10 cells of data on interscholastic athletics, and not retaining data on “mixed” sports and teams will result in a deletion of 4 of those cells. 

Disability: changes to school-level data on placement by disability category [Tables 10 and 11 of the ED102 form]   

Tables 10 and 11 both collect data on students with disability categories by placement outside the regular classroom. Table 10 collects additional data on certain disability categories: mental retardation and its subcategories, emotional disturbance, specific learning disability, and developmental delay by race/ethnicity by gender, and LEP (limited English proficiency) by gender; and collects data on placement by gender.  In 2002, Table 11 collected data on placement outside the regular classroom and an optional total.  

OCR has reexamined the need for placement categories, and other related changes regarding the necessity of separate totals for both of these tables. Our enforcement office representatives have indicated that data on placement of students outside the regular classroom could be deleted, i.e., placement less than 21% outside the regular classroom, and placement outside the regular classroom between 21% and 60% of the time).  Placement for 60% or more of the time outside the regular classroom would be retained.  In terms of importance, placements outside the regular classroom for more than 60% of the time are of more interest to OCR than placements for 60% of the time or less. 

Because there are no longer data available to calculate a total number of students with disabilities by disability category, and other needed totals, for the disability categories in Table 11, OCR has changed the total column from “optional” to required.  However, because data are available to calculate a total number of students in Table 10, OCR has deleted the (previously “optional”) total column.  In 2002, the total cell count for Tables 10 and 11 was 140 cells, and not retaining data on educational placements outside the regular classroom less than 21% or between 21% and 60% of the time, and making related changes to totals will yield a burden reduction of 42 cells.  

Disability: other changes to Table 10—“Children with Disabilities,” Disaggregated by Race/Ethnicity and LEP Status [subcategories of mental retardation]]  

Representatives of state education agencies, such as the Educational Information Advisory Committee (EIAC) of the Council of Chief State School Officers, have expressed concerns about the subcategories of mental retardation because these subcategories are not specified in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  Concerns about the validity of the data in these subcategories also have been raised.  In order to address these concerns, OCR since 1997 has indicated that schools that do not collect and maintain the data in the subcategories are not required to report these data, which has at least partially addressed EIAC’s concern.

Enforcement office representatives have indicated that the category of severe mental retardation (school level data on Row 10.A3 of the 2002 ED 102 form) could be deleted, while the categories of mild mental retardation and moderate mental retardation should be retained.  The reason is that OCR has observed far less disproportionate representation of minority students in the severe mental retardation category than in the mild and moderate categories.  Data collected on mental retardation and its subcategories totals 42 cells, and no longer retaining “severe mental retardation” will yield a burden reduction of 14 cells.  

Testing: are tests required by the district or state, and are test the “sole criterion” or a “significant” criterion for promotion or graduation
In 2002, OCR requested district-level data on whether tests required for promotion or graduation were required by the state, or by the school district.  In addition, OCR requested school-level data on whether tests required for promotion or graduation are the sole criterion or significant criterion.  These questions proved confusing to school districts and schools, and required substantial editing of the data.  However, such data will continue to be needed in order to determine which states and districts have tests required for promotion or graduation. In order to make use of the capabilities of Web-based and other technologies and create state-specific survey forms, which will reduce burden on schools and districts, we intend to gather information from each state educational agency, and certain large urban school districts, on their testing requirements for the 2003-2004 school year, and are accordingly notifying OMB of our plans for such information gathering activity through this clearance package. Obtaining such information from the states will result in a burden reduction of 2 cells on the district-level (ED101) form, and one cell and an additional bubble on the school-level [ED102 form].    

Level of school 

In the past, OCR has collected school-level data on both the specific grades offered by a school (pre-k through 12) and the “level of school” (whether a school is an elementary, junior/middle, high, or other/combined).  In our reexamination of data items to determine whether burden can be reduced on schools by using information available from other components within the Department, OCR determined that categorizations exist which would allow the Department to make a determination on the level of school according to the grades that the school indicates it offers. We are therefore not retaining this item for collection on the ED102 Survey form itself, but intend to continue to have this information available. 

Other types of changes that will reduce burden

As part of the transition from the Elementary and Secondary Survey to the ED Civil Rights Data Collection, we intend to conduct “usability testing” on the ED101 and ED102 forms in order to ascertain opportunities for further burden reduction through the use of Web-based technology, finalize the extent to which forms will be customized for each state, continue to align data items and definitions with the EDEN core repository and other collections within the Department in order to increase opportunities for “pre-population” of data wherever feasible, and review the forms themselves for possible clarifying improvements to format and to the language of definitions. Accordingly, there may continue to be clarifications to the format of forms and instructions submitted with this package over the next few months, as we continue to fully implement all available opportunities to reduce burden on school districts and schools.  

