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SUBJECT
: Request for Reinstatement with Change of the Performance Report



  Form for Upward Bound, Upward Bound Math-Science,



  and Veterans Upward Bound (OMB No. 1840-0762)

We are requesting a reinstatement for three years of the annual performance report form for the Upward Bound, Upward Bound Math-Science, and Veterans Upward Bound programs. All grantees in these closely related programs must submit an annual performance report as a condition of their grant awards.  The Department of Education needs OMB’s approval of the form in order to collect 2003-04 performance data. 

As you will note in the attached materials, OMB’s approval of the collection instrument for the Upward Bound report form expired at the end of January 2004.  Upward Bound staff members anticipated this expiration and allowed it to occur because other program tasks and deadlines were far more pressing.  No one has used the form since its expiration.  Grantees will not need to work with the new instrument until summer 2004, and will not need to submit data under the instrument until the end of November 2004.  The new instrument will of course not be used until it is cleared; as soon as OMB approves the form, we will send it to the grantees for whom its use is mandatory.  

Department staff members use grantees’ annual reports for critical information on the projects’ performance and compliance with the program’s requirements.  Data from the reports are also essential for future funding decisions:  the “prior experience” points that program staff members assign based on the reports are combined with field readers’ scores to arrive at total scores used in final decisions. The data collected are also aggregated to provide national information on project participants and program outcomes.

The attached materials include proposed revisions.  While a few of the data fields in the annual performance report form have been updated, the most significant revisions involve the Upward Bound Participant Expansion Initiative funded in fall 2003.  In light of findings in our recent national evaluation that the Upward Bound program had significant beneficial effects on high-risk students, the Initiative was designed to increase the number of students with greatest need to be served by the Upward Bound program.  Under the Initiative, the Department awarded 219 supplemental awards in September 2003 to existing grantees to allow them to serve larger numbers of high-risk students.  A new section of the attached annual performance report form will require grantees with Initiative funding to provide the Department with essential data on how this effort is being implemented.  In addition, a few new data fields have been added to Section IIA to collect specific information on how students met the eligibility criteria for the Initiative.  Also, to respond to grantees’ suggestions and to effect more accurate data analysis, the Department has added a few other new fields to Section II.

Because grantees are required by the program’s regulations to gather and maintain the information included in the collection (including the new data on the Initiative), the burden hours for each respondent are unchanged; however, the total burden hours are greater because of an increase in the number of grantees responding. 

The attached OMB 83-I and other documents are being submitted as required.

If additional information is needed, please contact Kathy Fuller at (202) 219-7114. 

Attachments

