Dear PAAT Program Director:

This letter invites you to apply for your grant award for the Protection and Advocacy for Assistive Technology (PAAT) program authorized under Section 102 of the Assistive Technology Act of 1998 (Act).  This package consists of a letter of application, the PAAT Assurances, and the Certifications Regarding Lobbying; Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters; and Drug-Free Workplace Requirements.  When submitted, these materials will constitute your request for PAAT funds for fiscal year (FY) ____, and all subsequent fiscal years, until such time as the Protection and Advocacy system in your State may be redesignated.

To request funds, please do the following:

1. provide all requested information;


2.
sign and date the forms as indicated;


3.
write the cover letter of application to the Commissioner on your own letterhead.  The copy that we are enclosing is simply a sample to assist you in composing a letter;


4.
enclose the original and one copy of the entire application package;


5.
send all copies of the application package to the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) at: the U.S. Department of Education, ____________.  

To ensure timely review, please submit your application to RSA no later than ____.  

This submission to RSA will ensure that funds will be distributed to PAAT grantees for a budget period of April 1, 2004 through March 31, 2005.  For FY 2005 and future years, RSA intends to distribute funds to support a budget period, consistent with the Federal fiscal year, of October 1, 2004 through September 30, 2005.  In addition, RSA is developing a uniform data collection instrument for use by grantees annually.  This form will be available to grantees in the summer of 2004 and will be required 90 days after the close of each fiscal year.  We recommend that grantees use the instrument to report FY 2004 data and information by December 30, 2004.  However, RSA will require grantees to utilize the form to report data for all subsequent fiscal years, beginning with FY 2005 (October 1, 2004 – September 30, 2005).
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I appreciate your commitment to serving individuals with disabilities and meeting the goals of the PAAT program.  Please do not hesitate to contact RSA if you have any questions.







Sincerely,







Joanne Wilson







Commissioner

Enclosures

