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TPM - 

SUBJECT:
The Teacher Preparation study parental consent form distribution 


 

Thank you for participating in the national evaluation of teacher preparation programs.  We know you have a busy schedule.  The evaluation will only take a small amount of your time this fall, and in the spring.  Enclosed you will find the following materials:

· Parental consent forms

· Letter to the parent/guardian from your principal, explaining the study

· Checklist containing the names of all known students assigned to your classroom

Instructions for the distribution of the consent forms:

1.
You should distribute the consent forms to students as soon as you receive them.

2.
Mathematica has provided you with a checklist to use to track students who were and were not issued consent forms.  Please follow up with students who were absent on the day of distribution to ensure that all students receive a consent form.  Distribute consent forms to any students in your classroom that are not listed on the checklist.  Send home consent forms to any new students assigned to your classroom before [DATE].

3.
When distributing consent forms, instruct students to take the form home for their parents to read.  The consent form informs parents about the evaluation and describes what will be required of participating students.  It also instructs parents to complete, sign, and mail in the form to Mathematica if they do not want their child to participate.  

4.
It is possible that some parents may give the form to their child to return to you.  If you receive any signed consent forms directly, please have the school secretary fax the form to me at (609) 799-0005.  The forms should be faxed on the day they are received and you keep the originals, which Mathematica will collect at the end of the consent period.

5.
Students whose parents sign and return a consent form will be excluded from the evaluation.  Prior to testing, teachers will need to determine where non-participants will be placed while testing is in session.


Once again, thank you for participating in this important research project. I look forward to meeting you during testing week.
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