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Introduction

The Migrant Child Count Report contains the Title I, Part C, Migrant Education Program (MEP) child count reporting requirements due in December of each year.  For the 2003 - 2004 school year, the report is due to the Department by December 1, 2004.  States should use this report to submit 1) the Category 1 and Category 2 child counts that are used in determining annual State allocations under the Title I, Part C, Migrant Education Program (MEP), as authorized in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001; and 2) the supporting information explaining how the child counts were calculated and validated.  

General Instructions and Timelines

States should respond to this Migrant Child Count Report to receive federal funds under the Title I, Part C, Migrant Education Program.  The report is due to the Department on December 1, 2004 and should reflect migrant child counts from the 2003 – 2004 school year (i.e., September 1, 2003 – August 31, 2004).

Transmittal Instructions

To expedite the receipt of this report, please send your report via the Internet as a .doc file, pdf file, rft or .txt file to Sam.Harris@ed.gov.  Please send a follow-up, signed paper copy of the “Migrant Child Count Report” via the U.S. Postal Service to the address below.

The paper report should be mailed to:

Dr. Sam Harris

U.S. Department of Education

Room 3E341

400 Maryland Avenue, S.W.

Washington, DC  20202-6135

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1965, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1810-0519.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 30 hours per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data needed, and complete and review the information collection.  If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate(s) or suggestions for improving this form, please write directly to Dr. Sam Harris, U.S. Department of Education, Room 3E341, 400 Maryland Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC  20202-6135.
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Instructions

A.
Migrant Child Counts

To be included in the counts below a child must meet the definitions of a migrant child in section 1309 of ESEA and 34 CFR 200.81 of the MEP regulations.

On the first line of the table below, enter the unduplicated number of eligible children ages 3-21 who, within 3 years of making a qualifying move, resided in your State for one or more days during the period September 1 - August 31 of this reporting year.  This figure includes all eligible migrant children who may or may not have participated in MEP services, and excludes eligible migrant children who are not counted for funding purposes, such as children served after their period of eligibility has expired when other services are not available to meet their needs, or previously eligible secondary-school children who are receiving credit accrual services, and children ages 0-2.  

On the second line of the table below, enter the unduplicated number of eligible migrant children ages 3 – 21 who, within three years of making a qualifying move, were served for one or more days in an MEP-funded project conducted during either the summer term or during intersession periods that occurred within the period September 1 – August 31 of this reporting year.  Count a child who moved to different schools within the state and who was served in both traditional summer and year-round school intersession programs only once.  This figure excludes participants who are not counted for funding purposes, such as children served after their period of eligibility has expired when other services are not available to meet their needs, or previously eligible secondary-school children who are receiving credit accrual services, and children ages 0-2.

	Title I, Part C, Count of Children Eligible for Funding Purposes

	For the Period 9/1/03 – 8/31/04
	Number of Students

	12-Month Count of Students Eligible for Funding Purposes: 
	

	Summer/Intersession Count of Participants Eligible for Funding Purposes:
	


[NOTE:  Additional guidance addressing specific procedural concerns with child counts may be found in Chapter IX: Program Performance and Child Count Reporting in the Draft Non-Regulatory Guidance issued by the Department for the Title I, Part C, Migrant Education Program.   This guidance is available on the Department’s web site at <http://www.ed.gov/programs/mep/mepguidance2003.doc>]

B.
Child Count Explanation

Provide a written summary of your State’s MEP child count calculation and validation procedures that address each of the following questions.

1. Description of Child Count Procedure(s)
a. Student information system(s). [Note: If the state’s category 2 count was generated using a different system than the category 1 count, please identify each system.]

i. What system(s) did your state use to compile and generate its 2003-04 category 1 child count and the category 2 child count?  (e.g., NGS, MIS 2000, COEStar, manual system)

ii. Were last year’s child counts generated using the same system(s)?

iii. Will the state be using the same system(s) to generate the 2004-2005 child counts?

b. Data collection and management procedure(s). [Note: If the data for the state’s category 2 count were collected and maintained differently than the category 1 count, please describe each set of procedures.]

i. How were the child count data collected? Please describe, in narrative form, (a) what data were collected, (b) what activities were conducted to collect the data, and (c) when were the data collected for use in the student information system.

ii. Describe how those data are inputted, updated, and then organized by the student information system for child count purposes at the state level.

c. Method(s) used to count students. [Note: If your state’s 2003-04 category 2 count was generated using a different system than the category 1 count, please describe each system separately.]

i. How was each child count calculated? Please describe the compilation process and edit functions that are built into your student information system(s) specifically to produce an accurate child count. In particular, describe how your system includes and counts only:

1. students who met the program eligibility criteria (e.g., were between 3-21 years-of-age, were within 3 years of a last qualifying move, had a qualifying activity);

2. students who were resident in your state for at least one day during the eligible period (9/1-8/31);

3. students who—in the case of category 2--received an MEP-funded service during the summer or intersession term; and

4. students once per child count category.

2. Description of Quality Control Processes

a. What steps are taken to ensure your state properly determines and verifies the eligibility of each child included in the 2003-04 child counts before that child’s data is included in the student information system(s)?

b. Throughout the year, what steps are taken by staff to check the child count data are inputted and updated accurately (and—for systems that merge data—consolidated accurately).

c. What final steps are taken by state staff to verify the child counts produced by your student information system(s) are accurate counts of students in category 1 and category 2 prior to their submission to ED?
3. Explanation of Significant Differences in Childcounts

Explain any significant changes from last year in the number of students reported this year for both categories 1 and 2.
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