-----Original Message-----

From: 
Hausman, Jessica  

Sent:
Monday, January 05, 2004 4:22 PM

To:
Rudolph, Kim

Cc:
Kaplan, Daphne; Clarke, Angela; Saunders, Azalea

Subject:
RE: Information Collection - Social and Character Development (SACD) Research Program National Evaluation

Kimberly:

I reviewed the document mentioned above.  Please incorporate the following suggestions if you find them to be appropriate and useful:

· The first sentence of the second paragraph on page 2 refers to the No Child Left Behind Act of 2002. This should read the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.

· The passage at the end of page 4 that begins: "In general, the interventions are expected..." and ends: "depending on the specific intervention structures and features" should be placed before the sentence that begins: "The SACD interventions vary" earlier in the paragraph to improve readability.

· The third paragraph on page 6 states that the second primary research question addresses impacts of the programs on subgroups, and that features of successful programs will be identified. This does not seem to fall under the scope of the second research question, which I read to be less about the interventions' content and more about the characteristics of participants who demonstrate gains.

· On page 6, the use of the words "pertains to," "intervention" and "impacts" is a bit redundant. Some variation in word choice would be beneficial here. 

· It would be wise to formalize communications with grantees in a protocol in order to assure that information collection is consistent.

· For the data collection instruments, it would be best to include more than 4 items on Likert-style questions (such as those contained in the "Child Report").  This would increase the likelihood that this research project would detect any real differences between treatment and control group outcomes. 

I hope these comments are helpful as you prepare a final draft. If you need any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me.


Thank you,

Jessica Hausman

