SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION


     
A. Justification 

1.  Circumstances for Collection of Information 

Information will be collected from the Parent Information and Resource Center (PIRC) grants awarded under Parental Assistance and Local Family Information Centers, Title V, Part D, Subpart 16 of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. An annual performance report is a condition of the grant award for non-competitive continuing grants. The information grantees must report is described below in Section 5565(b) of the legislation.

This statute includes:

`SEC. 5565. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

`(b) SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION

`(1) IN GENERAL- Each organization or consortium receiving assistance under this subpart shall submit to the Secretary, on an annual basis, information concerning the parental information and resource centers assisted under this subpart, including the following information:

`(A) The number of parents (including the number of minority and limited English proficient parents) who receive information and training.

`(B) The types and modes of training, information, and support provided under this subpart.

`(C) The strategies used to reach and serve parents of minority and limited English proficient children, parents with limited literacy skills, and other parents in need of the services provided under this subpart.

`(D) The parental involvement policies and practices used by the center and an evaluation of whether such policies and practices are effective in improving home-school communication, student academic achievement, student and school academic achievement, and parental involvement in school planning, review, and improvement.

`(E) The effectiveness of the activities that local educational agencies and schools are carrying out, with regard to parental involvement and other activities assisted under this Act, that lead to improved student academic achievement and improved student and school academic achievement.

`(2) DISSEMINATION- The Secretary shall disseminate annually to Congress and the public the information that each organization or consortium submits under paragraph (1).

The Performance Indicator approved by the Department and included in the grant application package is as follows:

PERFORMANCE MEASURE: The Secretary has established the following key performance measure for assessing the effectiveness of the Parent Information and Resource Center program: the number of parents who receive the information necessary for them to understand their State accountability system and the opportunities for supplemental services and public school choice afforded to their children under Section `1116 of ESEA and amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. The Secretary has set an overall performance target that calls for the number of parents receiving such information from the PIRC project to increase by five percent annually.

2.  Purpose of information Collection

The Department will use the data collected from the annual and final reports for the following purposes:                                               

 (1) to determine that grant recipients are making substantial progress towards meeting their project goals and therefore merit continued funding;                                                                                                         

(2) to develop a report to be submitted to Congress; and                                                                       

(3)  to report information to OMB, as required by the Government Performance Reporting Act (GPRA) about performance indictors for the Parent Information and Resource Center program. 

3.  Use of Technology

The Parental Information and Resource Center has a contract with RMC Corporation to maintain a performance measurement system. The system has evolved over several years with several upgrades to the system. Last year, the system was upgraded to a web-based system for grantees to use in submitting annual and final performance and evaluation data. This web-based collection system was built to be user friendly, eliminate the need for grantees to send in discs and provide them the opportunity to print off their performance report prior to submission (a feature the old system did not provide). This system will be up-dated to accommodate the new Parent Information and Resource Center Annual and Final Performance Report for electronic submission of the information.                                                                                                            

4.  Efforts to Identify Duplication of Information Collection  

Information requested in the performance report will be collected annually from current grantees. Each grant recipient will report on activities and services conducted with grant funds for each performance period. This information is time-specific and performance-based and not available from any other source. It will enable the Department to evaluate each recipient’s progress towards meeting project goals. Program data submitted by the grantees will also be submitted annually to Congress and the public. The design of the performance document eliminates the duplication of information collection. Training will be provided to grantee respondents.

5.  Impact on Small Businesses

Parent Information and Resource Center grants are awarded to nonprofit organizations (including statewide nonprofit organizations, faith-based, and community based organizations) and consortia of such organizations and local educational agencies. For competitive funding purposes during the grant review, the top five highest-ranking novice applicants received additional points. Under the guidelines of the grant competition, a novice applicant was identified using the following factors:

1) Never received a grant under the PIRC program;

2) Never been a member of group application (submitted in accordance with 34 CFR 75.127-75-129) that received a grant under the PIRC program; and

3) Did not have an active discretionary grant from the Federal Government in the five years before July 18, 2003.

Small businesses will not be significantly impacted by this collection of information. The PIRC Institutes provided an opportunity for small working groups of grantees to receive in-depth performance and evaluation training using the draft PIRC document.  Efforts have been taken to minimize the burden of data collection for the grantees.

Technical assistance and support include:

· Individual grantee technical assistance and support from ED program officers;

· Individual grantee technical assistance and support from the Coordination Center to Provide Technical Assistance to PIRCs; 

· New Grantee Orientation, Institutes (small in-depth working group assistance) and the Annual Parent Information and Resource Center Conference (sessions designed for technical assistance on information collection and performance evaluation); and

· Opportunities for networking and exchange of information on data collection and performance with other grantees using the PIRC web site and list-serve.

6.  Consequences of Not Collecting the Information

The PIRC Statute requires each organization or consortium receiving assistance to submit on an annual basis information concerning the parental information and resource centers. If the collection is not conducted, the continuation award cannot be made to the grantee. In addition, information will not be available to submit to Congress, and data will not be available for ED’s performance indicator. 

7.  Special Circumstances Related to 5CFR 1320.8 (d)

The collection of information for the PIRC program will be consistent with guidelines in 5CRF 1320.9 and related provisions of 5CRF 1320.8(b)(3).

(a) Respondents will to report information to the agency on an annual basis for the proper performance of agency functions.

(b) Information requirements will avoid unnecessary duplication.

(c) Respondents will not be asked to prepare a written response to a collection of information in fewer than 30 days after receipt of it. Assistance will be provided to grantees.

(d) Respondents will submit electronically using web-based technology that is easily understandable to the grantees.

(e) Information collection will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices.

(f) Information collection will include retention periods for recordkeeping requirements.

      (g) Informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8 (b) (3)

(h) Respondents will not be asked to participate in a statistical survey that is not designed to produce valid and reliable results than can be generalized to the universe of study.

(i) Respondents will not be required to make use of a statistical data classification that has not been reviewed and approved by OMB;

Respondents will not be asked to make a pledge of confidentiality that is not supported by authority established in statute or regulation, that is not supported by disclosure and data security policies that are consistent with the pledge, or which unnecessarily impedes sharing of data with other agencies for compatible confidential use; and 

Respondents will not be asked to submit proprietary trade secrets, or other confidential information unless the agency can demonstrate that it has instituted procedures to protect the information’s confidentiality to the extent permitted by law.

The following requirement is not applicable for the Parent Information and Resource Center program.

If applicable, provide a copy and identify the date and page number of publication in the Federal Register of the agency’s notice, required by 5 CFR 1320.8(d), soliciting comments on the information collection prior to submission to OMB.  Summarize public comments received in response to that notice and describe actions taken by the agency in response to these comments.  Specifically address comments received on cost and hour burden.

8.  Efforts to Consult with Persons Outside of the Department

Efforts were made to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instruction and record keeping, reporting format, and on the data elements to be recorded and reported. RMC Research Corporation, ED ‘s Coordination Center to Provide Technical Assistance To the Parent Information and Resource Centers, utilized Logic-Model specialists, research, and evaluation consultants to serve as presenters and participate in technical assistance institutes and conferences to review certain aspects of the draft performance document for feed-back on the document. Consultation was made with PIRC representatives from whom information must be obtained. The PIRC directors as well as local PIRC evaluators have made recommendations for the development of draft annual and final components of the performance report. Suggestions and recommendations were based on availability of data and current data collections efforts at the local PIRC level.
9.  Payment or Gift to Respondents

The PIRC respondents are discretionary grant recipients and will not be provided payment or gifts for data collection or information reporting.

10. Assurance of Confidentiality                                                                                            

No assurance of confidentially will be provided to the PIRC respondents concerning this collection of information.  

11.  Questions of a Sensitive Nature

No request for sensitive information has been included in the performance report document.

12.  Estimates of the Hour Burden of the Collection of Information                                  

Number of respondents- 84 Parent Information and Resource Centers                                              Frequency of response- 1 annual performance report per year X 3 years                             Annual hour burden- app. 4 –8 hours per PIRC report, average 6 hours X 84=504 hours                                                                                     Explanation of burden estimation                                                                                                         

Data will be collected on a continuous basis. Each PIRC has identified goals, objectives, activities, and services to the targeted population and information will be collected based on the implementation of the PIRC program. The hourly burden on respondents is expected to vary widely because of differences in activity, size, scope, or complexity of the PIRC programs. The range of hours is 4-8 for completion of the report document, with an average of 6 hours per PIRC based on reports from veteran PIRC directors.                                                                             

Estimated annualized cost to respondents- Minimal costs ($100.00-$200.00) for each PIRC.
Since PIRC programs have a built-in system of record-keeping procedures, collections of information will be continuous. Compilation and categorization of data has been estimated at less than $200.00 based on 6 hours X  $30.00 per hour= $180.00 per PIRC report.                                                                                                                                                     

The estimate of the burden was derived after consulting with the contractors of the web based data collection system. It was determined that respondents would be able to electronically transfer information from their own databases into the performance report. The web-based data reporting will be available in a language easily understood by respondents, data cells already aligned with continuous data and information gathering categories that will allow respondents to cut and paste data directly from their own data-bases.

13.  Estimate of the total annual cost burden to respondents or record keepers resulting from the collection of information.  (Do not include the cost of any hour burden shown in Items 12 and 14.)
The equipment needed to respond to the performance document has been provided through the grant awarded under the Parental Information and Resource Centers’ grant program. This equipment is used in the project for purposes other than producing this report.  The data that is reported will be used by the grantee for program improvement as well as performance and evaluation.

There are no start up costs, or additional costs beyond those explained under #12 and #14.

14. Estimates of Annualized Cost to the Federal Government

Contractor’s estimates:

Senior technology staff is at an estimated cost of $494 (daily loaded rate) for 10 days for a subtotal of $4,940.

Technology staff is at an estimated cost of $297 (loaded daily rate) for 28 days for a subtotal of $8,316.                                                                                                                                                       Total estimated cost of contracting and collection services = $13,256.

Estimated Government Cost to Contractor: $13, 256 for web-base design and data analysis.

The time required to design and develop the reporting document, collect the data on-line and produce reports are the assigned duties and responsibilities of PIRC Team members. There were four PIRC Team members involved in the development of the PIRC performance document.

15. Reasons for program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 14 of the OMB Form 83-I.
No data collection or reports have been generated after August 2003 (expiration date for the Annual Performance Report). The respondents have given significant input into the changes in this new performance report to reflect best PIRC practices and the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. The burden to respondents has been reduced due to training and technical assistance on collecting data, the clarity of instructions, prior planning in types of information gathering, and the use of technology. However, the following identified program changes have caused increases in hours due to the following program changes:

Reinstatement of hours- The hours from the previous data collection have been reinstated.

Increase in hours/response- The PIRC statute (Title V, Part D, Subpart 16 of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001; P.L. 107-110) requires the reporting of effectiveness data which includes: 1) The parental involvement policies and practices used by the center and an evaluation of whether such policies and practices are effective in improving home-school communication, student academic achievement, student and school academic achievement, and parental involvement in school planning, review, and improvement; and 2) The effectiveness of the activities that local educational agencies and schools are carrying out, with regard to parental involvement and other activities assisted under this Act, that lead to improved student academic achievement and improved student and school academic achievement. These were not requirements in the previous data collection efforts. These additional data requirements have increased the time required to complete the performance report (due to statutory changes).

Increase in respondents- After the approval of the last performance document, funding for the Parental Information and Resource Center program has increased; therefore, the number of PIRCs has steadily increased.  The current number of PIRCs is 84. The total numbers of hours were adjusted accordingly.

16. Plans and Schedule for Publishing Results                                                                                            

Results of collected information on the PIRC programs will not be published for the general public. A report will be submitted to Congress.

17. Display of OMB Number and the Expiration Date
The OMB approval number and the expiration date will be displayed on the performance report.

18. Exceptions to Paperwork Reduction Act Submission                                                                                    

(Certification statement identified in Item 20, “Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions,” of OMB Form 83-I)

No exceptions to the certification apply.
B.  Collection of Information Employing Statistical Methods
This collection does not employ any statistical methods. It is necessary to collect information from each grant recipient to determine the progress each PIRC is making towards attainment of individual goals.

However, as a part of the application process, each PIRC has identified an evaluation plan to be implemented at the local level. Statistical analyses may be used in these local evaluations.
