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 Subpart A‑‑General

 Sec. 373.1 What is the Program of Special Projects and Demonstrations for Providing Vocational Rehabilitation Services to Individuals with Disabilities? 

This program is designed to provide financial assistance to projects for expanding or otherwise improving vocational rehabilitation services and other rehabilitation services for individuals with disabilities, especially individuals with the most severe disabilities. 

(Authority: Sec. 311(a) of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 777(a)) [59 FR 8338, Feb. 18, 1994] 

 Sec. 373.2 Who is eligible for assistance under this program? 

Applications may be made by States and public and other nonprofit agencies and organizations. 

(Authority: Sec. 311(a) of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 777(a))

 Sec. 373.3 What regulations apply to the program? 

The following regulations apply to this program‑‑ 

(a) 34 CFR Part 369; 

(b) The regulations in this Part 373. 

(Authority: Sec. 311 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 777(a))

 Sec. 373.4 What definitions apply to this program? 

The definitions in 34 CFR Part 369 apply to this program. 

(Authority: Sec. 12(c) of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c))

 Subpart B‑‑What Kinds of Activities Does the Department of Education Assist Under This Program?

 Sec. 373.10 What types of projects are authorized under this program? 

(a) Authorized activities under this program include carrying out special projects concerned with establishing programs for expanding or otherwise improving vocational rehabilitation services and other rehabilitation services to individuals with disabilities, especially those individuals with the most severe disabilities. 

(b) Projects also may be conducted to meet the special needs of isolated populations of individuals with disabilities, particularly among American Indians residing on or outside of reservations. 

(c) Individuals with disabilities served under this program include individuals who are blind, individuals who are deaf, and other groups of individuals with disabilities who are members of populations that are unserved or underserved by programs under the Act, as identified by the Secretary in a notice published in the Federal Register. 

(Authority: Sec. 311(a)(1) and 311(a)(4) of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 777(a)(1) and 777a(a)(4)) [59 FR 8338, Feb. 18, 1994] 

 Sec. 373.11 What specific activities must be supported under this program to provide services to individuals who are blind? 

Projects in which services are provided to individuals who are blind must‑‑ 

(a) Demonstrate innovative methods of providing intensive rehabilitation services needed to rehabilitate individuals who are blind; or 

(b) Provide mobility training services or comprehensive counseling services not otherwise available in the locality in which individuals served by the project reside; or 

(c) Conduct coordinated rehabilitation service activities with other public or nonprofit agencies serving individuals who are blind in the same area. 

(Authority: Sec. 311(a) of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 777(a)) [46 FR 5427, Jan. 19, 1981. Redesignated at 50 FR 38630, Sept. 23, 1985, and amended at 59 FR 8338, Feb. 18, 1994] 

 Sec. 373.12 What specific activities must be supported under this program to provide services to individuals who are deaf? 

Projects in which services are provided to individuals who are deaf must‑‑ 

(a) Demonstrate innovative methods of providing the specialized services needed to rehabilitate and make maximum use of the vocational potential of individuals who are deaf; or 

(b) Conduct coordinated activities with other public and nonprofit agencies administering programs for people who are deaf in the same area in order to expand or improve rehabilitation services for individuals who are deaf. 

(Authority: Sec. 311(a) of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 777a) [59 FR 8338, Feb. 18, 1994] 

 Sec. 373.14 [Reserved]

 Subpart C‑‑[Reserved]

 Subpart D‑‑How Does the Secretary Make a Grant?

 Sec. 373.30 What selection criteria does the Secretary use under this program? 

The Secretary uses the criteria in this section to evaluate applications for all projects under this part. The maximum score for all of the criteria is 100 points. 

(a) Plan of operation (20 points). 

The Secretary reviews each application in accordance with the criterion in Sec. 369.31(a). 

(b) Quality of key personnel (10 points). 

The Secretary reviews each application in accordance with the criterion in Sec. 369.31(b). 

(c) Budget and cost effectiveness (10 points). 

The Secretary reviews each application in accordance with the criterion in Sec. 369.31(c). 

(d) Evaluation plan (5 points). 

The Secretary reviews each application in accordance with the criterion in Sec. 369.31(d). 

(e) Adequacy of resources (10 points). 

The Secretary reviews each application in accordance with the criterion in Sec. 369.31(e). 

(f) Service comprehensiveness (20 points). 

(1) The Secretary reviews each application for information that shows that the services to be provided within the project are comprehensive in scope. 

(2) The Secretary looks for information that shows that‑‑ 

(i) A broad range of vocational rehabilitation services and other rehabilitation services will be available to individuals with disabilities, especially individuals with the most severe disabilities, within the project; 

(ii) Services will be coordinated with those services provided by other appropriate community resources; 

(g) Relevance to State‑Federal rehabilitation service program (10 points). 

(1) The Secretary reviews each application for information that shows that the proposed project appropriately relates to the mission of the State‑ Federal rehabilitation service program.

(2) The Secretary looks for information that shows that‑‑ 

(i) The project will be designed primarily for individuals with the most severe disabilities being provided vocational rehabilitation services by State vocational rehabilitation units; 

(ii) The State vocational rehabilitation unit will be actively involved in the carrying out of project activities and project linkages will be adequate to ensure appropriate outreach and client referral; 

(iii) Job development, placement, and achieving an optimal vocational adjustment will be primary project emphases; 

(iv) All comparable benefits for which project clients might be eligible will be utilized. 

(h) Innovativeness of approach (5 points). 

(1) The Secretary reviews each application for information that shows the extent to which the project approach is innovative. 

(2) The Secretary looks for information that shows that the approach to be used in providing vocational rehabilitation services and other rehabilitation services will be innovative and appropriate to the groups of individuals with severe disabilities being served. 

(i) Utilization of project findings (5 points). 

(1) The Secretary reviews each application for information that shows the extent to which project findings might be utilized within the State rehabilitation service system. 

(2) The Secretary looks for information that shows‑‑ 

(i) The potential for project findings to be effectively utilized within the State vocational rehabilitation service system; and 

(ii) The likelihood of the project activities being successfully replicated in other locations; 

(j) Likelihood of sustaining program (5 points). 

(1) The Secretary reviews each application for information that shows the likelihood of the service program being sustained after the termination of Federal grant support. 

(2) The Secretary looks for information that shows that the applicant agency intends to continue to operate the service program after the termination of the project. 

(Authority: Secs. 12(c) and 311 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 777(a)) 

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 1820‑0018) [50 FR 25407, June 18, 1985, as amended at 54 FR 12400, Mar. 22, 1989; 59 FR 8338, Feb. 18, 1994; 59 FR 33680, June 30, 1994] 

 Sec. 373.31 [Reserved]

 Subpart E‑‑What Conditions Must Be Met by a Grantee?

 Sec. 373.40 What are the matching requirements? 

Grants may be made for paying all or part of the cost of activities covered under this program. If part of the costs is to be paid by the grantee, the amount of grantee participation is specified in the application notice and will not be more than 10 percent of the total cost of the project. 

(Authority: Secs. 12(c) and 311 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 777(a)) [59 FR 8339, Feb. 18, 1994] 

 Sec. 373.41 [Removed. 59 FR 8339, Feb. 18, 1994] 

 Sec. 373.42 [Removed. 59 FR 8339, Feb. 18, 1994] 

