DRAFT



DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


Policy and Program Studies Service


Proposed collection; comment request 

ACTION:  Notice.

SUMMARY:  The Department of Education, as part of its continuing effort to reduce paperwork and respondent burden conducts a pre-clearance consultation program to provide the general public and Federal agencies with an opportunity to comment on proposed and/or continuing collections of information in accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA95) [44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)].  This program helps to ensure that requested data can be provided in the desired format, reporting burden (time and financial resources) is minimized, collection instruments are clearly understood, and the impact of collection requirements on respondents can be properly assessed.  Currently, the Policy and Program Studies Service is soliciting comments concerning the proposed new collection of data for the Study of the Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement Program.

A copy of the proposed information collection request (ICR) can be obtained by contacting the office listed below in the addressee section of this notice.

DATES:  Written comments must be submitted to the office listed in the addressee’s section below on or before (insert date 60 days after date of publication in the Federal Register).

ADDRESSEE:  Send comments to Sandra Furey, Ph.D., U.S. Department of Education, Policy and Program Studies Service, 400 Maryland, S.W. Room 6W200, Washington, D.C.  20202,

(202) 401-3630, or e-mail Sandra.Furey@ed.gov .

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I.
Background:  The Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement (McNair) Program is one of six Federal TRIO programs offered by the U.S. Department of Education (ED) to motivate and support students from economically disadvantaged backgrounds.  The McNair program was established in 1986 in response to concerns that low-income first generation college students and minorities were underrepresented in doctoral programs that would prepare them for teaching and research positions on college and university campuses.  McNair was authorized by Title IV, Part A, Subpart 2, Chapter 1, Section 402E of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended (P.L. 102-325).  

The McNair program awards grants to institutions of higher education for projects designed to provide enriching scholastic experiences and to prepare eligible students to enter graduate school and pursue and complete doctoral degrees.  Although most students enter the program during their junior year, McNair grantees offer services to students during any year of undergraduate school.  When program participants enter graduate school, they are no longer eligible to receive services.

The educationally enriching scholastic experiences that McNair programs provide to low-income, first generation, and, to a lesser extent, underrepresented minorities are intended to increase their access to and participation in doctoral programs.  At least two-thirds of the participants in each grantee project must be low-income and first-generation college students.  The remaining one-third may be students who are underrepresented in graduate education.   Institutions work closely with program participants throughout their undergraduate studies and encourage them to enter graduate school.  Since 1996, grantees have been tracking program participants from program entry through the completion of doctoral studies or withdrawal from undergraduate or graduate studies.  It is estimated that some students take 6 to 10 years or longer to earn a doctoral degree after completing their undergraduate studies.  Nationally, 156 colleges and universities are currently participating in the McNair Program.  These data will be used to:

· provide information to the U.S. Department of Education on the employment and education outcomes of current and former McNair program participants

· assess activities and services provided to current and former McNair participants’ in order to identify useful program aspects

Information to fulfill these objectives will be collected using telephone surveys.  These telephone surveys will be conducted once with current and former McNair participants.  The U.S. Department of Education will use information obtained from McNair program participants about their education and employment outcomes and satisfaction with program services and activities to develop and refine policies in order to improve its effectiveness in meeting the needs of low-income first generation college students.  

II.
Review Focus:  The Department of Education is particularly interested in comments which:

· evaluate whether the proposed collection of information is necessary for the proper performance of the functions of the agency, including whether the information will have practical utility

· evaluate the agency's burden estimates for the proposed data collection, including the validity of the methodology and assumptions used

· enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the information to be collected 

· minimize the burden of the collection of information on those who are to respond, including through the use of appropriate automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection techniques or other forms of information technology, e.g., permitting electronic submissions of responses

III.
Current Actions:  This submission requests approval of the survey that will be used to collect follow-up data from current and former McNair program participants.  The survey is comprised of modules that include questions designed to obtain the following information: undergraduate and graduate school employment and educational experiences; current employment experiences; and information about the usefulness of services and activities provided by the McNair program.

Type of Review:  New

Agency:  U.S. Department of Education, Policy and Program Studies Service

Title:  Study of the Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement Program Participants

Agency Number:  <if applicable; otherwise omit this line entirely>

Affected Public:  Individuals who are current or former participants in the Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement Program.

	Form
	Total Respondents
	Frequency
	Total Responses
	Average Time per Response
	Burden

	Doctoral degree
	600
	One time only
	600
	.33 minutes
	198 hours

	Master’s and bachelor’s degree
	571
	One time only
	571
	.25 minutes
	142 hours

	Bachelor’s degree
	571
	One time only
	571
	.22 minutes
	125 hours

	No bachelor’s degree
	571
	One time only
	571
	.20 minutes
	114 hours

	TOTALS
	///////////
	/////////
	2,313
	////////
	579 hours


Total Burden Cost (capital/startup):  The U.S. Department of Education will initiate its telephone data collection with current and former McNair program participants after January 2004.  The Computer Assisted Telephone Interviews (CATI) will be conducted from the contractor’s telephone call center.  The total cost is estimated at $160,809. 

Total Burden Cost (operating/maintaining):  The estimated annual cost of completing 2,313 interviews with current and former McNair program participants is estimated at $14,729.  This includes $7,042 for respondents with doctoral degrees, $3,686 for respondents with bachelor’s and master’s degrees, $2,885 for respondents who have only bachelor’s degrees, and $1,917 for respondents who do not have a bachelor’s degree.

Comments submitted in response to this comment request will be summarized and/or included in the request for Office of Management and Budget approval of the information collection request; they will also become a matter of public record.

DATED:  

<insert collection of information and/or instructions here, if applicable>

3

