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<<Date>>

<<McNair Participant’s Name>>

<<Address>>

<<City>>, <<State>>  <<Zip Code>>

Dear <<NAME OF McNAIR PARTICIPANT>>:

U. S. Department of Education’s Policy and Program Studies Service has contracted Decision Information Resources, Inc. (DIR) to conduct a study of the Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement (McNair) Program.  The goal of this study is to “determine the extent to which McNair program participants complete doctoral studies and obtain faculty or research positions at institutions of higher education.”  The primary study objectives are to:  

· Determine the proportion of McNair program participants who earn a doctoral degree and in what fields of study

· Identify the proportion of McNair participants who join higher education faculties upon completion of their doctoral programs

· Ascertain the employment status of students who entered the program but did not earn a doctoral degree

· Determine the proportion of program participants still pursing doctoral studies

In the coming weeks, an interviewer from DIR will contact you to complete a brief telephone survey.  Interviewers will ask about your undergraduate experiences in the McNair program, graduate school experiences, and current employment.  If you would rather not wait to complete the survey, you can call DIR’s interviewers at their toll free number (1-888-xxx-xxxx) between 7 am and 11 pm central time to complete the survey.  After completing the survey you will be offered a $25.00 gift certificate, which DIR will send to your mailing address or e-mail address.  The gift certificate is our way of thanking you for supporting this important study.  

We are hopeful that this study will add to our knowledge of the McNair program and its successes in preparing low-income, first-generation college students and individuals from underrepresented groups for doctoral studies.  If you have any questions about the study, please do not hesitate to contact:  Ann R. McCoy, Ph.D. at (713) 650-1425 or send an e-mail message to annmccoy@dir-online.com.  

Thank you in advance for your cooperation with this study. 

Sincerely,

Sandra Furey, Ph.D.

Linda Byrd-Johnson, Ph.D.

Project Officer




Leader, College and University Support Team
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