Module 2 – Graduate School Experiences (GSE)

McNair Survey Items


PROGRAMMER NOTE:  

ASK GSE1 OF ALL Rs IF UE1 INCLUDES 3, 4, OR 5

IF NEGD1=1, START WITH GSE1a

IF NEGD1a=1, START WITH GSE1b

IF NEGD1a=0, START WITH GSE25

GSE1.  Are you currently working toward a graduate degree?  

1
YES
GO TO GSE2

2
NO
GO TO GSE8

GSE1a.  Earlier, you told me that you are working on a <ANSWER FROM NEGD2> degree, is that correct?

1 YES
GO TO GSE3

2 NO
GO TO GSE1a1

GSE1a1.  Have you been enrolled in graduate school at any time in the past?

1
YES
GO TO GSE2

2
NO
GO TO GSE25

GSE1b.  Earlier you told me that you are not currently enrolled in graduate school but were enrolled in graduate school in the past.  Is that correct?


1
YES

GO TO GSE2

2
NO
CORRECT INFORMATION – IF R WAS NOT IN GRADUATE SCHOOL IN THE PAST GO TO GSE 25

GSE2.  What type of degree are you currently (were you) working on?  

1
 Masters

2
Doctorate

3
Law

4
Medical

5
Other (please specify)

IF NEGD1a=1, GO TO GSE15, ELSE GO TO GSE3

GSE3.  When do you anticipate receiving this degree?  

MONTH
YEAR

GO TO GSE4

GSE4.  In what field(s)/discipline(s) will(did) you receive this degree?  

SELECT ALL THAT APPLY

MASTER’S

1 = BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (MBA)

2 = SCIENCE (MS)

3 = ARTS (MA)

4 = EDUCATION (M.ED)

5 = PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MPA)

6 = LIBRARY SCIENCE (MLS)

7 = PUBLIC HEALTH (MPH)

8 = FINE ARTS (MFA)

9 = APPLIED ARTS (MAA)

10 = TEACHING (MAT)

11 = DIVINITY (M.DIV)

12 = SOCIAL WORK (MSW)

13 = LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

14 = PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT

15 = OTHER MASTER’S (please specify)

DOCTOR

16 = PHILOSOPHY (PHD)

17 = EDUCATION (EDD)

18 = THEOLOGY (THD)

19 = BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (DBA)

20 = ENGINEERING (D.ENG)

21 = FINE ARTS (DFA)

22 = PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (DPA)

23 = SCIENCE (DSC/SCD)

24 = PSYCHOLOGY (PSYD)

25 = OTHER DOCTORAL DEGREE

FIRST PROFESSIONAL 

26 = CHIROPRACTIC (DC OR DCM)

27 = DENTISTRY (DDS OR DMD)

28 = MEDICINE (MD)

29 = OPTOMETRY (OD)

30 = OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE (DO)

31 = PHARAMACY (PHARM.D)

32 = PODIATRY (DPM OR POD.D)

33 = VETERINARY MEDICINE (DVM)

34 = LAW (LLB OR JD)

35 = THEOLOGY (M.DIV, D.MIN, MHL, BD)


GO TO GSE5

GSE5.  What is the name of the institution from which you anticipate receiving this degree?  

GO TO GSE6

GSE6.  Where is this institution located?

IF UE1 INCLUDES 3, 4, OR 5, GO TO GSE8

IF NEGD1=1, GO TO GSE14

GSE8.  Based on your responses to questions I asked earlier, my records indicate that you have earned the following degrees…

1 BA and MA

2 BA, MA, and PHD

3 BA and PHD

4 BA, MA, and PD

5 BA and PD

Is that correct?


1
YES
GO TO GSE9


2
NO
Which degrees have you earned?  

(INTERVIEWER CORRECT PREVIOUSLY ENTERED INFORMATION)
GO TO GSE9

PROGRAMMER NOTE:  THESE Qs SHOULD BE REPEATED AS NEEDED TO COLLECT INFORMATION ON ALL GRADUATE DEGREES R HAS EARNED

	
	1st Graduate Degree
	2nd Graduate Degree

	GSE9.  In which discipline did you earn your masters/doctoral/professional degree?

GO TO GSE10


	MASTER’S

1 = BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (MBA)

2 = SCIENCE (MS)

3 = ARTS (MA)

4 = EDUCATION (M.ED)

5 = PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MPA)

6 = LIBRARY SCIENCE (MLS)

7 = PUBLIC HEALTH (MPH)

8 = FINE ARTS (MFA)

9 = APPLIED ARTS (MAA)

10 = TEACHING (MAT)

11 = DIVINITY (M.DIV)

12 = SOCIAL WORK (MSW)

13 = LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

14 = PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT

15 = OTHER MASTER’S (please specify)

DOCTOR

16 = PHILOSOPHY (PHD)

17 = EDUCATION (EDD)

18 = THEOLOGY (THD)

19 = BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (DBA)

20 = ENGINEERING (D.ENG)

21 = FINE ARTS (DFA)

22 = PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (DPA)

23 = SCIENCE (DSC/SCD)

24 = PSYCHOLOGY (PSYD)

25 = OTHER DOCTORAL DEGREE

FIRST PROFESSIONAL 

26 = CHIROPRACTIC (DC OR DCM)

27 = DENTISTRY (DDS OR DMD)

28 = MEDICINE (MD)

29 = OPTOMETRY (OD)

30 = OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE (DO)

31 = PHARAMACY (PHARM.D)

32 = PODIATRY (DPM OR POD.D)

33 = VETERINARY MEDICINE (DVM)

34 = LAW (LLB OR JD)

35 = THEOLOGY (M.DIV, D.MIN, MHL, BD)
	MASTER’S

1 = BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (MBA)

2 = SCIENCE (MS)

3 = ARTS (MA)

4 = EDUCATION (M.ED)

5 = PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MPA)

6 = LIBRARY SCIENCE (MLS)

7 = PUBLIC HEALTH (MPH)

8 = FINE ARTS (MFA)

9 = APPLIED ARTS (MAA)

10 = TEACHING (MAT)

11 = DIVINITY (M.DIV)

12 = SOCIAL WORK (MSW)

13 = LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

14 = PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT

15 = OTHER MASTER’S (please specify)

DOCTOR

16 = PHILOSOPHY (PHD)

17 = EDUCATION (EDD)

18 = THEOLOGY (THD)

19 = BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (DBA)

20 = ENGINEERING (D.ENG)

21 = FINE ARTS (DFA)

22 = PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (DPA)

23 = SCIENCE (DSC/SCD)

24 = PSYCHOLOGY (PSYD)

25 = OTHER DOCTORAL DEGREE

FIRST PROFESSIONAL 

26 = CHIROPRACTIC (DC OR DCM)

27 = DENTISTRY (DDS OR DMD)

28 = MEDICINE (MD)

29 = OPTOMETRY (OD)

30 = OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE (DO)

31 = PHARAMACY (PHARM.D)

32 = PODIATRY (DPM OR POD.D)

33 = VETERINARY MEDICINE (DVM)

34 = LAW (LLB OR JD)

35 = THEOLOGY (M.DIV, D.MIN, MHL, BD)

	GSE10.  When did you complete that degree?

GO TO GSE11
	
	

	GSE11.  What is the name of the institution that awarded the degree?

GO TO GSE12
	
	

	GSE12.  Where is it located?

GO TO GSE13
	
	

	GSE13.  How many years did it take you to complete that degree?

GO TO GSE16
	
	



GSE14.  What year of your graduate program are you in now?

1
FIRST YEAR

2
SECOND YEAR

3
THIRD YEAR

4
FOURTH YEAR OR HIGHER

GO TO GSE15

GSE15.  Are you…

	a.  still taking classes?
	YES
	NO

	b.  working on your masters thesis?
	YES
	NO

	c.  working on your dissertation?
	YES
	NO

	d.  doing an internship/residency/practicum?
	YES
	NO


GO TO GSE17

GSE16.  When you were enrolled in your graduate degree program, were you mainly a full-time student, a part-time student, or a full-time student some time and a part-time student sometime?

1
MOSTLY FULL-TIME

2
MOSTLY PART-TIME

3
MIX OF FULL- AND PART-TIME

IF UE1 INCLUDES 3, 4, OR 5, GO TO GSE20

IF UE1=2 & 3 ONLY, GO TO GSE18

IF NEGD1a=1, GO TO GSE18

GSE17.  Since you started working on your graduate degree, have you been enrolled mainly as a full-time student or part-time student?

1
MOSTLY FULL-TIME

2
MOSTLY PART-TIME

3
MIX OF FULL- AND PART-TIME

GO TO GSE18

GSE18.  What is the highest level of education you expect to complete?

1
BACHELOR’S DEGREE (BA)

2
MASTER’S DEGREE (MA/MS)

3 DOCTORATE (PHD)

4 PROFESSIONAL DEGREE (JD, MD)

IF NEGD1a=1 & GSE18=1, GO TO GSE25

IF NEGD1a=1 & GSE18=2, 3, OR, 4 GO TO GSE20

ELSE GO TO GSE19

GSE19.  Have you applied to any graduate or professional programs?


1
YES

GO TO GSE20


2
NO

GO TO GSE25

GSE20.  How did you get information about graduate programs?  

SELECT ALL THAT APPLY

1
TALKED WITH FACULTY

2
TALKED WITH OTHER STUDENTS

3
CONTACTED SCHOOLS DIRECTLY – INTERNET

4
CONTACTED SCHOOLS DIRECTLY – OTHER THAN INTERNET

5
VISITED CAMPUSES

6
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION OR ASSOCIATION

7
McNAIR PROGRAM

8
OTHER

IF UE1 INCLUDES 3, 4, OR 5, TO GSE22

IF NEGD1=1, GO TO GSE21

IF NEGD1a=1 GO TO GSE21

GSE21.  Which degree(s) do you intend to pursue?

SELECT ALL THAT APPLY

MASTER’S

1 = BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (MBA)

2 = SCIENCE (MS)

3 = ARTS (MA)

4 = EDUCATION (M.ED)

5 = PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MPA)

6 = LIBRARY SCIENCE (MLS)

7 = PUBLIC HEALTH (MPH)

8 = FINE ARTS (MFA)

9 = APPLIED ARTS (MAA)

10 = TEACHING (MAT)

11 = DIVINITY (M.DIV)

12 = SOCIAL WORK (MSW)

13 = LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

14 = PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT

15 = OTHER MASTER’S (please specify)

DOCTOR

16 = PHILOSOPHY (PHD)

17 = EDUCATION (EDD)

18 = THEOLOGY (THD)

19 = BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (DBA)

20 = ENGINEERING (D.ENG)

21 = FINE ARTS (DFA)

22 = PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (DPA)

23 = SCIENCE (DSC/SCD)

24 = PSYCHOLOGY (PSYD)

25 = OTHER DOCTORAL DEGREE

PROFESSIONAL 

26 = CHIROPRACTIC (DC OR DCM)

27 = DENTISTRY (DDS OR DMD)

28 = MEDICINE (MD)

29 = OPTOMETRY (OD)

30 = OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE (DO)

31 = PHARAMACY (PHARM.D)

32 = PODIATRY (DPM OR POD.D)

33 = VETERINARY MEDICINE (DVM)

34 = LAW (LLB OR JD)

35 = THEOLOGY (M.DIV, D.MIN, MHL, BD)

GO TO GSE22

GSE22.  How many graduate schools did you apply to? / How many graduate schools did you apply to before entering your current program?  RANGE (1-20)

GO TO GSE23

GSE23.  Why did you decide to apply to graduate school? CHECK ALL THAT APPLY

1
REQUIRED FOR CAREER CHOICE

2
QUALIFY FOR BETTER JOB

3
UNDECIDED ABOUT CAREER

4
NO JOB PROSPECTS

5
ACADEMIC INTERESTS

5 AVAILABILITY OF AID

6 URGED TO APPLY BY McNAIR PROGRAM/PROJECT DIRECTOR

7
URGED BY PARENTS/GUARDIANS

8
OTHER

GO TO GSE24

GSE24.  How important was each of the following in your choice of graduate school?


	
	Not

Important
	Somewhat Important
	Very

Important

	a.  Low expenses (tuition, books, room and board, etc.)
	1
	2
	3

	b.  Availability of financial aid, such as school loans, scholarships, or grants
	1
	2
	3

	c.  Availability of specific courses or curriculum
	1
	2
	3

	d.  Ability to live with or near family while attending school
	1
	2
	3

	e.  Desire to live away from home
	1
	2
	3

	f.  Good record for placing graduates in jobs
	1
	2
	3

	g.  Strong reputation of the school’s academic programs
	1
	2
	3

	h.  Availability of degree that would allow you to get a job in your chosen field
	1
	2
	3

	i.  Racial/ethnic composition of the school
	1
	2
	3

	j.  Size of the school
	1
	2
	3

	k.  Geographic location of the school
	1
	2
	3

	l.  School’s recruitment activities
	1
	2
	3

	m.  Wanted to study with a specific faculty member
	1
	2
	3

	n.  Previous experiences at the university through the McNair research program 
	1
	2
	3


IF UE1 INCLUDES 3, 4, OR 5, GO TO GSE28

IF NEGD1=1, GO TO GSE29

IF NEGD1a=1, GO TO GSE26

GSE25.  How important was each of the following in your decision not to apply to graduate school?


	You…
	Not

Important
	Somewhat Important
	Very

Important

	a.  had too much undergraduate debt
	1
	2
	3

	b.  were unable to obtain enough financial aid, such as school loans, scholarships, or grants
	1
	2
	3

	c.  did not need a graduate education to achieve your career goals
	1
	2
	3

	d.  did not think you would be admitted to graduate school
	1
	2
	3

	e.  did not think your grades were good enough
	1
	2
	3

	f.  did not think your test scores were good enough
	1
	2
	3

	g.  could not find a school or program with the racial/ethnic composition that would have been comfortable for you
	1
	2
	3

	h.  lost interest in earning a graduate degree
	1
	2
	3

	i.  needed work experience before applying
	1
	2
	3

	j.  lost interest in your area of study
	1
	2
	3

	k.  became ill
	1
	2
	3

	l.  had a family member who became ill
	1
	2
	3

	m.  had a child
	1
	2
	3

	n.  got married
	1
	2
	3

	o.  wanted to take a break from school
	1
	2
	3


GO TO GSE27

GSE26.  How important was each of the following in your decision to leave graduate school?

	You…
	Not

Important
	Somewhat Important
	Very

Important

	a.  had too much undergraduate debt
	1
	2
	3

	b.  were unable to obtain enough financial aid, such as school loans, scholarships, or grants
	1
	2
	3

	c.  did not need a graduate education to achieve your career goals
	1
	2
	3

	d.  were not doing well academically
	1
	2
	3

	e.  did not have any friends in your graduate program
	1
	2
	3

	f.  were uncomfortable with the racial/ethnic composition of the school
	1
	2
	3

	g.  felt isolated from other students
	1
	2
	3

	h.  lost interest in earning a graduate degree
	1
	2
	3

	i.  were not supported or encouraged by instructors/faculty members
	1
	2
	3

	j.  lost interest in your area of study
	1
	2
	3

	k.  became ill
	1
	2
	3

	l.  had a family member who became ill
	1
	2
	3

	m.  had a child
	1
	2
	3

	n.  got married
	1
	2
	3

	o.  wanted to take a break from school
	1
	2
	3


GO TO GSE27

GSE27.  What else influenced your decision (not to apply to/to leave) graduate school?

Please specify  ________________

Nothing

IF NEGD1=0 & NEGD3=0 & NEGD5=0, GO TO MODULE 3

IF NEGD1a=1, GO TO GSE28

GSE28.  After receiving your first bachelor’s degree (or equivalent), and including the period spent on your graduate degree(s), how many years were you a full-time student?

(RANGE 0 – 15)

GO TO GSE29

GSE29.  Which of the following (are/were) sources of money to cover living and/or educational expenses during your graduate studies?  CHECK ALL THAT APPLY

1
loans (from any source)

2
foreign (non-U.S.) support

3 fellowship, scholarship

4 McNair fellowship

5
dissertation grant

6
teaching assistantship

7
research assistantship

8
traineeship

9
internship or residency

10
personal savings

11
other personal earnings during graduate school

12
spouse’s, significant other’s, or family earnings or savings

13
employer reimbursement/assistance

14
other

GO TO GSE30

GSE30.  The next questions concern jobs you (held while enrolled/have had) as a graduate student.  Including any assistantships you may have had, how many jobs for pay (did you have/have you had) as a graduate student?  (Range 0 – 9)

IF GSE30=0, GO TO GSE42

ELSE GO TO GSE31

GSE31.  How many hours (did/do) you work per week?  Please exclude summer hours if not enrolled during the summer.  (Range 0 – 99)

GO TO GSE32

GSE32.  While you were enrolled as a graduate student and working, would you say you were primarily…(As a working graduate student, do you see yourself as…) a student working to meet expenses, an employee who decided to enroll in school, or both?

1
a student working to meet expenses or

2
 an employee who decided to enroll in school

3
both

GO TO GSE33


GSE33.  What (is/was) your main reason for working while enrolled as a graduate student?  (Is/Was) it to…

	a.  earn spending money?
	YES
	NO

	b.  pay tuition, fees or living expenses?
	YES
	NO

	c.  gain job experience?
	YES
	NO


GO TO GSE34

GSE34.  As a graduate student did you participate in a paid …

	a.  internship?
	YES
	NO

	b.  apprenticeship?
	YES
	NO

	c.  paid residency?
	YES
	NO

	d.  cooperative education?
	YES
	NO

	e.  assistantship?
	YES
	NO


IF GSE30=0 & GSE34a-e=0, GO TO GSE42

ELSE GO TO GSE35

GSE35.  Would you say you worked during all the weeks you were enrolled, most of them, half of them or less than half?

1
ALL

2
MOST

3
HALF

4
LESS THAN HALF

IF GSE29=5, GO TO GSE36

ELSE GO TO GSE37

GSE36.  Earlier you said you received a teaching assistantship.  As part of that assistantship did you…

	have full teaching responsibility for one or more courses?
	YES
	NO

	head discussion sections for faculty-taught courses?
	YES
	NO

	supervise lab sections for faculty-taught courses?
	YES
	NO

	assist faculty with grading or other instruction-related activities?
	YES
	NO

	hold office hours?
	YES
	NO


GO TO GSE37

GSE37.  Could you have afforded to attend school if you had not worked?

1
YES

2
NO

GO TO GSE38

GSE38.  Did having a job while going to school… 

	a.  restrict your choice of courses?
	YES
	NO

	b.  limit the number of courses you could take?
	YES
	NO

	c.  limit the class schedule you could have?
	YES
	NO

	d.  limit your access to the library?
	YES
	NO

	e.  limit your research time
	YES
	NO

	f.  limit your study time
	YES
	NO

	g.  limit your opportunities to study abroad
	YES
	NO

	e.  help you with class work?
	YES
	NO

	f.  help with your career preparation?
	YES
	NO


GO TO GSE39

GSE39.  Would you say that working while you were going to school had a positive effect, a negative effect, or no effect on the grades you earned?

1
POSTIVE EFFECT

2
NEGATIVE EFFECT

3
NO EFFECT

GO TO GSE40

GSE40.  Were/Are the following important considerations in your decision to go to school while working…

	a.  personal enrichment or interest in the subject?
	YES
	NO

	b.  obtaining additional education that was/is required by your job?
	YES
	NO

	c.  gaining skills to advance in your current job or for a new career?
	YES
	NO

	d.  completing an advanced degree or certificate program?
	YES
	NO


IF UE1 INCLUDES 3, 4, OR 5, GO TO GSE42

IF NEGD1=1, GO TO GSE41

IF NEGD1a=1, GO TO GSE42

GSE41.  When you receive the degree you are currently working on, how much money will you owe that is directly related to your undergraduate and graduate education (tuition and fees, living expenses and supplies, transportation to and from school)?

1
none

2
$5,000 or less

3
$5,001 - $10,000

4
$10,001 - $15,000

5
$15,001 - $20,000

6
$20,001 – $25,000

7
$25,001 - $30,000

8
$30,001 or more

GO TO GSE43

GSE42.  When you (left school/completed your education), how much money did you owe that was directly related to your undergraduate and graduate education (tuition and fees, living expenses and supplies, transportation to and from school)?


1
none

2
$5,000 or less

3
$5,001 - $10,000

4
$10,001 - $15,000

5
$15,001 - $20,000

6
$20,001 – $25,000

7
$25,001 - $30,000

8
$30,001 or more

GO TO MODULE 3

GSE43.  What best describes your immediate postgraduate plans?

1
Postdoctoral fellowship

2
Postdoctoral research associateship

3
Traineeship

4
Other study – specify

7 Employment (other than 0, 1, 2, or 3)

8 Military service

7
Other – specify

IF GSE43=1 OR 2, GO TO GSE44

ELSE GO TO MODULE 3

GSE44.  What is the name of your postdoctoral field?

SEE APPENDIX B – ACADEMIC FIELDS

Name of field

Number of field

Don’t know

GO TO GSE 45

GSE45.  Will the main source of financial support for your postdoctoral study/research be…

	a.  U.S. government?
	YES
	NO

	b.  college or university?
	YES
	NO

	c.  private foundation?
	YES
	NO

	d.  nonprofit, other than private foundation?
	YES
	NO

	e.  other – please specify
	YES
	NO

	f.  unknown
	YES
	NO


GO TO MODULE 3
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