ATTACHMENT A
Recommended Changes to the ELS:2002 First Follow-up Full-scale Study Design and Procedures 


Below we identify key refinements for the ELS:2002 first follow-up study design based on our field test and analysis of full-scale study activities to date.

The refinements are to:

1. drop the dropout augmentation,

2. reduce the size of the base year nonrespondent subsample,

3. include all base year respondents in the 1st follow-up sample (do no transfer subsampling), and

4. begin out-of-school follow-up with CATI (rather than mail) data collection.

5. changes to the questionnaire from the field test to the full scale (appendix D contains the full scale questionnaires and appendix E contains the field test questionnaires).

Each of these recommendations is explained below along with the justification for the recommendation.

1. Drop the Dropout Augmentation

The dropout augmentation was intended to increase the yield of dropouts in the ELS:2002 first follow-up by about 350.  The field test experience proved that the potential yield from this activity would be too small relative to the level of effort and costs related to these activities.  We plan to remove this activity from the study design.

In the 1st follow-up field test, a dropout augmentation was included to test procedures for the main study.  For the field test, 436 students who were not part of the initial sample were selected from field test schools’ 2000-2001 10th grade enrollment lists.  Of these 436 students, only 27 (6.2%) were deemed to be potential dropouts at the school-level – i.e., 27 cases in the dropout augmentation sample were no longer enrolled at their 10th grade school and were not thought to be transfer students or early graduates.  Of these 27 dropout augmentation cases, 11 were interviewed while the other 16 were nonrespondents.  Of the 11 that were interviewed, though, 4 of them (36.4%) were determined not to be actual dropouts during eligibility screening.  Thus, the field test dropout augmentation activity yielded only 7 actual dropouts.  In addition to this low yield, it is difficult and costly to implement the dropout augmentation.  Many of the dropout augmentation students who have left school are difficult to locate and confirm dropout status.  

The field test response rate for base year respondents who drop out was 63.1 percent, and of course, study eligibility has been determined for all base year respondents.  Resources will be better spent increasing the response rate for base year respondents who are dropouts.  Locating information is available from the base year for our respondents whereas it has not been collected for dropout augmentation cases.  Additionally, dropout augmentation cases would be missing base year data so certain longitudinal analyses (those including base year data) would not be possible.

Based on our field test experience, spending considerable effort identifying and locating dropout augmentation cases is not likely to yield sufficient numbers of actual dropouts to justify the level of effort.  Not much is gained from the dropout augmentation, given the low yield for this activity relative to the great level of effort.  The sample of dropouts is still representative without the augmentation.  

2. Reduce the size of the base year nonrespondent subsample
There were 2,229 base year nonrespondents in the sample.  Of these, 1,620 were identified for inclusion in the first follow-up.  Results of the field test and similar experience on other studies show that this group is much less likely to participate in the first follow-up than base year respondents.  To conserve resources for other activities, we plan to reduce the base year nonrespondent subsample further but not eliminate it.  (Eliminating all base year nonrespondents could magnify nonresponse bias.)  The size of the subsample depends on the trade-offs between cost and design considerations.  To contain the negative impact of unequal weighting as a result of subsampling while also containing costs, we have planned for the nonrespondent subsample to yield 550 to 700 responding and eligible cases among the base year nonrespondents.  To achieve this yield, we have planned for the base year nonrespondent subsample to be reduced to 1,000 to balance the trade-offs.

3. Include all base year respondents in the sample (no subsampling of transfers)
The current design calls for a subsampling of identified transfer students (removing an estimated 350 to 500 base year respondents).  However, transfer students are a valuable domain for this study; we have also received strong encouragement from our Technical Review Panel to keep the transfer sample intact.  As a result, we are planning to attempt data collection with all base year respondents, including those that transferred to other schools.  There will be no subsampling of identified transfer students.

4. Begin with Computer-Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) for out-of-school data collection
There are several different instruments (student, dropout, transfer, home-schooled, early graduate) in the first follow-up.  Eligibility screening and determining the appropriate instrument to administer are extremely important for data quality.  Additionally, conducting data collection in a timely and efficient fashion (being done before the end of the summer of 2004) is crucial to the success of the study.  For these reasons, we plan for out-of-school data collection to begin with Computer-Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) with field follow-up for CATI nonrespondents.  Mail would be an alternative to be used as needed/requested, once the appropriate questionnaire type was determined.  We estimate that approximately 6,000 cases will be a part of CATI data collection and between 2,100 and 2,500 cases will require field follow-up.

5. Questionnaire changes

Student Questionnaire

	Full-Scale Study Item
	Field Test Item
	Revision/Addition

	Q15
	Q15
	Add International Baccalaureate; remove voc-tech skills certificate; no write-in for other equivalency

	DELETE
	Q16
	TRP members encouraged revision or elimination

	Q16
	New for full-scale study
	How much coursework in science classes (to get math/science course-taking information in student survey) (can be compared with NELS:88 first follow-up Q23)

	Q17
	New for full-scale study
	How much coursework in math classes (to get math/science course-taking information in student survey) (can be compared with NELS:88 first follow-up Q22)

	Q18
	Q89
	Ask for most recent as well as current math class

	Q19
	New for full-scale study
	Use of calculators/computers in current/most recent math class (can be compared with base year Q29)

	DELETE
	Q17
	Some sub-items had poor distribution; instrument needed to be shortened

	Q20
	Q18
	Slight reordering of question

	DELETE
	Q19
	Panelists suggested revision or replacement (New Q19 deemed more useful)

	Q21
	Q48
	Slight wording change; ask of all students

	Q23
	New for the full-scale study
	Whether school has library media center (for comparison with base year Q50)

	Q24
	New for the full-scale study
	Use of school library (for comparison with base year Q51)

	Q25
	New for the full-scale study
	Use of public library (learn whether/how public libraries utilized; compare with school library usage)

	Q26
	Q27/Q28/Q29
	Sports (field test Q27/28) have been combined with other extra-curricular activities to condense the instrument; ask about leadership role for trend analyses

	Q30
	New for full-scale study
	Crime/victimization questions (can be compared with base year Q22)

	Q31
	Q20
	In-school and out-of-school homework combined

	DELETE
	Q22
	English homework question eliminated to shorten interview: no reading test in 1st follow-up

	Q36
	New for full-scale study
	Hours/day spent on computer: school-work, other (can be compared with base year Q46)

	Q37
	New for full-scale study
	Use of computer for different activities (can be compared with base year Q45)

	Q38
	New for full-scale study
	Use of computer in various places (compare with base year Q47)

	Q39
	Q26
	Eliminate 3-4 times/week as category (important for trend comparisons)

	Q44
	Q54/Q55
	Combine questions


Student Questionnaire - continued
	Full-Scale Study Item
	Field Test Item
	Revision/Addition

	Q45/Q47
	Q45
	Simplified wording and split into 2 parts

	Q48
	Q47
	Revised wording

	Q46
	Q46
	Slight wording revision

	DELETE
	Q31/Q32
	High percentage of students did not know about competency tests

	DELETE
	Q35/Q36/Q37
	Items were too vague

	DELETE
	Q39
	Lower priority item, given time constraints

	DELETE
	Q40
	Item poses potential for inconsistency and confusion, particularly given related questions asked in base year

	DELETE
	Q41
	Item did not work well in field test and would require major revision

	DELETE
	Q42
	Lower priority item

	Q55
	Q57
	Revised/reduced options

	Q56
	Q61
	Collect job text only – not the category (to reduce burden)

	Q57
	Q61
	Collect job text only – not the category (to reduce burden)

	Q58
	Q63
	Revised options

	DELETE
	Q58
	Sub-items did not focus on school services (FT Q57 revised to focus on school personnel)

	DELETE
	Q59
	Lower priority item

	DELETE
	Q64
	Lower priority item

	DELETE
	Q65
	Lower priority item

	DELETE
	Q67/Q68
	Questionable utility; difficult for respondents

	DELETE
	Q71
	Question did not work well: difficult for respondents and interviewers to code; categories non-intuitive and lengthy

	DELETE
	Q72
	Question did not work well; many wrote in "just applied" or variants thereof

	DELETE
	Q73
	Lower priority item

	DELETE
	Q74/Q75
	Collected from respondent parents in base year; revised version added to new participant supplement

	DELETE
	Q77
	Asked in base year; expected to be stable; lower priority item for this round

	Q64
	Q78
	Revised wording

	DELETE
	Q79
	Lower priority item

	DELETE
	Q81/Q82
	Lower priority item

	DELETE
	Q84
	Lower priority item

	DELETE
	Q86/Q87
	English items removed: no reading test in 1st follow-up

	DELETE
	Q88
	Gate question unnecessary since Q18 (former Q89) asked for current or most recent math class.


Dropout Questionnaire

	Full-Scale Study Item
	Field Test Item
	Revision/Addition

	Q12
	Q12
	Marital status simplified (only used to collect spouse/partner locating information)

	Q18
	Q18
	Update years in response options

	DELETE
	Q22
	Free-form text field impractical; honing in on main reason time-consuming

	Q21
	Q23
	Slight wording change

	Q24
	Q30
	Slight wording change; year update

	Q29
	Q21
	Reduced sub-items; added “missed too many school days”

	DELETE
	Q26/Q27/Q28/Q29
	Rare events; not easy to recall; need to keep interview brief

	DELETE
	Q33
	Not a high priority item; not asked in student/other surveys

	Q27
	New for full-scale study
	How much coursework in science classes (to get math/science course-taking information in survey)

	Q28
	New for full-scale study
	How much coursework in math classes (to get math/science course-taking information in survey)

	DELETE
	Q35
	Free-form text field impractical and time-consuming

	DELETE
	Q36
	Not asked in student/other surveys: not able to compare responses with others in sample

	DELETE
	Q37
	Not asked in student/other surveys: not able to compare responses with others in sample

	DELETE
	Q38
	Not asked in student/other surveys: not able to compare responses with others in sample; not enough variance in item

	DELETE
	Q41
	Defer postsecondary education questions to later round to save time (not asked on other surveys)

	DELETE
	Q48
	Free-form text field impractical and time-consuming

	Q39
	Q49
	Added response option (vocational training)

	Q49
	New for full-scale study
	Use of public library (learn whether/how public libraries utilized)

	Q50
	New for full-scale study
	Hours/week of reading (ask of all sample members; compare with base year Q43)

	Q51
	New for full-scale study
	Hours/day of TV (ask of all sample members; compare with base year Q48)

	Q52
	New for full-scale study
	Hours/day of video games (ask of all sample members; compare with base year Q49)

	Q53
	New for full-scale study
	Hours/day of computer use (ask of all sample members; compare with base year Q46B)

	Q54
	New for full-scale study
	Use of computer in various places (compare with base year Q47)

	Q55
	New for full-scale study
	Time spent on non-school activities; asked on student/other surveys (compare with base year Q44)

	Q57
	Q59
	Slightly revised response options


Dropout Questionnaire - continued
	Full-Scale Study Item
	Field Test Item
	Revision/Addition

	Q58
	Q60
	Slightly revised response options; collect text only – not category (to reduce burden)

	Q59
	New for full-scale study
	Education needed for job at age 30; asked on student/other surveys; valuable for analytic comparison

	Q61
	Q62
	Slightly revised wording; collect text only – not category (to reduce burden)

	DELETE
	Q66
	Not a high priority item

	DELETE
	Q69
	Not a high priority item

	Q68
	New for full-scale study
	Friends’ plans; asked on student/other surveys; valuable for analytic comparison

	Q69
	New for full-scale study
	Volunteer activity; asked on student/other surveys; valuable for analytic comparison

	DELETE
	Q70/Q71
	Not asked in student/other surveys: not able to compare responses with others in sample; not able to fill in family composition information this way


Transfer Questionnaire

	Full-Scale Study Item
	Field Test Item
	Revision/Addition

	Q14
	Q14
	Slightly revised wording 

	Q15
	Q15
	Slightly revised wording

	Q16
	Q16
	Slightly revised wording; added response options

	Q17
	New for full-scale study
	Statements about current school/teachers (compare with base year school answers in base year Q20)

	DELETE
	Q20
	Did not work well in field test; too many respondents did not know

	Q19
	New for full-scale study
	Type of diploma/certification; asked on student/other surveys; valuable for analytic comparison

	Q20
	New for full-scale study
	How much coursework in science classes (to get math/science course-taking information in student survey) (can be compared with NELS:88 first follow-up Q23)

	Q21
	New for full-scale study
	How much coursework in math classes (to get math/science course-taking information in student survey) (can be compared with NELS:88 first follow-up Q22)

	Q22
	Q24
	Revised items:  removed PACT (nonexistent) and inserted full names; revised responses to allow for test-taking beyond this year

	Q23
	New for the full-scale study
	Whether school has library media center (for comparison with base year Q50)

	Q24
	New for the full-scale study
	Use of school library (for comparison with base year Q51)

	Q25
	New for the full-scale study
	Use of public library (learn whether/how public libraries utilized; compare with school library usage)

	DELETE
	Q25
	Limited time; relatively low priority

	Q26
	Q18
	Added sports; added officer/captain response to capture leadership

	Q28
	New for full-scale study
	Time spent on homework (asked of all in-school members)

	Q29
	New for full-scale study
	Hours of additional reading (asked of all sample members)

	Q30
	New for full-scale study
	Hours watching television (asked of all sample members)

	Q31
	New for full-scale study
	Hours playing video or computer games (asked of all sample members)

	Q32
	New for full-scale study
	Hours using a computer for schoolwork and other than for schoolwork (asked of all)

	Q33
	New for full-scale study
	Use of computer in various places (compare with base year Q47)

	Q34
	New for full-scale study
	Time spent on various activities outside of school (asked of all)

	Q36
	Q21
	Slight revision to response options

	Q37
	Q46
	Slight revision to response options

	Q38
	Q30/Q31
	Field test questions combined, response options slightly revised


Transfer Questionnaire - continued
	Full-Scale Study Item
	Field Test Item
	Revision/Addition

	Q39/Q40
	Q22
	Simplified wording and split into 2 parts

	Q46
	Q32
	Slightly revised wording

	DELETE
	Q33
	Lower priority item

	DELETE
	Q34
	Sub-items did not focus on school services

	DELETE
	Q35
	Lower priority item

	Q48
	Q37
	Collect text only – not category (to reduce burden)

	Q49
	Q38
	Collect text only – not category (to reduce burden)

	Q50
	New for full-scale study
	Education needed for job at age 30; asked on student/other surveys; valuable for analytic comparison

	DELETE
	Q40/Q41
	Questionable utility; difficult for respondents

	DELETE
	Q43
	Question did not work well: difficult for respondents and interviewers to code; categories non-intuitive and lengthy

	DELETE
	Q44/Q45
	Collected from respondent parents in base year; revised version added to new participant

	Q53
	New for full-scale study
	Volunteer activity; asked on student/other surveys; valuable for analytic comparison

	DELETE
	Q47
	Asked in base year; expected to be stable; lower priority item for this round

	Q54
	New for full-scale study
	Discussions with parents (asked of other in-school students)

	Q55
	New for full-scale study
	Friends’ plans; asked on student/other surveys; valuable for analytic comparison


Early Graduate Questionnaire

	Full-Scale Study Item
	Field Test Item
	Revision/Addition

	Q12
	New for full-scale study
	Marital status (used to collect spouse/partner locating info)

	Q13
	New for full-scale study
	Spouse or partner’s name for locating respondent in future

	Q14
	New for full-scale study
	Whether spouse/partner has same address/telephone – gate question for question 15

	Q15
	New for full-scale study
	Spouse/partner’s address and telephone number if different from respondent’s

	DELETE
	Q16
	Low priority; unable to compare with other student types

	DELETE
	Q17
	Low priority; unable to compare with other student types

	Q18
	New for full-scale study
	Last high school attended (akin to transfer/dropout question)

	Q19
	Q18
	Revised question and responses to correspond with student Q

	Q20
	New for full-scale study
	When last attended (added to correspond with dropout Q)

	Q21
	New for full-scale study
	What grade (asked on all other surveys)

	Q22/Q23/Q24
	Q19/Q20/Q21
	Added “or equivalency” 

	DELETE
	Q22
	Low priority; not asked on other surveys so unable to compare with others

	Q25
	Q14
	Revised wording

	Q26
	Q15
	Revised wording; eliminated other and other specify

	Q27
	New for full-scale study
	How much coursework in various science subjects (to get math/science coursetaking information in survey) (can be compared with NELS:88 first follow-up Q23)

	Q28
	New for full-scale study
	How much coursework in various math subjects (to get math/science coursetaking information in survey) (can be compared with NELS:88 first follow-up Q22)

	Q29/Q30
	New for full-scale study
	Extra-curricular activities and time spent on them (added for comparison with other student types)

	Q31
	New for full-scale study
	Use of public library (learn whether/how public libraries utilized)

	Q32
	New for full-scale study
	Hours of reading (asked of all sample members)

	Q33
	New for full-scale study
	Hours watching television (asked of all sample members)

	Q34
	New for full-scale study
	Hours playing video or computer games (asked of all sample members)

	Q35
	New for full-scale study
	Hours using a computer (asked of all)

	Q36
	New for full-scale study
	Use of computer in various places (compare with base year Q47)

	Q37
	New for full-scale study
	Time spent on various activities (asked of all)


Early Graduate Questionnaire - continued
	Full-Scale Study Item
	Field Test Item
	Revision/Addition

	Q38
	Q23
	Replaced Q23 with dropout version; allows for comparison with dropouts and collects more information

	DELETE
	Q24
	Too much detail; not easily collected; too much burden; not high priority item

	Q39
	Q25
	Slightly revised wording; collect text only – not category (to reduce burden)

	Q40
	Q26
	Slight wording change; Updated years in response options for full-scale

	Q41
	New for full-scale study
	Whether still have job (to correspond with dropout Q)

	Q42
	Q27
	Pulled “I still have this job” out into separate gate question; updated years in response options for full-scale 

	DELETE
	Q28
	Did not work well in field test

	DELETE
	Q29
	Eliminated from student questionnaire

	DELETE
	Q30
	Eliminated from student questionnaire

	DELETE
	Q31
	Did not work well in field test

	Q43
	New for full-scale study
	Hourly earnings (to correspond with dropout Q)

	Q44
	New for full-scale study
	Hours/week worked (to correspond with dropout Q)

	Q45
	Q32
	Collect text only – not category (to reduce burden)

	Q46
	New for full-scale study
	Education for job at 30 (asked of all) 

	Q47
	Q33
	Revised, limiting postsecondary enrollment question to whether ever enrolled in any postsecondary education (minimize burden, assist with skip logic)

	DELETE
	Q34/Q35

Q36/Q37/Q38

Q39/Q40/Q41/Q42
	Defer rest of postsecondary education questions until later round to save time (not asked on other surveys)

	Q49
	Q44
	Slightly revised wording

	DELETE
	Q45
	Eliminated from student questionnaire

	Q50
	New for full-scale study
	Added to correspond with student Q

	Q51
	New for full-scale study
	Added to correspond with student Q

	DELETE
	Q47
	Already out of school so item not comparable to student item

	DELETE
	Q48/Q49
	Retrospective so item not comparable to student item

	Q53
	Q50
	Slight revision to response options 

	DELETE
	Q52
	Collected from respondent parents in base year; revised version added to new participant supplement

	DELETE
	Q53
	Low priority; not needed to determine family structure 

	Q55
	Q54
	Slight revision to response options

	Q56
	New for full-scale study
	Friends plans (asked of all) 

	Q57
	New for full-scale study
	Volunteer work (asked of all) 

	DELETE
	Q55
	Low priority; retrospective account unreliable


Home-school Questionnaire

	Full-Scale Study Item
	Field Test Item
	Revision/Addition

	DELETE
	Q14
	Questions unique to homeschooled students are not worthwhile since our sample will be too small to analyze them as a group by themselves

	DELETE
	Q15
	Questions unique to homeschooled students are not worthwhile since our sample will be too small to analyze them as a group by themselves

	Q15
	Q17
	Revised order of response options to reflect expected prevalence; removed other specify

	Q16
	New for full-scale study
	How much coursework in various science subjects (to get math/science coursetaking information in survey) (can be compared with NELS:88 first follow-up Q23)

	Q17
	New for full-scale study
	How much coursework in various math subjects (to get math/science coursetaking information in survey) (can be compared with NELS:88 first follow-up Q22)

	Q18
	Q28
	Revised items:  removed PACT (nonexistent) and inserted full names; Revised responses to allow for test-taking beyond this year

	Q19
	New for full-scale study
	Use of public library (learn whether/how public libraries utilized)

	Q20/Q21
	New for full-scale study
	Extra-curricular activities and time spent on them (added for comparison with other student types)

	DELETE
	Q19
	No math assessment to link to question; lower priority as result

	DELETE
	Q20
	Eliminated from student questionnaire

	DELETE
	Q29
	Limited time; relatively low priority

	Q22
	Q18
	Revised to correspond with student Q

	Q26
	New for full-scale study
	Hours/day use computer for schoolwork/other (asked of all students)

	Q27
	New for full-scale study
	Computer use in various locations (asked of all)

	Q28
	New for full-scale study
	Time spent outside of school (asked of all)

	DELETE
	Q24
	Limited time; added Q49 instead

	Q30
	Q25
	Slight revision to response options

	Q31
	Q49
	Slight revision to response options

	Q33/35
	Q26
	Split into two questions (Q34 an 35) to correspond with NELS:88 Q and student Q

	Q37
	Q27
	Revised wording slightly

	Q40
	Q35
	Revised to correspond with student Q

	DELETE
	Q36
	Eliminated from student questionnaire

	DELETE
	Q37
	Eliminated from student questionnaire

	DELETE
	Q38
	Eliminated from student questionnaire

	Q41
	Q39
	Revised to correspond with student Q

	Q42
	Q40
	Collect job text only – not the category (to reduce burden)

	Q43
	Q41
	Collect job text only – not the category (to reduce burden)


Home-School Questionnaire - continued
	Full-Scale Study Item
	Field Test Item
	Revision/Addition

	Q44
	New to full-scale study
	Education for job at 30 (asked of all)

	DELETE
	Q43
	Low priority

	DELETE
	Q44
	Low priority

	DELETE
	Q46
	Eliminated from student questionnaire

	Q47
	New to full-scale study
	Volunteer service (asked of all) 

	Q48
	New to full-scale study
	Discussions with parents (asked of all current students) 

	DELETE
	Q47
	Moved to New Participant Supplement

	DELETE
	Q48
	Low priority; Not needed to determine family structure 

	DELETE
	Q50
	Limited time; added Q48 in its place

	Q49
	New to full-scale study
	Friends’ plans (asked of all)


New Participant Supplement

	Full-Scale Study Item
	Field Test Item
	Revision/Addition

	Q10
	Q10
	Revised wording to clarify eligibility determination

	DELETE
	Q11
	School type may be determined from sampling/transcript information; minimize burden

	Q13
	New for full-scale study
	Family composition determined for new participants (akin to a consolidation of base year parent questions 1-5)


Student CATI Items (sub-set of Student Questionnaire items): Q1-Q17; Q21; Q23-Q27; Q31; Q33-Q36; Q38-Q40; Q42-Q47; Q49-Q54; Q56-Q60; Q62; Q64-Q65

School Administrator Questionnaire

	Full-Scale Study Item
	Field Test Item
	Revision/Addition

	DELETE
	Q2
	Collected in base year; not likely to change much

	Q3
	Q4
	Added block scheduling as response option

	Q5
	Q6
	Removed “other, specify”

	Q7
	Q8
	Reduced/combined sub-items

	Q8
	Q9
	Added International Baccalaureate; removed “other”; revised response wording

	Q11
	Q12
	Revised sub-items; Added sub-items; removed “other”

	Q15
	Q16
	Revised sub-item; Added sub-item

	Q16
	Q17
	Slightly revised wording

	Q18
	Q19
	Reduced sub-items

	Q20
	Q21
	Changed “not offered” to “none”

	Q21
	Q22
	Reduced/combined sub-items

	Q22
	Q23
	Added International Baccalaureate

	Q25
	Q26
	Removed “other”

	Q32
	Q33
	Revised wording

	Q33
	New for the full-scale study
	# of full-time library staff

	Q34
	New for the full-scale study
	# of part-time library staff 

	Q35
	New for the full-scale study
	% of library staff certified

	DELETE
	Q36
	Lower priority; need to limit principal’s section

	DELETE
	Q37
	Lower priority; need to limit principal’s section

	Q39
	Q39a-c
	Restructured items in terms of %/day to make more useful analytically

	Q40
	Q39
	Split out 3 sub-items as separate question (Q39: see above)
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