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  Explanation for  OMB Measures—

As requested by  OMB, NIDRR is  submitting  a list of the Goal, Objectives  and Indicators and corresponding  Methods  information for years  2003-2005. However NIDRR feels that grantees  will benefit more from the information that is provided  in the web sites indicated below.  

The application  form cannot  include all of the  aspects  involved  in  developing  an outcomes-planning oriented process, nor how measures  get updated to capture how NIDRR  programs contributions to the long-term and annual performance goals of the Department. The explanation below  is more appropriate for the application. 

The National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) has long been a strong proponent of outcome measures for its discretionary grantees without placing any additional burden on them.  NIDRR will utilize information from the Annual Performance Reports (APRs), under the Government Performance and Results Act, (GPRA), to collect information regarding the discretionary grants.

The overall goal of the 2003-2005 Agency performance measures is to conduct high quality research that leads to high quality research products.  A number of methods will be utilized to assess the effectiveness of all of NIDRR’s discretionary grants including  triangulation of data, expert panels, expert peer reviewers, and formative and summative program reviews. 

Information on  GPRA goals and NIDRR objectives is listed  on the  Department of Education web site: http://www.ed.gov/offices/OUS/PES/planning.html
Updates on the GPRA indicators, revisions and methods appear in the  NIDRR Program Review web site: http://www.cessi.net/pr/RERC/Summative/Supplemental.html 

Grantees should consult these sites, on a regular basis, to get details  and  explanations  on  how  NIDRR programs  contribute to the advancement of the  Department’s long-term and  annual performance  goals.   

