NIDRR PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS

Disability Rehabilitation Research Projects (DRRP)


The purpose of the DRRP Program is to plan and conduct research, demonstration projects, training, and related activities that help to maximize the full inclusion and integration of individuals with disabilities into society and to improve the effectiveness of services authorized under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (the Act). 

Rehabilitation Research and Training Centers (RRTC) Program
The RRTCs conduct coordinated and integrated advanced programs of research targeted toward the production of new knowledge, to improve rehabilitation methodology and service delivery systems, alleviate or stabilize disabling conditions, or promote maximum social and economic independence for persons with disabilities.  RRTCs operate in collaboration with institutions of higher education or providers of rehabilitation or other appropriate services.   Additional information on the RRTC program can be found at:  http://www.ed.gov/offices/OSERS/NIDRR/Programs/res_program.html#RRTC

General Requirements

The RRTC must:

· Carry out coordinated advanced programs of rehabilitation research;

· Provide training, including graduate, pre-service, and in-service training, to help rehabilitation personnel more effectively provide rehabilitation services to individuals with disabilities; 

· Provide technical assistance to individuals with disabilities, their representatives, providers, and other interested parties;  

· Disseminate informational materials to individuals with disabilities, their representatives, providers, and other interested parties; and
Serve as centers for national excellence in rehabilitation research for individuals with disabilities, their representatives, providers, and other interested parties.

Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center Program (RERC)  

The authority for RERCs is contained in section 204(b)(3) of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. 764(b)(3)).  We make awards for up to 60 months through grants or cooperative agreements to public and private agencies and organizations, including institutions of higher education, Indian tribes, and tribal organizations, to conduct research, demonstration, and training activities regarding rehabilitation technology in order to enhance opportunities for meeting the needs of, and addressing the barriers confronted by, individuals with disabilities in all aspects of their lives.  An RERC must be operated by or in collaboration with an institution of higher education or a nonprofit organization.

Description of Rehabilitation Engineering Research Centers 

RERCs carry out research or demonstration activities by: 

(a) Developing and disseminating innovative methods of applying advanced technology, scientific achievement, and psychological and social knowledge to (1) Solve rehabilitation problems and remove environmental barriers, and (2) Study new or emerging technologies, products, or environments; 

(b) Demonstrating and disseminating (1) Innovative models for the delivery of cost-effective rehabilitation technology services to rural and urban areas, and (2) Other scientific research to assist in meeting the employment and independent living needs of individuals with severe disabilities; or 

(c) Facilitating service delivery systems change through (1) The development, evaluation, and dissemination of consumer-responsive and individual and family-centered innovative models for the delivery to both rural and urban areas of innovative cost-effective rehabilitation technology services, and (2) other scientific research to assist in meeting the employment and independent needs of individuals with severe disabilities.  

Each RERC must provide training opportunities to individuals, including individuals with disabilities, to become researchers of rehabilitation technology and practitioners of rehabilitation technology in conjunction with institutions of higher education and nonprofit organizations.  

Field-Initiated Projects

  Field-Initiated (FI) projects must further one or both of the following purposes:  (a) develop methods, procedures, and rehabilitation technology that maximize the full inclusion and integration into society, employment, independent living, family support, and economic and social self-sufficiency of individuals with disabilities, especially individuals with the most severe disabilities; or (b) improve the effectiveness of services authorized under the Act.  FI projects carry out either research activities or development activities.

In carrying out a research activity, a grantee must identify one or more hypotheses and, based on the hypotheses identified, perform an intensive, systematic study directed toward new or full scientific knowledge or understanding of the subject or problem studied.  

In carrying out a development activity, a grantee must use knowledge and understanding gained from research to create materials, devices, systems, or methods beneficial to the target population, including design and development of prototypes and processes.  Target population means the group of individuals, organizations, or other entities expected to be affected by the project.  More than one group may be involved since a project may affect those who receive services, provide services, or administer services.

 
There are two different sets of selection criteria for FI projects:  one set to evaluate applications proposing to carry out research activities, and a second set to evaluate applications proposing to carry out development activities. The set of FI selection criteria that will be used to evaluate an application will be based on the applicant’s designation of the type of activity that the application proposes to carry out.   

Advanced Rehabilitation Research Training Projects 

Advanced Rehabilitation Research Training (ARRT) projects must provide research training and experience at an advanced level to individuals with doctorates or similar advanced degrees who have clinical or other relevant experience.  ARRT projects train rehabilitation researchers, including individuals with disabilities, with particular attention to research areas that support the implementation and objectives of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (the Act) and that improve the effectiveness of services authorized under the Act. 

ARRT projects must carry out all of the following activities:  recruit and select candidates for advanced research training; provide a training program that includes didactic and classroom instruction, is multidisciplinary, and emphasizes scientific methodology, and may involve collaboration among institutions; provide research experience, laboratory experience or its equivalent in a community-based research setting, and a practicum that involves each individual in clinical research and in practical activities with organizations representing individuals with disabilities; provide academic mentorship or guidance, and opportunities for scientific collaboration with qualified researchers at the host university and other appropriate institutions; and provide opportunities for participation in the development of professional presentations and publications, and for attendance at professional conferences and meetings as appropriate for the individual’s field of study and level of experience.

Research Fellowships Program 

The purpose of this Fellowship program is to build research capacity by providing support to highly qualified individuals, including those who are individuals with disabilities, to perform research on the rehabilitation of individuals with disabilities.  Fellows may conduct original research in any area authorized by section 204 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (the Act).  Fellows may address problems encountered by individuals in their daily lives that are due to the presence of a disabling condition, problems associated with the provision of rehabilitation services to individuals with disabilities, and problems connected with the conduct of disability research.

The program provides two categories of Fellowships:  Merit Fellowships and Distinguished Fellowships.  (a)  To be eligible for a Distinguished Fellowship, an individual must have seven or more years of research experience in subject areas, methods, or techniques relevant to rehabilitation research and must have a doctorate, other terminal degree, or comparable academic qualifications.  (b)  To be eligible for a Merit Fellowship, an individual must have either advanced professional training or independent study experience in an area which is directly pertinent to disability and rehabilitation.

Applicants are not required to submit a budget with their proposal.  These are one Full Time Equivalent (FTE) awards:  the applicant must work principally on the fellowship during the year.  The applicant cannot receive support through any other federal government grants during this period.  We define one FTE as equal to 40 hours per week.

