FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS & POINTS TO REMEMBER IN APPLICATION  PREPARATION

1.  CAN I GET AN EXTENSION OF THE DUE DATE?

No.  On rare occasions the Department of Education may extend a closing date for all applicants.  If that occurs, a notice of the revised due date is published in the Federal Register.  However, there are no extensions or exceptions to the due date made for individual applicants.

2.  WHAT SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE APPLICATION?

The application should include:  a project narrative, vitae of key personnel, and a budget, as well as the required forms included in this package.  Vitae of staff or consultants should include the individual’s title and role in the proposed project, and other information that is specifically pertinent to this proposed project.  The budgets for both the first year and all subsequent project years should be included.

If collaboration with another organization is involved in the proposed activity(s), the application should include assurances of participation by the other party(s), including written agreements or assurances of cooperation. It is not useful to include general letters of support or endorsement in the application.

If the applicant proposes to use unique tests or other measurement instruments that are not widely known in the field, it would be helpful to include the instrument in the application.

Many applications contain voluminous appendices that are not helpful and in many cases cannot even be mailed to the reviewers.  It is generally not helpful to include such things as brochures, general capability statements of collaborating organizations, maps, copies of publications, or descriptions of other projects completed by the applicant.

3.  WHAT FORMAT SHOULD BE USED FOR THE APPLICATION?

NIDRR generally advises applicants that they may organize the application to follow the selection criteria that will be used to evaluate the proposal.  The specific review criteria vary according to the specific program, and are contained in this Application Package.

4.  MAY I SUBMIT APPLICATIONS TO MORE THAN ONE NIDRR PROGRAM COMPETITION OR MORE THAN ONE APPLICATION TO A PROGRAM?

Yes, you may submit applications to any program for which they are responsive to the program/priority requirements.  You may submit the same application to as many competitions as you believe appropriate.  You may also submit more than one application in any given competition.

5.  WHAT IS THE ALLOWABLE INDIRECT COST RATE?

The limits on indirect costs vary according to the program and the type of application.  An applicant for an Rehabilitation Research Training Center (84.133B) is limited to an indirect rate of 15%.  An applicant for Advanced Rehabilitation Research Training (84.133P) project is limited to a training grant indirect rate of 8%.  

An applicant for a Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center (84.133E), Disability Rehabilitation Research Project (84.133A), or Field Initiated (84.133G) project should limit indirect charges to the organization’s approved indirect cost rate.  If the organization does not have an approved indirect cost rate, the application should include an estimated actual rate.  The Research Fellowship (84.133F) program does not use indirect cost rates.

6.  CAN PROFITMAKING BUSINESSES APPLY FOR GRANTS?

Yes.  However, for-profit organizations will not be able to collect a fee or profit on the grant, and in some programs will be required to share in the costs of the project.

7.  CAN INDIVIDUALS APPLY FOR GRANTS?

Only organizations are eligible to apply for grants under most of the NIDRR programs.  Individuals, however, are the only entities eligible to apply for the Research Fellowship (84.133F) program. 

8.  CAN NIDRR STAFF ADVISE ME WHETHER MY PROJECT IS OF INTEREST TO NIDRR OR LIKELY TO BE FUNDED?

No.  NIDRR staff can only advise you of the requirements of the program in which you propose to submit your application.  NIDRR staff cannot advise you of whether your subject area or proposed approach is likely to receive approval.

9.  HOW DO I ASSURE THAT MY APPLICATION WILL BE REFERRED TO THE MOST APPROPRIATE PANEL FOR REVIEW?

Applicants should be sure that their applications are referred to the correct competition by clearly indicating the competition title and CFDA number, including alphabetical code, on the Standard Form 424.  The project title should describes the project and reflect the priority topic. 

10.  HOW SOON AFTER SUBMITTING MY APPLICATION CAN I FIND OUT IF IT WILL BE FUNDED?

The time from closing date to grant award date varies from program to program.  Generally speaking, NIDRR endeavors to have awards made within five to six months of the closing date.  Unsuccessful applicants generally will be notified within that time frame as well.  For the purpose of estimating a project start date, the applicant should estimate approximately six months from the closing date, but no later than following September 30.

11.  CAN I CALL NIDRR TO FIND OUT IF MY APPLICATION IS BEING FUNDED?

No.  When NIDRR is able to release information on the status of grant applications, it will notify applicants by letter.  The results of the peer review cannot be released except through this formal notification.

12.  IF MY APPLICATION IS SUCCESSFUL, CAN I ASSUME I WILL GET THE REQUESTED BUDGET AMOUNT IN SUBSEQUENT YEARS?

No.  Funding in subsequent years is subject to availability of funds and successful project performance.

13.
WILL ALL APPROVED APPLICATIONS BE FUNDED?

No.  It often happens that the peer review panels approve for funding more applications than NIDRR can fund within available resources.  Applicants who are approved, but not funded, are encouraged to consider submitting similar applications in future competitions.

14.  HOW WILL NIDRR ASSESS THE PERFORMANCE OF FUNDED GRANTS?
A number of methods will be utilized to assess the performance of NIDRR funded grants.  These methods include triangulation of data, expert panels, expert peer reviewers and formative and summative reviews.  NIDRR also utilizes an annual project performance reporting web-based system (APPR) to collect information from grantees in order to determine whether continuation grants should be awarded beyond the base year.  This is the form that incorporates the elements of NIDRR’s GPRA indicators, applying outcomes-based requirements.

15.  WILL ALL PERFORMANCE MEASURES BE APPLICABLE TO MY GRANT?

No.  Applicants should consult the following web sites to obtain details and explanations as to which performance measures will be applicable to your particular application.  To learn what NIDRR’s 2004 performance goals, measures, targets, and timeframes are, visit:


http://www.ed.gov/about/reports/annual/2004plan/edlite-nidrr.html


For more detailed information on applying NIDRR’s current interpretation of the definitions of performance measurement components, interested parties are also encouraged to visit:


http://www.cessi.net/pr/RERC/Summative/CoESample.html or 


http://www.cessi.net/pr/RRTC/Summative/CoESample.html

