
JUSTIFICATION FOR APPLICATION RENEWAL 

1. The Department of Education is submitting the request for approval of OMB No. 1840-0113,

which expires on November 30, 2003. 

Sections 325(a), and 326(d) of Title III, Part B of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended (HEA), and the governing regulations (34CFR 608.20; 609.20) require collection of information identified in the application package.  Copies of these authorities are included in the application package.

This grant program has been authorized for institutions of higher education to improve financial management and strengthen their academic programs.  Funds are intended to facilitate greater financial independence for eligible institutions and enhance access to graduate and professional schools for minority and low-income students.

The collection of information requested in the application is necessary to permit eligible institutions to apply for grants under the Strengthening Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) and the Historically Black Graduate Institutions (HBGI) Programs.  Legislation requires the collection of the data in order for the Secretary to determine awards for each institution, and to evaluate each institution's plans for grant funds.

Section 324, Part B of Title III, and 34CFR 608.31(attached) require that the Secretary collect Phase I data annually from the HBCUs in order to determine allotments to eligible institutions.  Collection of the Phase II application occurs once at the beginning of each five year cycle when the institution submits its five year plan. Section 326, (f) “Funding Rule” requires that HBGIs submit Phase I statistical data in order to determine supplemental grant award amounts. 

2. Phase I of the application process requires that HBCUs provide numerical data to determine

grant awards according to a Congressionally mandated formula.  Formula data include the number of Pell Grant (low-income) recipients at the institution, graduating class size, and percentage of students enrolled and in attendance in graduate and professional schools. Institutions are then notified of their dollar awards. Phase I data  for HBGIs requires formula data for the grant award process which includes the dollar amount of matching funds, the number of students enrolled in the HBGI program for which the institution received funds in the previous year, the average cost of education per student, the number of students in the previous year who received their first professional or doctoral degree and the contribution, on a percentage basis, of programs for which the HBGI  is eligible to receive funds under section 326 of the HEA to the total number of African Americans receiving graduate or professional degrees in the professions or disciplines related to the programs for the previous year. 

In Phase II, both the HBCUs and the HBGIs submit a detailed spending plan that includes measurable objectives designed to strengthen administration, financial management, academic programs, and instructional facilities.  Program staff reviews the institutions’ objectives to determine consistency with legislative intent, regulatory requirements, and sound educational principles.

3. The collection of information for new awards does not currently involve any technological

methods.   Program staff has been in consultation with e-Grants staff in the Department, in an attempt to move towards electronic submission of Phase I Data.  However, this requires the development of an electronic Phase I Data Form, and Departmental resources are such that this will not be possible during FY 2002.  In early FY 2003, we will conduct another discussion with e-Grants staff to determine the availability of funds, and to impress upon them the importance of electronic submission.  We will also consult with HBCUs and HBGIs to determine whether they have the technological capacity to submit electronically.

4. Improved reporting and technological capability in the Office of Student Financial Assistance

may make the collection of Pell Grant data available in the future without relying on  the

institutions  to provide this information. However, at this time, the instituitions have expressed the preference of submitting the data through the application.

5. The collection of information does not involve small businesses or other small entities. 

6. HBCUs and HBGIs  that seek assistance under this program must submit required data to

apply a formula criterion which determines awards for the universe of 117 HBCU/HBGIs and professional schools.  Current legislation requires annual data collection by the Secretary to determine funding for individual institutions.  Changes in annual institutional enrollments may cause variations in funding levels determined each year by the formula’s raw data.  If the information was not collected as described, awards could not be made.

7. There are no special circumstances that would cause this collection to be conducted as

specified. 

8.   The universe of institutions using ED Information Collection 1840-0113 is limited to 99 Congressionally defined HBCUs and 18 Congressionally defined HBGIs.  

Annual consultations and reviews have occurred with representatives of the HBCUs and HBGIs regarding the data collection instrument, and instructions provided during annual technical assistance workshops for all grantees, and during individual on-site visits.  In ten years of funding nothing has impeded regular consultation with clients served.

9.   No payments or gifts are provided.

10. No confidential information is requested.  Confidentiality is not assured.

11. No sensitive or personal information is solicited.

12. Estimates of the hour burden -- (Note Item #15 for additional information)

Number of applicants -------------------------------------------------       117

HBCUs   ………………………………………………….         99

HBGIs …………………………………………………….         18

Annual Burden  Hours

HBCUs    (Phase I)……………………………………     4 hours

                          HBGIs       (Phase I)……………………………………..  4  hours


Once every 5 years

HBCUs   (Phase I and II application, 4 hours + 18 hours)…22 hrs.

HBGIs    (Phase I and II application, 4 hours + 18 hours)   .22 hrs.

Average Annual Burden Hours:

Year 1

4


Year 2

4


Year 3

4


Year 4

4


Year 5
            22



            38 hours per applicant over five years
38 divided by 5 years = 7.6 average annual burden hours per applicant each year

117 applicants x 7.6 burden hours = 889.2

889.2 (rounded) = 889 Total average annual burden hours for all applicants

Average estimate of costs to applicants:
7.6 hrs. x $34/hr = $258.40 average annual cost per applicant

117 applicants x $258.40 = $30,232.80

$30,232.80 (rounded) = $30,233 Total annual average cost for all applicants

13.  No other cost to respondents.

14. Estimates of cost to Federal government (once every five years):

Applications design, preparation, duplication, mailing, analysis and review: 120 hrs

  
Professional staff: 
$34.00/hr x   17 hrs. = 

      $578

(Design, preparation) 

(Analysis and review)
$34.00/hr x 100 hrs. = 

   $3,400

Clerical staff:  

$16.00/hr x     3 hrs. = 

        $48

(Duplication, mailing, filing)                                 

Supplies and material 


                                 $500

TOTAL FEDERAL COST 




   $4,526

15. There will be a decrease in burden hours from 2070 to 889.  In the past, burden hours were incorrectly calculated because they were based on application submittal yearly and not once every five years.  To correct the number of burden hours, we have calculated burden hours for Phase II application submittal once every five years.  Only Phase I data is requested annually.  The total burden considers an average number of hours based on Phase II application submittal once in five years and Phase I submittal each year for five years multiplied by the number of eligible applicants.

16.  The Department does not plan to publish the collected information.

17.  No objections to display of information.

18.  No exceptions requested.

B.  Collection of Information Employing Statistical Methods---No statistical methods are used in the collection of funding data.                                  

