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Fax: 800-254-0984



Rockville, Maryland 20850

E-mail: annecattagni@westat.com
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DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED IN QUESTIONNAIRE

INSTRUCTIONAL ROOMS AND COMPUTERS

Instructional rooms – refers to rooms in the school building used for any instructional purposes.  This includes classrooms, labs, library/media centers, art rooms, rooms used for vocational or special education, etc. 

Instructional computers – refers to computers that are used for instructional purposes.  Do not include computers used for administrative purposes only. 
OPERATING SYSTEM/PLATFORM
Operating system/platform – software platform on top of which application programs can run.
TYPES OF INTERNET CONNECTIONS

T3/DS3 – refers to a dedicated digital transmission of data and voice at the speed of 45 MB per second.  T3s are composed of 672 channels. 

Fractional T3 – one or more channels of a T3/DS3 line.  Used for data and voice transmission at the speed of less than 45 MB per second. 

T1/DS1 – refers to a dedicated digital transmission of data and voice at the speed of 1.5 MB per second.  T1s are composed of 24 channels. 

Fractional T1 – one or more channels of a T1/DS1 line.  Used for data and voice transmission at the speed of less than 1.5 MB per second. 

Cable modem – refers to a dedicated transmission of data through cable TV wires at a speed of up to 2 MB per second. 

DSL (Digital Subscriber Line) – refers collectively to ADSL, SDSL, HDSL, and SDSL.  DSLs have a dedicated digital transmission speed of up to 32 MB per second. 

ISDN (Integrated Services Digital Network) – sends voice and data over digital telephone lines or normal telephone wires at the speed of up to 128 KB per second. 

56 KB – refers to a dedicated digital transmission of data at the speed of 56 KB per second. 
Dial-up connection – refers to data transmission through a normal telephone line upon command, at the maximum speed of 56 KB per second. 

Wireless connection – refers to the connections to the Internet that do not use wire or cable. 
TECHNOLOGIES/PROCEDURES FOR INTERNET ACCESS CONTROL

Blocking software – uses a list of Web sites that are considered inappropriate and prevents access to those sites. 

Filtering software – blocks access to sites containing keywords, alone or in context with other keywords. 

Monitoring software – records e-mails, instant messages, chats, and the Web sites visited. 

Intranet – refers to a controlled computer network similar to the Internet, but accessible only to those who have permission to use it.  Intranet system managers can limit user access to Internet material. 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Students with disabilities – refers to students with impairments that substantially limit one or more of the major life activities.  This may include learning disabilities as well as physical impairments. 

Special hardware – adaptive or assistive hardware such as closed-captioned TV, screen readers, or keyboard alternatives that facilitate computer use by students with disabilities.
Special software – adaptive or assistive software such as Jaws for Windows, Zoomtext, or Overlay Maker software that facilitate computer use by students with disabilities. 

1.
What is the total number of instructional rooms in your school?  (Include all rooms used for any instructional purposes: classrooms, computer labs and other labs, library/media centers, etc.) 

__________ instructional rooms

2.
How many computers are there in your school? (Count all computers, including those used by administrators, teachers, and students.) ___________ computers (If none, please enter “0” and skip to question 30.)

3.
Of these computers, how many are used for instructional purposes (i.e., not used for administrative purposes only)? ___________ instructional computers (If none, please enter “0” and skip to question 7.)
4.
Which one of the following operating systems/platforms is most frequently used on the instructional computers in your school? (Circle only one.)

	Windows 2000

1
	Mac OS 7.6 or greater

7

	Windows NT

2
	Mac OS under 7.6

8

	Windows ME

3
	Any DOS

9

	Windows 1998

4
	Other (specify)

10

	Windows 1995

5
	Don’t know

11

	Windows 3.1

6
	


5.
What is the memory on most of the instructional computers in your school?  (Circle one.)

	Under 8 MB

1
	16 MB or higher

3

	8 to 15 MB

2
	Don’t know

4


6.
What is the disk space on most of the instructional computers in your school?  (Circle one.)
	Under 1 GB

1
	

	1 GB or higher

2
	

	Don’t know

3
	


7.
Does your school have access to the Internet?


Yes

1 (Continue with question 8.)
No

2 (Skip to question 26.) 
8.
How many computers in your school currently have Internet access?  (Include instructional and noninstructional computers.)  _________ computers  (If none, please enter “0” and skip to question 26.)
9.
Of the computers with Internet access (question 8), how many are used for instructional purposes?

_________ instructional computers (If none, please enter “0.”)

10.
What type(s) of connection does your school use when connecting to the Internet? (Circle all that apply.)

	a.
T3/DS3

1
	g.
ISDN

7

	b.
Fractional T3

2
	h.
56 KB

8

	c.
T1/DS1

3
	i.
Dial-up connection (e.g., AOL, Earthlink)

9

	d.
Fractional T1

4
	j.
Wireless connection

10

	e.
Cable modem

5
	k.
Other (specify)

11

	f.
DSL

6
	


11.
How many instructional rooms have a computer with Internet access?   ________ instructional rooms (If none, please enter “0.”)

12.
Does your school use any technology or other procedure to prevent student access to inappropriate material on the Internet?


Yes

1 (Continue with question 13.)
No

2
(Skip to question 15.) 

13.
What technologies or other procedures does your school use to prevent student access to inappropriate material on the Internet? (Circle one on each line.)
	
	Yes
	No

	a.
Blocking/filtering software

	1
	2

	b.
Monitoring software

	1
	2

	c.
Intranet

	1
	2

	d.
Monitoring by teachers or other staff

	1
	2

	e.
Written contract that parents have to sign

	1
	2

	f.
Written contract that students have to sign

	1
	2

	g.
Honor code for students

	1
	2

	h.
Other (specify)

	1
	2


14.
Does your school use these technologies or other procedures to protect students from inappropriate material on all computers with Internet access used by students?
Yes

1
No

2
15.
Does your school allow students access to its instructional computers with Internet access at times other than regular school hours?
Yes

1 (Continue with question 16.)
No

2 (Skip to question 18.)

16.
When are instructional computers with Internet access available to students?  (Circle one on each line.)

	
	Yes
	No

	a.
Before school

	1
	2

	b.
After school

	1
	2

	c.
On weekends

	1
	2


17.
How many instructional computers with Internet access are regularly available to students outside of regular school hours? _________ computers

18.
In column A, please indicate whether administrative staff, teachers, and students in your school may have a school-sponsored e-mail address.  If yes in column A, indicate in column B how many administrative staff, teachers, and students have a school-sponsored e-mail address.

	Recipient
	A.  May have school-sponsored e-mail address?
	B.  If yes, how many administrative staff, teachers, and students?

	
	Yes
	No
	Few
	Some
	All or most

	a.
Administrative staff

	1
	2
	1
	2
	3

	b.
Teachers

	1
	2
	1
	2
	3

	c.
Students

	1
	2
	1
	2
	3


19.
Does your school have a Web site?


Yes
1
(Continue with question 20.)
No

2 (Skip to question 26.) 

20.
Do the following topics appear on your school’s Web site?  (Circle one on each line.)

	
	Yes
	No

	a.
School policies/rules

	1
	2

	b.
Staff directory

	1
	2

	c.
Information on programs and classes

	1
	2

	d.
Grade-level learning objectives

	1
	2

	e.
Homework assignments

	1
	2

	f.
School newsletter

	1
	2

	g.
Schedule of school events/school calendar

	1
	2

	h.
Information on sports and/or clubs

	1
	2

	i.
Links to/information on middle/high schools

	1
	2

	j.
Links to/information on colleges

	1
	2

	k.
Links to/information on scholarships

	1
	2

	l.
Links to/information on careers

	1
	2

	m.
Information for parents (e.g., PTA, PTO, etc.)

	1
	2

	n.
Presentation of students’ special projects/works

	1
	2

	o.
Information on library/media center

	1
	2

	p.
Links to Web sites for educational tools for students

	1
	2

	q.
Information about professional development opportunities for teachers

	1
	2

	r.
Links to district Web page

	1
	2

	s.
Other (specify)

	1
	2


21.
Can students and/or parents communicate with the school through the school’s Web site? 


Yes

1
No

2


22.
Did students participate in the creation/development of the Web site?


Yes

1
No

2
Don’t know

3

23.
Do students participate in the maintenance of the Web site?


Yes

1
No

2

24.
Do students contribute materials to the Web site?


Yes

1
No

2

25.
How often is the Web site updated? (Circle one.)
	Daily

1
	Monthly

3

	Weekly

2
	Less than monthly

4


26.
Does your school lend laptop computers to students?


Yes

1 (Continue with question 27.)
No

2 (Skip to question 29.) 

27.
How many laptops are available for students to borrow? _________ laptops

28.
What is the longest time for which a student may borrow a laptop?  (Circle one.)

	Less than one week

1
	One semester

4

	One week

2
	The entire school year

5

	One month

3
	Other (specify)

6


29.
In column A, please indicate whether your school has students with the listed disabilities.



If yes in column A, indicate in column B whether special hardware (i.e., adaptive or assistive hardware) is available to students with disabilities in your school.


If yes in column A, indicate in column C whether special software (i.e., adaptive or assistive software) is available to students with disabilities in your school.

	Disabilities
	A. Have students with disabilities?
	B. Special hardware is available to students with disabilities (e.g., closed-captioned TV, screen readers, keyboard alternatives)
	C. Special software is available to students with disabilities 
(e.g., Jaws for Windows, Zoomtext, Overlay Maker software)

	
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a.
Hearing disabilities

	1
	2
	1
	2
	1
	2

	b.
Learning disabilities

	1
	2
	1
	2
	1
	2

	c.
Physical disabilities

	1
	2
	1
	2
	1
	2

	d.
Visual disabilities

	1
	2
	1
	2
	1
	2


30.
What percent of the students in your school are eligible for the federally funded free or reduced-price lunch program?  _________%

THANK YOU.  PLEASE KEEP A COPY OF THIS SURVEY FOR YOUR RECORDS.

