DRAFT 

Supporting Statement for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions
Application for student post experience questionnaire forms for the International Consortia Programs (European Community/United States of America Cooperation Program in Higher Education and Vocational Education and Training, Program for North American Mobility in Higher Education, U.S.-Brazil Higher Education Consortia Program) of the U.S. Department of Education’s Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE)

A
Justification

1.
Consistent with the provisions of Title VII, Part B of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, the Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE) works to improve postsecondary education through grants to postsecondary educational institutions and agencies.  Such grants are awarded on the basis of competitively reviewed applications submitted to FIPSE under its Comprehensive and Special Focus Competition Program grant competitions.  The Department of Education is submitting for clearance a combined data collection for three Special Focus Programs: European Community/United States of America Cooperation Program in Higher Education and Vocational Education and Training (EC-US Program), the Program for North American Mobility in Higher Education (North American Program), and the U.S.-Brazil Higher Education Consortia Program (US-Brazil Program).  The EC-US Program has been funded annually since 1996.  The North American Program was funded in 1995-1997, and again annually since 2000.  The US-Brazil Program was first funded in 2001 and annually since that time.  Regulations governing these programs are contained in 34 CFR Part 75 (Education Department General Administrative Regulations).  Previous program regulations (34 CFR Part 630) were removed in a notice in the Federal Register on March 6, 1997 (62 FR 10397).  Removal took effect on October 1, 1997.   

The EC-US Cooperation Program was established under a formal US and EC Cooperation Agreement (The New Transatlantic Agenda) signed in June 1995 between the European Commission (EC) and the United States Information Agency.  The discretionary grant program is jointly funded and administered by FIPSE for the US Department of Education and the European Commission’s Directorate General for Education and Culture.  The Agreement between the United States and the EC concluded its initial five-year period in June 2000.  On December 7, 2000 a new five-year Cooperation Agreement was signed by the U.S. State Department and the European Commission. 

The Program for North American Mobility in Higher Education (North American Program) fosters student exchange within the context of multilateral curricular development.  Students benefit from having an added "North American" curriculum and cultural dimension to their studies through combination of trilateral curricular innovation and study abroad.  The Program is administrated collectively by the Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE), U.S. Department of Education; Human Resources Development Canada (HRDC); and in Mexico by the Dirección de Desarollo Universitario, Secretaría de Educación Pública (SEP).

The  US-Brazil Higher Education Consortia Program (US-Brazil Program) awards grants to U.S. institutions participating in bilateral institutional cooperation and student exchange programs in the United States and Brazil.  Institutions are funded by their respective government agencies: in the United States, the U.S. Department of Education’s Fund for the Improvement for Postsecondary Education (FIPSE); in Brazil, the Fundação Coordenação de Aperfeiçoamento de Pessoal de Nível Superior (CAPES), Brazilian Ministry of Education.  

2. All FIPSE International Consortia Programs support student exchanges as one of the primary activities of the grants.  Students at US partner institutions receive FIPSE support in all three International Consortia Programs through their institutions to travel abroad to study for a pre-arranged length of time, usually one academic term (quarter or semesters) but sometimes for shorter intensive periods of time.  The amount of FIPSE support for student stipends is set at a maximum $3000 for the EC-US and North American Programs and $4000 for the US-Brazil Program Students. The higher amount for the US-Brazil Program is based on a higher average travel costs to Brazil. As is stated in the application guidelines of all three International Consortia Programs, student stipends are intended to offset additional costs incurred by students traveling abroad in addition to the costs of remaining at the home institution. They are intended to pay for travel and room and board expenses.  Stipends are not intended to be used for tuition or fees.  In the case of the EC-US and the US-Brazil Programs, stipends may be provided to support limited language learning for students participating in study abroad courses (up to $1500 for EC-US and $1000 for Brazil).  The amount of money allotted a student for study abroad can vary, as it is intended to reflect the actual additional cost incurred by travel (travel and lodging costs, for example). As outlined in the program guidelines, project directors on campuses have the discretion to allot students who study for shorter periods or in less expensive places less money than to students who study for longer periods of time or in more expensive places.  The student mobility money is intended for foreign study only. 

The enclosed protocol for the student post experience questionnaire form serve a number of purposes: First, since FIPSE supports limited stipends for students to study abroad, the questionnaire is necessary to ensure that the appropriate information and data is collected regarding student experience abroad. Currently, FIPSE gathers information through annual performance reports to the grantees as well as through annual meetings and close monitoring. However, grantees themselves have not for the most part collected consistent information about student experience abroad.  The few that have collected information do not do so in any uniformed fashion, rendering the information not generalizable among programs nor with FIPSE’s international co-sponsors (see item 1 above list).  The international co-sponsors support the development of a student questionnaire and plan to use the data for planning and evaluation themselves.  Project directors support FIPSE’s gathering of this information, as it would remove the burden from each individual project director and centralize it for all programs. The collection format will be web based, allowing FIPSE to centrally gather information into the same database that is used for collecting annual and final report information. 

FIPSE places great emphasis on the sound collection of information through this questionnaire as a means to assure the quality of program management and show progress toward meeting its performance objectives which include enhancing student learning, encouraging international cooperation, and partnerships among higher education institutions, and preparing students for work in international contexts.  This package is being submitted in support of our request to collect information though the use of a student post experience questionnaire. 

3.
The collection of information will involve the development of a system for web-based submission of all the information requested.  Students will be encouraged by the grantee institution to respond to this questionnaire following their period of federally funded study abroad. However, the completion of this questionnaire will be done so on a voluntary basis.  Students will be able to use the web to complete the questionnaire.  All three programs—EC-US, North America, and US-Brazil—will use the same questionnaire format.  This will ease the gathering of information and increase the generalizability of the information.  

4.
FIPSE staff has made every effort to insure that there is no duplication of data acquisition.  

5.
The collection of information does not impact small businesses or other small entities.
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According to the Government Performance and Results Act of 1993 (GPRA), FIPSE grant competitions are required by law to collect information regarding program and project effectiveness.

7.
No special circumstances apply.

8.
FIPSE staff will respond to any questions or comments resulting from the publication of the information collection in the Federal Register as required by 5CFR 1320.8(d) and prior to the submission to OMB.  Since the inception of the International Consortia Program, FIPSE staff has discussed with project directors at annual meetings the need to develop a student questionnaire instrument that can be administered electronically through the web. This current version of the student questionnaire was developed as a result of discussions with project directors in each of the three programs.  This collection was put out for public comment for 60 days. No comments were received during this period.  Electronic submission and collection gathering will greatly facilitate total program evaluation objectives such as the effectiveness of the  student mobility experience, the impact on student learning outcomes that are common to a cohort of projects both within and across the three programs in areas such as engineering or business. 

9. ED does not provide any payment or gift to respondents.

10.
No assurance of confidentiality is provided to respondents except as provided by the Privacy Act and the Department of Education’s policies governing the process of collecting information for project and program evaluation.

11.
There are no questions of a sensitive nature.

10. Estimates of the hour burden of the collection of information:

The following number of respondents represents an average annual number of students traveling abroad for all three programs. 

Number of respondents: 300

Frequency of response: once at the project’s conclusion

Hour burden: .5 hours per response

Total burden: 150 hours

Estimated Cost to Respondents of Hour Burdens:  Since students will be answering the questionnaire, FIPSE does not anticipate a cost involved in completion. 

11. Estimated Total Cost Burden to Respondents:

The only cost to respondents is the staff time shown above in item 12.

14.
Estimated Annualized Cost to Federal government

5% of one staff salary



$5,000

30% of overhead for support            

$6,000

Total cost of Contract and Department of Education staff/overhead.....$26,000

15.
New collection

16.
The findings and results obtained from this collection will be based on self-reported information and on inferences and conclusions drawn across all of the funded projects.  Aggregated results will be shared through publication on the FIPSE website and are a key resource for information about annual appropriations. 

12. We will display the expiration date for OMB approval of the collection.

13. We are not requesting any exception.

B.
Collection of Information Employing Statistical Methods

This collection of information does not employ statistical methods. 
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