


May 8, 2003

Memorandum

To:
Lauren Wittenberg

CC:         Joe Schubart; Cassandra Courtney
From:
Joan Krejci Griggs

Date:
5/8/2003
Re:         Revision of Comprehensive Program Grant Application, Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE)

The FY 2003 application for the Comprehensive Program discretionary grant competition (OMB 1840-514) was approved by OMB last December for one year, expiring 12/31/2003.  At that time, OMB requested that program outcome measures be incorporated into the application (especially the review criteria). Since then, program staff have met with OMB staff to gain specific direction on the matter.  The attached revision responds explicitly to this direction. 

Please note that there is NO change in the general instruction or specific priorities.

Except for stylistic editing, the following substantive changes are highlighted in the text in red:


1. In introducing the outcome measures to prospective applicants, the Comprehensive Program’s GPRA indicators are explicitly stated on pp. 5 and 18. Furthermore, they are linked to the design, implementation, and evaluation of proposed projects. In addition, several of the selection criteria taken from EDGAR (Education Department General Administrative Regulations), under the “Guide to Proposal Development” section, now pertain to replication and continuation; and the narrative informs applicants of the need to plan for and to collect such outcome data. 

2. Changes found in the “Application Instructions” section pertain to additional options for electronic submission of applications.  In the FY 2003 application, FIPSE offered applicants the option of submitting only the preliminary proposal electronically. In the FY 2004 revision electronic submission is also an option for final applications.

3.  We have  modified some language in the “civic education” subcategory, under the curriculum reform priority area, to better distinguish it from more traditional service learning (p.9) and added some more specific guidance to the cost priority area (p.10).

Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 202-502-7518 or e-mail joan.griggs@ed.gov.

Thank you so much for your help in the review and clearance process.
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