
SUPPORTING STATEMENT


FOR PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

     
A.  Justification 
1.  The Mathematics and Science Partnerships program (Title II, part B of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2002 (Pub. L. 107-110) is a State educational agency (SEA)-administered formula grant program.  Section 2202 of the ESEA has the Department make awards to SEAs without allowance for its review and approval of a program application.  Thus, unlike most ESEA formula grant programs, the ESEA does not itself authorize the Department to collect basic information it needs to properly administer the program in a program application.  

The Department has determined that it does not need SEAs to submit an application.  However, in order to properly assist SEAs in implementing their programs as well as to facilitate basic project monitoring, the Department does need to receive from SEAs, at least after award, certain minimum information.  This information consists of (1) the process the SEA will use to make competitive subgrants, and (2) certain other aspects of SEA administration, such as amount the SEA will reserve for program administration. 

The collection merely requests basic information from SEAs that by law they will need to know in order to implement the program.

ED is requesting an extension.  This collection was previously approved as an emergency; therefore ED is now requesting a three-year approval.
2.  The Department will use the collection to enable it to have basic information about the State’s program that it will need to provide technical assistance, as well as for purposes of monitoring and collecting of very basic programmatic data.

3.   SEAs will be asked to provide this information to the Department via the Internet.

4.   This collection does not request a duplication of any information the Department already collects.  

5.  Not applicable.  The information collection does not impact small businesses or other small entities.  

6.  Without this information, the Department will not have, nor will it be able to provide, very basic information on how SEAs are implementing the Mathematics and Science Partnerships program.  Nor will it know whether SEAs are implementing the competitive subgrants as the ESEA requires.

This collection is requested annually, but SEAs would only need to submit this information after the initial collection if SEA circumstances change or the SEA conducts a new program competition.

There are no technical or legal obstacles.  The collection simply asks SEAs to report to the Department decisions they already have made.

7.  Not applicable.  No special circumstances exist that would require the collection to be conducted in any of the enumerated ways.  

8. The Department has published an emergency notice for public comments as well as language for the 60-day comment period.   During this period, the Department also will solicit comment from SEA program coordinators, all of whom have been invited to attend a program conference to be held June 13-14, 2003.  No comments were received from the notices.

9.  Not applicable.  No payment or gifts will be provided to any respondent.

10. Not applicable.  No assurance of confidentiality will be provided to any respondent.  

11.  Not applicable.  No questions are being asked of a sensitive nature.  

12.  Estimates Annual Cost to Respondents
The Department estimates that there will be a maximum of 56 respondents (all SEAs including four outlying areas). It is estimated that each respondent will average approximately 1 hour to prepare and submit the information for a total burden of 56 hours.  These data reflect the understanding and intent of Department staff.  Although ED does not collect applications from subgrantees, we have estimated the average time for subgrantees to submit applications to the SEA.  Approximately 780 applications will take an average of 40 hours/application for a total burden of 31,200 hours.

The cost to the applicant is estimated at approximately $35 based on the use of one hour of one professional’s time 

For all SEA respondents:  

     Professionals

     (1 professional staff x 56 responses x $35 per hour)

$1,960

     (0 clerical staff time)

For all subgrantee respondents:

780 respondents x 40 hours/response at $30/hour =
       $936,000

Total Estimated Cost to Respondents


       $937,960
13. There are no costs to respondents other than those included in item 12.

14.  Estimated Annual Cost to Federal Government
Staffing:

Preparation of information collection instrument and OMB documents:

     GS-14-15  
7 hours x $45 per hour  = $315  (Professional Staff)

Analysis of SEA Information

     GS-14-15  
20 hours x $45 per hour  = $900  (Professional Staff)

(0 clerical staff time)

($0 Printing)

($0 Mailing) 

TOTAL Cost to the Government

$1,215

15. There are no program changes or adjustments in items 13 or 14 on the OMB Form 83-1.

16.  The results of this information collection will not be published.

17.  The expiration date for OMB approval will be displayed on the form.

18.  ED is not requesting any exceptions to the “Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions” of OMB Form 83-I.

B.  Collection of Information Employing Statistical Methods

 The collection of information will not employ any statistical methods.





