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Fall 2003

Dear Educator,

We are writing to let you know that preparations for the student assessment components of the Special Elementary Longitudinal Study (SEELS) are scheduled to begin soon.  We will be hiring over 1000 field assessors around the nation to conduct over 5,000 assessments of students who receive special education services.  As you may already be aware, your school or district has agreed to participate in this national study that is sponsored by the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) in the U.S. Department of Education.  We have enclosed information about SEELS to bring you up to date on our research activities.  All parents of the study participants have also been informed about the upcoming activities and have participated in the Parent interview or Family Survey.

Soon you will receive a telephone call from a member of the SEELS field assessment team who will ask you for the names of professionals in your geographic area who have had experience conducting assessments of students with disabilities.  We are looking for local professionals to serve as field assessors for SEELS.  Ideal candidates are school psychologists, special education teachers, speech/language specialists, and special education consultants, either active or retired.  The enclosed fact sheet lists field assessor qualities and responsibilities, the project timeline, and compensation for involvement in the student assessment component.  Any questions you may have about the assessment process can be answered during our phone call.  

Please feel free to share the enclosed information with people you think might be qualified and interested in acting as field assessors.  Training for field assessors will be provided in the form of a self-training manual and video.  Some student assessments will be conducted this fall although most will be scheduled to begin in February and continue through the school year.  Field assessors may be asked to conduct up to 15 student assessments during this period. 

The SEELS study Team thanks you for agreeing to participate in this very important study which will provide the first national picture of experiences and outcomes of students in special education.  We look forward to working with you in the coming months.

Sincerely,

Jose Blackorby, Ph.D.




Mary Wagner, Ph.D.

SEELS Co-Director




SEELS Co-Director
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