A. Justification 

1. The Department of Education is requesting an extension of its information collection “Teacher Quality Enhancement Grants Program for Partnerships (TQE-P):  Application Guide for the TQE-P Grants Competition” (CFDA No. 336B and CFDA No. 336D).

The collection of the requested information is necessary to allow partnerships to apply for grants under TQE-P.  Title II, Part A of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, Sections 201-210, Public Law 105-244 requires the collection of this information.  A copy of the statute is included in the application booklet.

2. Information requested in the application booklet will be collected annually (subject to the availability of funds) from partnerships that desire to apply for new awards under  TQE-P.  Without the collection of this information, the Department cannot allow partnerships to apply for these grants under Title II, Part A and therefore cannot make new awards and utilize appropriated funds in accordance with the authorizing legislation.  This information collection has been used to make awards to 13 partnerships, since its original approval in FY 2000.  

3. The application package has been prepared in a format for easier and faster posting of information on the web. In addition, applicants will be able to apply online through participation in the Department’s e-Application process.  The decision to accept electronic submissions was based on a desire to streamline the application process.

4. Since the information submitted in the application is unique to each respondent and is required specifically for making awards under this program, no duplication exists as far as can be determined at this point.

5. The collection of information does not involve small businesses or other small entities.  If a small entity would apply, the application form is designed to be used by such an applicant.  

6. Partnerships that desire to apply for new grants under TQE-P must submit the information annually (subject to the availability of funds) in order to be considered for these grants.  If the collection were not implemented, applicants would be denied the opportunity to receive funds and the Department would be unable to conduct the grant competition and award funds appropriated for this program.

7. There are no special circumstances governing this information collection.

8. A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking was published on pages 6936-6946 of the Federal Register on February 11, 2000.  The NPRM solicited comments for the selection criteria and other elements of the information collection for the TQE Grants Program for States and Partnerships.  In response to comments, a requirement that applicants submit a work plan as part of their TQE-P pre-application was eliminated.

Consultations were held with grantees who received funding with this information collection in the past.  Significant problems were not identified.  A slight increase in burden is requested to respond to the government-wide focus on accountability and rigor in evaluation plans.  The Department will solicit comments on this collection in the Federal Register and share a summary of those comments with OMB.

9. There are no plans to provide any payment or gifts to respondents.

10. There are no additional assurances of confidentiality required beyond those provided in the Privacy Act.

11. The application does not include questions about sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, or other items, which may be considered sensitive and private.

12. The Department estimates that there will be 200 respondents submitting the pre-application form annually, with each respondent using 54 hours to prepare the form for a total of 10,800 hours. (200 x 54 = 10,800)

The Department estimates that there will be 75 respondents submitting the full   application form annually, with each applicant using 200 hours to prepare the form, for a total of 15,000 hours.  (75 x 200 = 15,000)

Total burden for all respondents is estimated at 10,400 hours. (10,800 + 15,000 =   25,800)

Professionals

200 professional staff x 40 hours x $35 per hour

$ 280,000  

75 professional staff x 160 hours x $35 per hour

$ 420,000

Clerical

200 clerical staff x 14 hours x $13 per hour

$ 36,400

75 clerical staff x 40 hours x $13 per hour

$ 39,000 


Total Estimated Cost to Respondents


$775,400

      13.There are no costs to respondents other than those included in item 12.

13. Estimated Cost to the Government:

         Staffing:

         GS-13/10      500 hours x $38.14 per hour             $19,070

(Includes preparation of application and OMB documents; evaluation and prescreening of applications; conduct peer review and making awards.)

            GS 9/5           300 hours x $28.11
                         $8,433

            (Includes support services for preparation and conduct of peer review.)

      Printing:

      (1,000 applications @ $3.33 per copy)

$3,330

      Mailing:

      (500 copies x $2.90 per copy)



$1,540

      Peer Review:

     The Department anticipates conducting an 

      electronic field reading that will not require

      costs related to transportation or lodging;

      (Costs relate to honoraria, advertisements 

       for reviewers & mailing)




$48,600
     TOTAL Estimated Cost



             $85,663

15.  There is a larger application pool because of an increase in available funds and slight increase in burden because of department-wide emphasis on accountability and rigor in evaluation plans.

16.  The results of this information collection will not be published.

17.  The collection of information will not employ any statistical methods.

18.  The expiration date for OMB approval will be displayed on the form.

19.  ED is not requesting any exceptions to the “Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions” of OMB Form 83-I.
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