*** FINAL VERSION 01-03-03 ***


NAEP FOREIGN LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT

School Questionnaire

For High School Foreign Language Department Chairs

For the first time in the fall of 2004, a sample of students across the country, including some students in your school, are responding to a series of questions that are part of the National Assessment of Educational Progress–Foreign Language (NAEP-FL). NAEP-FL focuses on foreign language proficiency, primarily in Spanish. This School Questionnaire focuses on foreign language instructional practices for all foreign languages taught in your school. Analyses of the NAEP-FL assessment will investigate the relationship between student foreign language achievement and various school, teacher, and home factors that may influence this achievement.

We will appreciate it if you will complete this questionnaire as carefully as possible. The information that you provide will be kept confidential. 

NAEP is authorized under Public Law 107–110. While your participation is voluntary, your responses to these questions are needed to make this survey accurate and complete. We realize that you are very busy.

Thank you very much for your help.

Directions for Completing This Questionnaire

The foreign language Department Chair or whoever is most knowledgeable about the foreign language program in your school should complete this questionnaire.

The school principal or other administrator with the knowledge required to answer questions about your school will complete a questionnaire about your school’s characteristics.

Please answer directly on the questionnaire by filling in the appropriate ovals or boxes as directed. Except where explicitly noted, do not include American Sign Language (ASL) or English as a Second Language (ESL) teachers and courses in your responses on foreign language teachers and courses. 

When you are finished, please return the questionnaire to your school’s NAEP coordinator. 

Introduction

1.
What is your position in the school or district?

A
District administrator

B
Principal of the school

C
Foreign language department chair/lead teacher

D
Other foreign language teacher

E
Other (please specify):


Part II: Foreign Language Program
This part of the questionnaire should be completed by the foreign language department chair or lead teacher. If there is no designated department chair or lead teacher, this part of the questionnaire can be completed by the principal, the head of the school, or whoever is most knowledgeable about the foreign language department.

2.
How many people currently teach at least one foreign language course in your school? 
A
None

B
1

C
2

D
3

E
4

F
5

G
6

H
7

I
8

J
9

K
10

L
11

M
12

N
13

O
14

P
15 or more

Teacher Characteristics:

For the remainder of this questionnaire, the term, “foreign language teacher,” refers to any person who teaches at least one foreign language course at your school.

3.
How many foreign language teachers at your school are licensed/credentialed in your state to provide instruction in the language(s) and grade level(s) they are teaching?
A
None of the teachers

B
1–2 teachers

C
3–4 teachers

D
5–7 teachers

E
8–10 teachers

F
11–14 teachers

G
15 or more teachers

4.
How many of the foreign language teachers at your school have three or more years of 
K–12 teaching experience in any foreign language? Do not include the current school year.

A
None of the teachers

B
1–2 teachers

C
3–4 teachers

D
5–7 teachers

E
8–10 teachers

F
11–14 teachers

G
15 or more teachers

5.
How many of the foreign language teachers at your school have the following levels of proficiency in the languages they teach? For teachers of classical languages (such as Latin), consider only reading and writing proficiency.

	
	None of the teachers
	1–2 teachers
	3–4 teachers
	5–7 teachers
	8–10 teachers
	11–14 teachers
	15 or more teachers

	Novice (communicates minimally and with difficulty by using isolated words and memorized phrases)
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G

	Intermediate (can successfully handle various uncomplicated communicative tasks in straightforward situations)
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G

	Advanced (handles with ease and confidence a large number of communicative tasks such as telling stories and providing paragraph length descriptions in present, past and future time)
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G

	Superior (can support opinions using extended discourse and discuss topics abstractly with accuracy and fluency)
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G

	Educated Native Speaker (speaks target language with the ability of an educated native speaker)
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G


Teacher Professional Development/Training:

6.
In the past 12 months (since October 2001), how many of the foreign language teachers at your school have participated in more than six hours of professional development (such as inservice workshops, seminars or conferences) related to foreign language teaching?

A
None of the teachers

B
1–2 teachers

C
3–4 teachers

D
5–7 teachers

E
8–10 teachers

F
11–14 teachers

G
15 or more teachers

7.
In the past 12 months (since October 2001), how many of the foreign language teachers at your school have taken a college or university course related to the language or culture they teach? Do not include first-year teachers.
A
None of the teachers

B
1–2 teachers

C
3–4 teachers

D
5–7 teachers

E
8–10 teachers

F
11–14 teachers

G
15 or more teachers

8.
How many of the foreign language teachers at your school have had firsthand (immersion) experiences of at least two months’ duration related to the language they teach? 

A
None of the teachers

B
1–2 teachers

C
3–4 teachers

D
5–7 teachers

E
8–10 teachers

F
11–14 teachers

G
15 or more teachers


Course Offerings:

9. 
Of the following foreign language courses currently offered to students at your school, what is the highest level offered? Do not include Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses, courses specifically for native speakers, or other courses related to foreign language.
	
	Not 

offered
	1st 

Year
	2nd 

Year
	3rd 

Year
	4th 

Year
	5th Year 
or more

	a. Spanish
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	b. French
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	c. German
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	d. Latin
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	e. Italian
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	f. Japanese
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	g. Russian
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	h. Native American languages
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	i. Other language (please specify)



	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	j. Other language (please specify)



	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	k. Other language (please specify)



	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F


10.
Does your school offer courses in American Sign Language (ASL)?

A
Yes, in the foreign language department

B
Yes, in another department

C
No

11.
Which of the following Advanced Placement (AP) foreign language courses are currently offered to students at your school? Fill in all ovals that apply.

A
Our school does not offer foreign language Advanced Placement courses.

B
Spanish Language

C
Spanish Literature

D
French Language

E
French Literature

F
German Language

G
Latin Literature

H
Latin: Virgil/Vergil

I
Other (please specify):


12.
Which of the following International Baccalaureate (IB) foreign language courses are currently offered to students at your school? Fill in all ovals that apply. 

A
Our school does not offer International Baccalaureate foreign language courses.

B
Spanish

C
French

D
German

E
Latin

F
Other (please specify):


13.
In which of the following languages does your school offer foreign language courses specifically for native and heritage speakers (such as Spanish for Spanish Speakers)? Fill in all ovals that apply.

A
Our school does not offer courses for native speakers.

B
Spanish

C
French

D
German

E
Italian

F
Chinese

G
Tagalog/ Filipino

H
Other(s) (please specify):


14.
Which of the following other courses related to the language(s) taught is offered by your foreign language department? Fill in all ovals that apply.

A
Literature in the language (Do not include Advanced Placement [AP] or International Baccalaureate [IB]courses.)

B
History and culture

C
Current events

D
Language for special purposes (such as travel or work)

E
Other(s) (please specify):


F
None of these courses is offered. (Skip to Question 16.)

15.
Are the courses listed in Question 14 taught in the target language?

A
None of these courses is taught in the target language.
B
Some of these courses are taught in the target language.

C
All or most of these courses are taught in the target language.

Organization & Scheduling of Courses in Grades 9-12:

16.
How is the typical class period scheduled in your school? 

A
traditional schedule (e.g., the same courses at the same time each day)

B
mixed schedule (combination of traditional and block schedules)

C
block schedule
17.
How many times per week are most foreign language classes held at your school?

A
1 day a week

B
2–3 days per week

C
4 days per week

D
5 days a week

18.
For what period of time is a typical foreign language course offered?

A
One quarter (or marking period/report card period)

B
One semester

C
One year

19.
What percentage of the students in your school is currently enrolled in a foreign language course? Fill in one oval on each line. 

	
	Our school does not serve this grade level
	Less than 25%
	25–50%
	51–75%
	Over 75%

	9th-grade
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	10th-grade
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	11th-grade
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	12th-grade
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E


20.
Think of the languages most commonly taught at your school. What is the typical size of an introductory (first-year) class?

A
Fewer than 10 students

B
11–15 students

C
16–20 students

D
21–30 students

E
More than 30 students

21.
Think of the languages most commonly taught at your school. What is the typical size of an advanced (fourth-year or more) class? 

A
Our school does not offer a fourth-year course

B
Fewer than 10 students

C
11–15 students

D
16–20 students

E
21–30 students

F
More than 30 students

22.
Does your school have an enrollment minimum that affects whether a course can be offered?

A
Yes

B
No

23.
How does your school typically handle foreign language courses that have low enrollment? Fill in all ovals that apply.

A
Courses are offered despite low enrollment.

B
Courses are combined with another level in the same language.

C
Courses are changed to independent study.

D
Courses are offered through online or distance learning options.

E
Courses are cancelled.

Requirements & Standards:

24.
What is the total number of years (or Carnegie-unit equivalents) of foreign language coursework required by your school, district, or state for graduation?

A
There is no foreign language requirement of our school or district.

B
One-half year

C
One year

D
Two years

E
Three years

F
Four years

25.
Which of the following standards does your school require foreign language teachers to use as a basis for their curriculum and instruction? Fill in all ovals that apply.

A
My school does not require teachers to use standards.

B
National standards

C
State standards

D
District standards

E
Other (please specify):


26.
For which of the following purposes do teachers or administrators at your school use foreign language standards? Fill in one oval on each line.

	
	Yes
	No

	a. To develop curriculum
	A
	B

	b. To plan instruction
	A
	B

	c. To evaluate instructional materials
	A
	B

	d. To determine professional development needs
	A
	B

	e. To develop or revise tests and assessments
	A
	B

	f. To evaluate teachers’ instruction
	A
	B


27.
How often do the foreign language teachers in your school have scheduled meetings to discuss the foreign language program?

A
We do not have regularly scheduled meetings. (Skip to Question 29)
B
About once a week

C
About once a month

D
One or two times during the school year

28.
For which of the following purposes are these meetings held? Fill in one oval on each line. 

	
	Yes
	No

	a. To develop curriculum
	A
	B

	b. To plan instruction
	A
	B

	c. To discuss students’ learning needs
	A
	B

	d. To improve teaching skills and knowledge
	A
	B

	e. To determine professional development needs
	A
	B

	f. To develop or revise tests and assessments
	A
	B

	g. To discuss departmental needs
	A
	B


Classroom Instruction/Practice:

For Questions 29-32, you will be asked separately about classroom practices in introductory and advanced foreign language courses. To answer Questions 29 and 30, you should estimate the proportion of teachers in your department who use the instructional strategies specified.

29.
What proportion of the teachers in your department uses the following instructional strategies in the introductory (first year) foreign language courses that your department offers? Fill in one oval on each line.

	
	None 
of the teachers does this
	Some
of the teachers do this
	Most 
of the teachers do this
	All 
of the teachers do this

	a. Speak mostly in the target language during each class period
	A
	B
	C
	D

	b. Require students to speak mostly in the target language during each class period
	A
	B
	C
	D

	c. Use a textbook in class for most class periods
	A
	B
	C
	D

	d. Assign homework that requires a textbook for most class periods
	A
	B
	C
	D

	e. Teach grammar rules and vocabulary words during most class periods
	A
	B
	C
	D

	f. Have students listen to the target language on an audiotape or CD more than once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	g. Make comparisons between target cultures and U.S. culture (for example, customs, appropriate behaviors, or products) more than once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	h. Make connections to other subjects (for example, social studies, science, or arts) more than once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	i. Use everyday documents (for example, train schedules, maps, or newspapers) in the target language at least once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	j. Have students read literature in the target language at least once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	k. Have students watch TV or movies in the target language at least once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	l. Have students write reports, essays, or letters in the target language at least once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	m. Require students to complete a group task for which they are required to speak the target language at least once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	n. Have students give an oral presentation in the target language to the class at least once a month
	A
	B
	C
	D

	o. Have students participate in role-plays and dialogues in the target language at least once a month
	A
	B
	C
	D


30.
What proportion of the teachers in your department uses the following instructional strategies in the advanced (fourth year or above) foreign language courses that your department offers? Fill in one oval on each line.

If you do not offer advanced courses, please skip to Question 31.

	
	None 
of the teachers does this
	Some 
of the teachers do this
	Most 
of the teachers do this
	All 
of the teachers do this

	a. Speak mostly in the target language during each class period
	A
	B
	C
	D

	b. Require students to speak mostly in the target language during each class period
	A
	B
	C
	D

	c. Use a textbook in class for most class periods
	A
	B
	C
	D

	d. Assign homework that requires a textbook for most class periods
	A
	B
	C
	D

	e. Teach grammar rules and vocabulary words during most class periods
	A
	B
	C
	D

	f. Have students listen to the target language on an audiotape or CD more than once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	g. Make comparisons between target cultures and U.S. culture (for example, customs, appropriate behaviors, or products) more than once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	h. Make connections to other subjects (for example, social studies, science, or arts) more than once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	i. Use everyday documents (for example, train schedules, maps, or newspapers) in the target language at least once a week
	
	
	
	

	j. Have students read literature in the target language at least once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	k. Have students watch TV or movies in the target language at least once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	l. Have students write reports, essays, or letters in the target language at least once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	m. Require students to complete a group task for which they are required to speak the target language at least once a week
	A
	B
	C
	D

	n. Have students give an oral presentation in the target language to the class at least once a month
	A
	B
	C
	D

	o. Have students participate in role-plays and dialogues in the target language at least once a month
	A
	B
	C
	D


31.
What proportion of teachers in your department regularly uses the following to assess students’ learning in introductory (first year) foreign language courses? Fill in one oval on each line.

	
	None of the teachers uses this
	Some of the teachers use this
	Most of the teachers use this
	All of the teachers use this

	a. Multiple choice questions on grammar and vocabulary 
	A
	B
	C
	D

	b. Listening or reading comprehension tasks
	A
	B
	C
	D

	c. Oral dictations
	A
	B
	C
	D

	d. Simple oral interactive tasks
	A
	B
	C
	D

	e. One- or two-sentence written responses to a written or oral prompt
	A
	B
	C
	D

	f. Oral presentations that are equivalent to a paragraph or more
	A
	B
	C
	D

	g. Writing samples of approximately a paragraph or more
	A
	B
	C
	D

	h. Extended dialogues or role plays
	A
	B
	C
	D

	i. Multiple choice questions on culture, civilization or literature
	A
	B
	C
	D

	j. Extended answer questions on culture, civilization or literature
	A
	B
	C
	D

	k. Face to face conversation on given topics
	A
	B
	C
	D

	l. Other (please specify):

_________________________
	A
	B
	C
	D


32.
What proportion of teachers in your department regularly uses the following to assess students’ learning in advanced (fourth year or above) foreign language courses? Fill in one oval on each line.

If you do not offer advanced courses, please skip to Question 33.

	
	None of the teachers uses this
	Some of the teachers use this
	Most of the teachers use this
	All of the teachers use this

	a. Multiple choice questions on grammar and vocabulary 
	A
	B
	C
	D

	b. Listening or reading comprehension tasks
	A
	B
	C
	D

	c. Oral dictations
	A
	B
	C
	D

	d. Simple oral interactive tasks
	A
	B
	C
	D

	e. One- or two-sentence written responses to a written or oral prompt
	A
	B
	C
	D

	f. Oral presentations that are equivalent to a paragraph or more
	A
	B
	C
	D

	g. Writing samples of approximately a paragraph or more
	A
	B
	C
	D

	h. Extended dialogues or role plays
	A
	B
	C
	D

	i. Multiple choice questions on culture, civilization or literature
	A
	B
	C
	D

	j. Extended answer questions on culture, civilization or literature
	A
	B
	C
	D

	k. Face to face conversation on given topics
	A
	B
	C
	D

	l. Other (please specify):

__________________________
	A
	B
	C
	D


Computer Use for Language Learning:
33.
What proportion of foreign language teachers in your department asks students to use computers to do the following types of activities? Fill in one oval on each line. 

	
	None of the teachers
	Some of the teachers
	Most of the teachers
	All of the teachers

	a. Help students learn and/or practice vocabulary and grammar in the language
	A
	B
	C
	D

	b. Find information for an activity, project, or report in the language
	A
	B
	C
	D

	c. Use word processing to do written assignments in the language
	A
	B
	C
	D

	d. E-mail people in the language
	A
	B
	C
	D

	e. Find information about the cultures in countries where the language is spoken
	A
	B
	C
	D


34.
To what extent does each of the following limit the use of computers for teaching foreign languages? Fill in one oval on each line.
	
	Not 
at all
	Small 
extent
	Moderate extent
	Large 
extent

	a. Lack of computers or poor/ inoperable computers 
	A
	B
	C
	D

	b. Lack of technical support
	A
	B
	C
	D

	c. Lack of training opportunities to build teachers’ technical skills
	A
	B
	C
	D

	d. Lack of access for students to use computers during the school day
	A
	B
	C
	D

	e. Concerns about unsupervised use of the Internet
	A
	B
	C
	D

	f. Lack of funds to purchase relevant programs for foreign language learning
	A
	B
	C
	D


Challenges to the Foreign Language Program:

35.
To what extent is each of the following a challenge for the foreign language program in your school? Fill in one oval on each line.

	
	Not 
at all
	Small 
extent
	Moderate extent
	Large 
extent

	a. Lack of funding
	A
	B
	C
	D

	b. Lack of teachers/staff
	A
	B
	C
	D

	c. Unprepared or inexperienced teachers
	A
	B
	C
	D

	d. Lack of student interest
	A
	B
	C
	D

	e. Lack of adequate space
	A
	B
	C
	D

	f. Large class size
	A
	B
	C
	D

	g. Lack of appropriate materials/equipment
	A
	B
	C
	D

	h. Wide range of student ability
	A
	B
	C
	D

	i. Lack of administrative/ school support
	A
	B
	C
	D

	j. Lack of community support
	A
	B
	C
	D

	k. Other (please specify): __________________________
	A
	B
	C
	D


36.
Does your school provide foreign language distance-learning courses to high school students in other schools? 

A
Yes → Go to Question 37
B
No → Stop here. Thank you for your input.
37.
In which languages does your school provide such foreign language distance-learning courses? Fill in all ovals that apply.

A
Spanish

B
French

C
German

D
Latin

E
Italian

F
Japanese

G
Russian

H
Other (please specify):


38.
Do any students at your school take foreign language distance learning courses that originate at another site?

A
Yes → Go to Question 39
B
No → Stop here. Thank you for your input.
39.
In which languages do students at your school take such foreign language distance-learning courses? Fill in all ovals that apply.

A
Spanish

B
French

C
German

D
Latin

E
Italian

F
Japanese

G
Russian

H
Other (please specify):


THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. PLEASE GIVE THE COMPLETED QUESTIONNAIRE TO YOUR SCHOOL’S NAEP COORDINATOR.
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