MEMORANDUM 




December 10, 2002

To:
Karen Lee,


Desk Officer


Office of Management and Budget

Through:
Kathy Axt,


IMG

From:  
Jack Martin, Assistant Secretary


Office of the Chief Financial Officer 

Subject:  
Request for Emergency Approval for Survey for Ensuring Equal Opportunity for Grant Applicants 

The U.S. Department of Education seeks OMB approval on an emergency and permanent basis of its “Survey on Ensuring Equal Opportunity for Applicants” which tracks the participation level of faith-based and community organizations in grant programs while keeping that data strictly separate from the decision making process.  The ability to utilize this form immediately is critical to the implementation of President Bush’s Faith-based and Community Initiative established by an Executive Order dated January 29, 2001, and to carry out the mandate of Section 3(b) of that order.  

As Congress may enact authorizing and appropriating legislation in mid January 2003 for the U.S. Department of Education and other agencies that will be utilizing this form, it will be necessary to make available grant application materials as soon as possible to expeditiously fund much needed social programs in fiscal year 2003.  This form must be included in grant application packages.  Delay of approval of this form could delay the funding of grant programs.  

This form has been prepared based on discussions with the Office of Management and Budget, the White House of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, and the Department of Education, as well as the Centers for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives at the Department of Health and Human Services, the Department of Labor, the Department of Housing and Urban Development, and the Department of Justice.  The delay in submission of this form has been due to the unanticipated length of time it has taken to incorporate inputs from the above entities and agree on the final language of the form before submission to OMB.  Therefore, the U.S. Department of Education respectfully requests its clearance for use on an emergency basis.   The Department requests approval by January 30, 2003.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.   

If you have any questions concerning the clearance of this package, please do not hesitate to contact Julie Laurel of my staff at (202) 205-8796.

