DRAFT


MEMO

TO:

Karen Lee (OMB)

FROM:
Collette Roney (ED/PPSS)

DATE:

April 30, 2003

RE:

TASSIE Clearance Package (1875-0205)

Thank you for taking time to discuss the clearance package for the state survey for the TASSIE Accountability Study.  The purpose of this memo is to provide you with the additional information you requested.  If I can be of any more assistance in reviewing this package, please feel free to contact me at 202-401-5245 or collette.roney@ed.gov.
Description of Data Sources Listed in Exhibit 4 of the Clearance Package

· CCSSO online survey = State Accountability Profile database being prepared by the Council of Chief State School Officers (includes information from State Consolidated plans for NCLB and from other CCSSO sources, specifically, the State Education Indicators Reports, the annual Survey of State Student Assessment Programs, and the Status of Reporting Across States report.

· CSA = Consolidated State Applications submitted to ED under NCLB for funding for NCLB programs.

· ED assessment report = ED Title I program office records on the status of ED approval of state assessment systems 

· Title I office records = ED Title I program office records regarding peer reviews and ED approval of state accountability systems.

· Westat summary = Monthly summary of state lists of supplemental service provides prepared by Westat for ED.

· SRI Survey = Planned TASSIE State Survey 
Revised Burden Statement

Attached is a revised burden statement.  Because the form only allows for one set of numbers and the hours and numbers for the state survey decrease from the first administration to the second, I revised the form to reflect numbers for the first year (a total of 75 respondents for a total of 100 hours).  The numbers for the second year are a total of 50 respondents for a total of 75 hours.

Field Testing

The survey items developed for the state interviews build upon a previous 50-state accountability study conducted by the Consortium for Policy Research in Education (CPRE).  Items from the CPRE study were adapted to reflect additional accountability issues included in NCLB.  The items were then reviewed by the project director of this previous study (Dr. Margaret Goertz).  In addition, the interview questions were reviewed by two state Title I directors and one state director of assessment and accountability.  

The state reviewers were more interested in process than content.  That is, they wanted to know when the data collection was to take place and how.  They were pleased to hear that we were obtaining a lot of data from secondary sources and then ensuring its accuracy.  The timing of the data collection was of interest since states are in the process of finalizing their accountability workbooks and have not received final approval of their accountability systems (we accounted for this in developing the survey items). Respondents were also concerned that they might not know the answer to all questions and we discussed that more than one individual may have to be interviewed in some states (respondents would help us identify these individuals).  Respondents said they feel it is important to understand the role of the state accountability system for TASSIE and thought that we had identified the important topics in our list of variables (Exhibit 4 in the clearance package).  When asked if they had suggestions for addition to the list of variables, reviewers had none.  

Notification Letter

A copy of the draft notification letter is attached.  I don’t expect this will change much, if at all, for the final version.  I can send you a copy of the final version as soon as it’s ready.

