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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION




(CFDA No.: 84.293C)

Foreign Language Assistance Grants (State Educational Agencies); Notice inviting applications for new awards for fiscal year (FY) 2003.

Note to Applicants:  This notice is a complete application package.  Together with the statute authorizing the program and the Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR), this notice contains all of the information, application forms, and instructions you need to apply for an award under this program.

PURPOSE OF PROGRAM:  The Foreign Language Assistance Program (FLAP) provides grants to State educational agencies for innovative model programs providing for the establishment, improvement, or expansion of foreign language study for elementary and secondary school students.

     For fiscal year (FY) 2003 the competition for new awards focuses on projects designed to meet the priority we describe in the PRIORITY section of this notice.

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS:  State educational agencies (SEAs).

E-MAIL NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR FUNDING:  The Department will be able to develop a more efficient process for reviewing grant applications if it has a better understanding of the number of SEAs that intend to apply for funding under this competition.  Therefore, we strongly encourage each potential applicant to notify the Department with a short e-mail noting the intent to submit an application for funding.  The e-mail should not include information regarding the content of the proposed application.  Please provide the following information:

intent to apply, 2) name of program, such as 84.293C FLAP-SEA, 3) State Department of Education, 4) city, and 5) state.  We request that this e-mail notification be sent no later than February 14, 2003.  The e-mail should be sent to Ms. Amy Weinmann at Amy.Weinmann@ed.gov.  Applicants that do not provide this e-mail notification may still apply for funding.

DEADLINE FOR TRANSMITTAL OF APPLICATIONS: February 28, 2003. 

DEADLINE FOR INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW:  May 14, 2003.

ESTIMATED AVAILABLE FUNDS:  The Administration’s budget request for FY03 does not include funds for this program.  However, we are inviting applications to allow enough time to complete the grant process before the end of the current fiscal year if Congress appropriates funds for this program.

ESTIMATED RANGE OF AWARDS:  $50,000-$100,000

ESTIMATED AVERAGE SIZE OF AWARDS:  $75,000.

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF AWARDS:  26.

NOTE:  The Department is not bound by any estimates in this notice.

PROJECT PERIOD:  36 months.

PAGE LIMIT:  The application narrative (Part III of the application) is where you, the applicant, address the selection criteria that reviewers use to evaluate your application.  You must limit Part III to the equivalent of no more than 35 pages, using the following standards:

· A “page” is 8.5” x 11”, on one side only, with 1” margins at the top, bottom, and both sides.

· Double space (no more than three lines per vertical inch) all text in the application narrative, including titles, headings, footnotes, quotations, references, and captions, as well as all text in charts, tables, figures, and graphs.

· Use a font that is either 12-point or larger or no smaller than 10 pitch (characters per inch).

     The page limit does not apply to Part I, the cover sheet; Part II, the budget section, including the itemized budget breakdown and the narrative budget justification; Part IV, the assurances and certifications; or the one-page abstract.  However, you must include all of the application narrative in Part III.

     We will reject your application if—

· You apply these standards and exceed the page limit; or

· You apply other standards and exceed the equivalent of the page limit.

APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:  (a) The Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) in 34 CFR parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 81, 82, 85, 86, 97, 98 and 99.  

DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM:

     If you are a State educational agency that receives a grant under this program, you must use the funds to support programs that promote systemic approaches to improving foreign language learning in the State.     
     In order to build foreign language program capacity at the State level, cost sharing is required.  You should note that the Federal share of the cost of activities assisted under this program for each fiscal year is 50 percent.  A waiver is not available.  

     The Secretary does not fund projects that propose Native American languages.

COMPETITIVE PRIORITY 

     Under 34 CFR 75.105(c)(2)(i) we award an additional 5 points to an application, depending on whether the application meets the following priority.  These points are in addition to any points the applicant earns under the selection criteria.  

(1)  Applications proposing to address the need for qualified foreign language teachers for elementary and middle school grades.

NOTE:  You should note that at least 75 percent of the funds available under this program must be used for the expansion of foreign language learning in the elementary grades.

COMPETITIVE PREFERENCE
     Under 34 CFR 75.105(c)(2)(ii) we give preference to applications that meet one or more of the following priorities over an application of comparable merit that does not meet one or more of those priorities.

     Note:  There is no advantage in addressing all six priorities, but you should not be dissuaded from addressing more than one if they provide a program that will meet the needs of the students and teachers in your State.

(1)  include intensive summer foreign language programs for professional development; 

(2)  link nonnative English speakers in the community with the schools in order to promote two-way language learning;

(3)  promote the sequential study of a foreign language for students, beginning in elementary schools;

(4)  make effective use of technology, such as computer-assisted instruction, language laboratories, or distance learning, to promote foreign language study;

(5)  promote innovative activities, such as foreign language immersion, partial foreign language immersion, or content-based instruction;

(6)  are carried out through a consortium comprised of the agency receiving the grant and an elementary school or secondary school.

WAIVER OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

     Under the Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C. 553) the Department generally offers interested parties the opportunity to comment on proposed priorities and selection criteria.  Section 437(d)(1) of the General Education Provisions Act, however, exempts from this requirement rules that apply to the first competition under a new or substantially revised program authority.  This is the first competition under the Foreign Language Assistance Program, which was substantially revised by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  The requirements will apply to the FY 2003 grant competition only.

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
     The secretary requires successful applicants to submit annual performance reports that document the grantee's yearly progress toward meeting expected programmatic outcomes.  These outcomes should be based on measurable performance objectives.  The Secretary will use these reports to measure the success of the grantee's project, and the reports will contribute to a broader knowledge base about high-quality, effective foreign language programs.  In addition, grantees will be required to submit a final performance report, due no later than 90 days after the end of the project period.

SELECTION CRITERIA
     We use the following selection criteria to evaluate applications for new grants under this competition.


The maximum score for all of these criteria is 100 points.


The maximum score for each criterion is indicated in parentheses.

(a)  Significance.  (10 points)  


Under 34 CFR 75.209 we evaluate an application by determining how well the project proposed by the applicant meets the following statutory provisions:

(i)  The extent to which the proposed program promotes systemic approaches to improving foreign language learning in the State.

(ii)  The extent to which the project will result in an effective effort to establish, improve, or expand foreign language teaching and learning.

(b) Quality of the project design. (30 points)

     In determining the quality of the design of the proposed project, we consider the following factors:

(i)  The extent to which the project design represents a comprehensive plan which effectively links identified needs, goals, objectives, activities and outcomes.  

(ii)  The extent to which the goals, objectives and outcomes are clearly specified and measurable.

(iii)  The extent to which the design of the proposed project incorporates the National Foreign Language Standards and up-to-date knowledge from research and effective practice.

(c) Quality of Project Services.  (8 points)

     In determining the quality of the services to be provided by the proposed project, we consider the following factors:

(i)  The quality and sufficiency of strategies for ensuring equal access and treatment for eligible project participants who are members of groups that have traditionally been underrepresented based on race, color, national origin, gender, age, or disability.

(ii)  The extent to which the services to be provided by the proposed project are appropriate to the needs of the intended recipients or beneficiaries of those services.  

(d)  Quality of Project Personnel.  (8 points)

     In determining the quality of project personnel, we consider the following:

(i)  The extent to which the applicant encourages applications for employment from persons who are members of groups that have traditionally been underrepresented based on race, color, national origin, gender, age, or disability.

(ii)  The qualifications, including relevant training and experience, of the project director and key project personnel as required by position descriptions.

(e)  Adequacy of Resources.  (8 points)

     In determining the adequacy of resources for the proposed project, we consider the following factors:

(i)  The extent to which the budget is adequate to support the proposed project.

(ii)  The extent to which the costs are reasonable in relation to the objectives, design, and potential significance of the proposed project.

(f)  Quality of the Management Plan.  (20 points)

     In determining the quality of the management plan for the proposed project, we consider the following factors:

(i)  The effectiveness of the management plan in demonstrating how the objectives and activities of the proposed project will be achieved on time, and within budget, including clearly defined responsibilities of staff, timelines, benchmarks, continuous improvement strategies and milestones for accomplishing project tasks.

(ii)  The extent to which the time commitments of the project director and other key project personnel are appropriate and adequate to meet the objectives of the proposed project.

(g)  Quality of the Project Evaluation.  (16 points)

      In determining the quality of the project evaluation, we consider the following factors:

(i)  The extent to which the methods of evaluation are thorough, feasible, and appropriate to the goals, objectives, and outcomes of the proposed project.

(ii)  The extent to which the evaluation plan will produce quantitative and qualitative data.

(iii)  The extent to which the evaluation will provide performance feedback and permit periodic assessment of progress toward achieving intended outcomes, such as, project implementation, participant progress, increases in the number of qualified foreign language teachers, and systemic improvement of foreign language learning in the State.

(iv)  The extent to which the evaluation will provide quantifiable data reflecting:

(a) student proficiency in reading, writing, comprehending and communicating in the foreign language,

(b) the building of State capacity to continue program components beyond the grant period, and 

(c) the usage of the National Foreign Language Standards (Communication, Culture, Connections, Comparisons and Communities).

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW OF FEDERAL PROGRAMS
     This program is subject to Executive Order 12372 (Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs) and the regulations in 34 CFR part 79.


One of the objectives of the Executive order is to foster an intergovernmental partnership and a strengthened federalism.  The Executive order relies on processes developed by State and local governments for coordination and review of proposed Federal financial assistance.


If you are an applicant, you must contact the appropriate State Single Point of Contact (SPOC) to find out about, and to comply with, the State’s process under Executive Order 12372.  If you propose to perform activities in more than one State, you should immediately contact the SPOC for each of those States and follow the procedure established in each State under the Executive order.  If you want to know the name and address of any SPOC, see the latest official SPOC list on the Web site of the Office of Management and Budget at the following address:     http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants/spoc.html


In States that have not established a process or chosen a program for review, State, areawide, regional, and local entities may submit comments directly to the Department.  


Any State Process Recommendation and other comments submitted by a State Single Point of Contact and any comments from State, areawide, regional, and local entities must be mailed or hand-delivered by the date indicated in the actual application notice to the following address:  The Secretary, E.O. 12372--CFDA# 84.293C, U.S. Department of Education, room 7E200, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20202-0125.


We will determine proof of mailing on the same basis as applications (see 34 CFR 75.102).  Recommendations or comments may be hand-delivered until 4:30 p.m. (Washington, DC time) on the date indicated in this notice.


PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS ADDRESS IS NOT THE SAME ADDRESS AS THE ONE TO WHICH AN APPLICANT SUBMITS ITS COMPLETED APPLICATION.  DO NOT SEND APPLICATIONS TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS. 

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS AND FORMS


The Appendix to this notice contains all required forms and instructions, a statement regarding estimated public reporting burden, a notice to applicants regarding compliance with section 427 of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA), various assurances, certifications and a checklist for applicants. 

· Application for Federal Assistance (ED 424 (Exp. 11/30/2004)) and instructions and definitions.

· Protection of Human Subjects in Research (Attachment to ED 424).

· Budget Information--Non-Construction Programs (ED Form No. 524).  Including Section A--Budget Summary, U.S. Department of Education Funds; Section B--Budget Summary, Non-Federal Funds; and Instructions for ED Form 524 containing Section C--Other Budget Information to provide an Itemized Budget Breakdown. 

· Application Narrative.

· Group Application Certification.

· Foreign Language Data Form.

· Project Documentation.

· Assurances--Non-Construction Programs (Standard Form 424B) (Rev. 7-97).

· Certifications regarding Lobbying; Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters; and Drug-Free Workplace Requirements (ED 80-0013, 12/98) and instructions. 

· Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion: Lower Tier Covered Transactions (ED 80-0014, 9/90) and instructions. 

· Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (Standard Form LLL (Rev. 7-97)) and instructions.

· Notice to All Applicants concerning the Department of Education’s General Education Provisions Act (GEPA).  
· Program Non-Regulatory Guidance.

     You may submit information on a photocopy of the application forms, the assurances, and the certifications.  However, you must submit ONE original signed application, including ink signatures on all forms and assurances and TWO copies of the application.  Please mark each application as original or copy.  We will not award a grant unless we have received a completed application form.



Individuals with disabilities may obtain this document in an alternative format (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, or computer diskette) on request to either of the program contact persons listed under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.  However, the Department is not able to reproduce in an alternative format the standard forms included in this application notice.

ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO THIS DOCUMENT:


You may view this document, as well as all other Department of Education documents published in the Federal Register, in text or Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) on the Internet at the following site:



www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister



To use PDF you must have Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is available free at this site.  If you have questions about using PDF, call the U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO), toll free at 1-888-293-6498; or in the Washington, DC area at (202) 512-1530.

     You may also view this document at the following site:

http://www.ed.gov/offices/OELA/funding.html




Note:  The official version of this document is the document published in the Federal Register.  Free Internet access to the official edition of the Federal Register and the Code of Federal Regulations is available on GPO Access at:



http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/index.html

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:



You may contact either of the following: 

East of the Mississippi River--Rebecca Richey, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, room 5617, Switzer Building, Washington, DC 20202-6510.  Telephone: (202) 205-9717 or via Internet:



rebecca.richey@ed.gov
West of the Mississippi River--Itzetht Testa-Salcedo, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, room 5629, Switzer Building, Washington, DC 20202-6510.  Telephone: (202) 205-8726 or via Internet:



itzetht.testa-salcedo@ed.gov 



If you use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD), you may call the Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR TRANSMITTING APPLICATIONS



If you want to apply for a grant and be considered for funding, you must meet the following deadline requirements:



(a) If You Send Your Application by Mail


You must mail the original and two copies on or before the deadline date.  Mail your application to:



U.S. Department of Education



Application Control Center



Attention: (CFDA# (84.293C)



7th and D Streets, SW.



Room 3633



Regional Office Building 3



Washington, DC 20202-4725

You must show one of the following as proof of mailing:


(1)  A legibly dated U.S. Postal Service postmark.


(2)  A legible mail receipt with the date of mailing stamped by the U.S. Postal Service.


(3)  A dated shipping label, invoice, or receipt from a commercial carrier.


(4)  Any other proof of mailing acceptable to the Secretary.


If you mail an application through the U.S. Postal Service, we do not accept either of the following as proof of mailing:


(1)  A private metered postmark.

(2) A mail receipt that is not dated by the U.S. Postal Service.


Note: The Department encourages you to consider using an alternative delivery method (for example, a commercial carrier, such as Federal Express or United Parcel Service; U. S. Postal Service Express Mail; or a courier service) to transmit your application for this competition.  If you use an alternative delivery method, please obtain the appropriate proof of mailing under this section (a) “If You Send Your Application by Mail,” then follow the instructions in section (b) “If You Deliver Your Application by Hand.”


(b) If You Deliver Your Application by Hand

You or your courier must hand deliver the original and two copies by 4:30 p.m. (Washington, DC time) on or before the deadline date.  Deliver your application to:


U.S. Department of Education


Application Control Center


Attention: (CFDA #293C)


7th and D Streets, SW.


Room 3633


Regional Office Building 3


Washington, DC 20202-4725


The Application Control Center accepts application deliveries daily between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. (Washington, DC time), except Saturdays, Sundays and Federal holidays.  The Center accepts application deliveries through the D Street entrance only.  A person delivering an application must show identification to enter the building.  


Notes

(1)  The U.S. Postal Service does not uniformly provide a dated postmark.  Before relying on this method, you should check with your local post office.


(2)  If you send your application by mail or if you or your courier delivers it by hand, the Application Control Center will mail a Grant Application Receipt Acknowledgment to you.  If you do not receive the notification of application receipt within 15 days from the date of mailing the application, you should call the U. S. Department of Education Application Control Center at (202) 708-9493.


(3)  If your application is late, we will notify you that we will not consider the application.



(4)  You must indicate on the envelope and—if not provided by the Department—in Item 4 of the Application for Federal Education Assistance (ED 424 (exp. 11/30/2004)) the CFDA number—and suffix letter, if any—of the competition under which you are submitting your application.
PROGRAM AUTHORITY:  20 U.S.C. 7259-7259b.
Dated:






Maria H. Ferrier,

Director, Office of English Language Acquisition, Language Enhancement, and Academic Achievement for Limited English Proficient Students.

APPENDIX

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ESTIMATED PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1885-0544.  Expiration date: /  /    .  We estimate the time required to complete this information collection to average 80 hours per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data needed, and complete and review the collection of information.  If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate or suggestions for improving this form, please write to:  U.S. Department of Education, Washington, D.C. 20202-4651.


If you have comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual submission of this form, write directly to: Office of English Language Acquisition, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Room 5626, Switzer Building, Washington, DC 20202-6510.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICATION NARRATIVE

Before preparing the Application Narrative you should read carefully the description of the program, the information regarding priorities, preferences and the selection criteria we use to evaluate applications.  

     Note:  The section on PAGE LIMIT elsewhere in this application notice applies to your application.

     1.  Abstract.  The narrative section should be preceded by a one-page, single-spaced Abstract summarizing your proposed Foreign Language Assistance Program.  The Abstract should include a short description of the project design, goals, objectives, and competitive priorities the project proposes to address.  Also, include a short description of the population to be served, and how the proposed program will not duplicate other projects funded under Subpart 1 of Part A of Title VII of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended by the Improving American's Schools Act, Public Law 107-110.

     2.  Table of Contents.  Include a Table of Contents listing the parts of the narrative in the order of the selection criteria and the page numbers where the parts of the narrative are found.  Be sure to number the pages of the narrative.

3.  Selection Criteria.  The narrative should address fully all aspects of the selection criteria in the order listed and should give detailed information regarding each criterion.  Do not simply paraphrase the criteria.  Do not include resumes.  Instead, provide position descriptions for key personnel.  Do not include bibliographies, letters of support or appendices in your application.  Paginate all pages of the narrative.  This package includes Program Guidance (Questions and Answers) to assist you in preparing the narrative portion of your application.    

CHECKLIST FOR APPLICANTS

     Use the following checklist to verify that all necessary items are addressed in your final application preparation.  Prepare one original with an original signature and include two additional copies. Do not use elaborate bindings, notebooks or covers.  The application package must be delivered to the Application Control Center (ACC) and postmarked by the deadline date published in this notice.  

1.  Application for Federal Assistance (ED 424 (Exp. 11/30/2004)).

2.  Budget Information--Non-Construction Programs (ED Form No. 524).  

· Section A--Complete the Budget Summary for U.S.      Department of Education Funds requested for Project Years 1, 2 and 3, 

· Section B--Complete the Budget Summary for Non-Federal Funds (local cost sharing) for Project Years 1, 2 and 3, and

· Section C--Provide an Itemized Budget Breakdown for Project Years 1, 2 and 3.  

· A Budget Narrative may be provided for each of the 11 Budget Categories.  It may be placed directly after the three Itemized Budgets and does not require double spacing or page numbers.

3.  Group Application Certification, if more than one LEA is applying.

4.  Foreign Language Data Form.

5.  Project Documentation, including:  

· A letter documenting consultation with nonprofit private school officials, and 

· A copy of Section II--with the appropriate box checked or text circled.

6.  Assurances--Non-Construction Programs (Standard Form 424B) (Rev. 7-97).

7.  Certifications regarding Lobbying; Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters; and Drug-Free Workplace Requirements (ED 80-0013, 12/98). 

8.  Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion: Lower Tier Covered Transactions (ED 80-0014, 9/90) and instructions. (NOTE: ED 80-0014 is intended for the use of grantees and should not be transmitted to the Department.)

9.  Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (Standard Form LLL (Rev. 7-97)) if applicable.

10. Applicant's response to the "Notice to All Applicants" concerning the Department of Education’s General Education Provisions Act (GEPA).

11. Copy of letter to State Single Point of Contact (SPOC), if applicable.

12. Abstract.

13. Table of Contents.

14. Application Narrative.  No more than 35 pages using the section on PAGE LIMIT elsewhere in this application.
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