MEMORANDUM


    U.S. Department of Education







              WASHINGTON D.C. 20202










October 10, 2002

TO:

Lauren Whittenberg



Office of Management and Budget

FROM:

General Manager for Students


Federal Student Aid 

SUBJECT:
Clearance Package for the Students Portal Website

Attached is the package of materials for clearing the Portal’s information collection process.  The package contains the following materials:

· OMB-83-1 Request for OMB Review

· Supporting Statement for Paperwork Reduction Act Submission

· The ‘Instrument’ (Website screen shots from the ‘FSA Students Portal’)

· Higher Education Act of 1965 and 1998 Amendments

Federal Student Aid (FSA) of the U.S. Department of Education seeks to establish a registration system within the ‘FSA Students Portal’, an Internet Portal Website (hereafter ‘the Website’).  Attached are the 1998 Amendments to the Higher Education Act of 1965, which articulate the administrative provisions for the delivery of student financial assistance through FSA as a designated Performance Based Organization (PBO). The collection of information through the Website is necessary in order for FSA to fulfill various missions as a PBO-designate, these include: “to implement an open, common, integrated system for the delivery of student financial assistance under title IV”; and “to develop and maintain a student financial assistance system that contains complete, accurate and timely data to ensure program integrity.” (Section 141, sub-section a, 2-E)

The Website makes the college application process faster, accurate and more efficient by making it an automated, electronic process that targets financial aid and college applications.  In addition, the Website will facilitate, upon the user’s request, the pre-population of key data fields on the FAFSA, thereby saving the users time, reducing errors and redundancy.  The Website will also provide a database of demographic information that will help FSA target the distribution of financial aid materials to specific groups of students and/or parents.  For example, studies have shown that providing student financial assistance information to middle school (or elementary school) students and/or their parents dramatically increases the likelihood that those students will attend college.  The demographic information from the Website will help us to identify potential customers in the middle school age range and is information that was previously unavailable to us.  

I look forward to receiving more feedback from the community on this new draft during the 30-day comment period.  If you have any questions about the attached material, please contact Adam Essex, at 202-377-3515







Jennifer Douglas





CC:  
Joseph Schubert: ED, Office of the Chief Information Officer


Adam Essex: ED, Federal Student Aid, Office of the General Manager for Students

