SUPPORTING STATEMENT


FOR PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NLCB) authorizes the Secretary to make grants to State educational agencies (SEA) in accordance with the Education for Homeless Children and Youths formula grant program [Section 722 (a)].  The legislation clearly outlines the eligibility criteria that the States must meet in order for the Secretary to grant awards.  An eligible State must submit an application to the Secretary providing a comprehensive plan and assurances for the education of homeless children and youth within the State. 

As a part of the State Plan application for McKinney-Vento funds, States are required to assure that, no later than January 31, 2003, the SEA will provide to the Secretary, for each LEA that received a subgrant from the State’s FY 2001 McKinney-Vento allocation, the following information for homeless students served by the subgrant during the 2001-2002 school year: the number of homeless students enrolled in the grade levels assessed by the State (for 2001-2002); the number of such students assessed; and number of such students at or above the State’s proficiency level.

Under Section 724 the Secretary is authorized to gather information from SEAs in order to determine the extent to which State educational agencies are ensuring that each homeless child and homeless youth has access to a free appropriate public education. Therefore, the collection of information is necessary for the Department to collect information from SEAs on the Education for Homeless Children and Youth program.  The Office of Elementary and Secondary Education of the U.S. Department of Education is seeking OMB approval. The Department is requesting OMB approval of this collection in a timely manner to allow SEAs to review its contents and submit requested information by January 31, 2002.

2. The information is collected through a data form submitted by State education agencies.  The Department uses that information to determine if homeless students are accessing services

3. The collection of information does not involve the use of automated, electronic,  mechanical, or other technological collection techniques or other forms of information technology, e.g. permitting electronic submission of responses.

3. The information is relevant only to applications under the new legislation that was signed January 2002. There is no similar information available in other forms or as the result of other information collections.  This information collection does not duplicate any other information collection effort.

4. The respondents are State educational agencies.

5. The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 only awards Education for Homeless Children and Youth formula grants to SEAs based on applications, as outlined in the legislation.  The Department does not have the authority to permit a State to waive Federal education requirements unless a SEA meets all legislated criterion set forth in an application to the Secretary.  

6. We do not foresee any special circumstances to arise that will require such manners of information to be collected.

7. Consultations with personnel from within the Department of Education and other agencies have been conducted.  Meetings such as these provide opportunities to solicit feedback regarding issues and concerns regarding the issues and concerns with the implementation of the program, including the collection package.

8. No payments or gifts to respondents have been made.

9. There is no assurance of confidentiality.

10. There are no questions of a sensitive nature.

11. A.
Burden Hours for Respondents
The maximum number of respondents is 51.  The average burden per response is 12 hours and number of responses per applicant is one.  The data collection occurs only once. Based on 51 responses to the application which will have an average of 12 hours per applicant to complete the application package, the total burden is approximately 612 hours.

B.
Cost to Respondents

Primary costs to respondents fall into the following categories:  preparation of the application and mailing.  Based on the estimate that 51 applications will be submitted, costs to respondents are estimated to be the following:

51 apps. X 12 hours/ application x $26*/hour =

$15,912.00

51 apps. X  $2.50/application for mailing      =

$     127.50

Total Cost to Respondents


=

$16,039.50

Professional Salary: $37,000 / 2088 hrs. = $17.72 hr.

Support Salary:  $17,000/ 2088 hrs.        = $  8.14 hr. 






     * $25.86 hr. 







13.
There are no costs that (a) meet the criteria for inclusion under this item, and (b) that have not been addressed in either item #12 or #14.

14. Estimated Federal Costs:

Program personnel:

1 persons @ $38.50/hr x 51 hours (1 hour x 51 applications) = $1,963.50

Printing and mailing of the application package

51 applications x $2.50 per application

$127.50

15.
There is no burden on the current OMB inventory.

16.       There are no plans to publish the results of this data collection.

17. No request is being made to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection.

18. There are no exceptions for certification.

B. COLLECTION OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This information collection does not employ statistical methods.






