TO: Lauren Wittenberg, OMB

FROM: Joan Krejci Griggs

DATE: August 29, 2002

RE: Clearance of FIPSE Comprehensive Program Final Report Guidelines

The Comprehensive Program is a discretionary grant award program of the Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE). Grants made under this program are expected to contribute new information in educational practice that can be shared with others.  Thus, the Final Report that the Department requires of all grant recipients at the end of their grant period is particularly important to FIPSE.  It provides the evidence regarding the extent to which the project has been successful and has lesson for others to learn.  The Final Reports have also now been linked with FIPSE's own program performance indicators for the Department.

We are submitting, therefore, in a more formal fashion for OMB clearance, the questions that we have been giving grantees to guide them in writing their Final Reports.  In conversations with program officers over the last two years, grantees have indicated that these flexible, open-ended questions are helpful and that the list of possible dissemination activities clarifies what the Department means by "dissemination."

Please don't hesitate to call me if you have any questions about the attached guidelines for Comprehensive Program Final Reports. I'm available at 202-502-7518; joan.griggs@ed.gov.

