August 5, 2002

TO:

Karen Lee



OMB Desk Officer

FROM:
Sylvia Wright, Director



School Support and Technology Programs

SUBJECT:
Clearance for OMB NO: 1810-0576-the Consolidated State Application

In the 5.7.2002 OMB memo that accompanied the approval of our request for an emergency clearance of the Consolidated State Application, OMB listed the Terms of Clearance that must be met in the resubmission of the Consolidated State Application for regular clearance.  As we resubmit the Consolidated State Application for regular clearance, the following paragraph addresses OMB’s requirement, as stated in the Terms of Clearance, that we reflect the data standards and data rationalization and synthesis efforts defined by the PBDMI. 

The Performance Based Data Management Initiative (PBDMI) and the Consolidated State Application and performance report share the following objectives:

· Reducing reporting burden on the part of the States

· Improving the accuracy, timeliness, and utility of information reported in a performance report

· Creating a partnership between ED and the State based on common data standards and an effort to continually work towards more efficient and effective data management

· Improving the efficiency of the data collection and management process by incorporating the most current Internet-based technologies.

Since the conceptualization of the Consolidated State Application, we have been in communication with the PBDMI group and continue to work with the group in the development of the performance report aligned to the application.

