APPENDIX B:  State’s Efforts to Implement ESEA Programs in Ways That Support Increased Student Achievement

As they carry out the ESEA programs included in their consolidated applications, States will plan and implement a number of key activities in ways that may cut across program boundaries.  Some of these activities will be funded with ESEA program funds reserved for administration or State-level activities.  However, since many of these activities will be tightly connected to State initiatives, the source of funding – Federal or State – may not be an important consideration.   

States should base the discussion of the items in this section of the consolidated application on the ESEA programs they have included in their consolidated applications.  (A number of these elements would have States provide “evidence” that they have established requisite content standards.  The Department will issue guidance on what kind of evidence it will expect to see.)

1. Describe the State’s system of standards, 

assessments, and accountability and provide evidence that it meets the requirements of NCLB, including the following:
a.  Provide evidence that the State has adopted 

challenging content standards in mathematics and reading/language arts in accordance with the Title I, Part A statute, and where not previously submitted.  If the State modifies its currently approved content standards in mathematics, reading, or language arts, submit evidence that the modified standards meet the requirements of section 1111(b)(1). 

b.   Provide evidence that the State has adopted 

challenging academic content standards in science that meet the requirements of section 1111(b)(1) or, if these standards have yet to be adopted, submit a timeline for their development and submit evidence when it is available, but no later than May 2005.

c.   For assessments in subjects and at grade-levels 

not previously approved, provide evidence that the State, in consultation with LEAs, has implemented assessments in mathematics, reading or language arts, and science that meet the requirements of section 1111(b)(3) and are in accordance with the schedule provided in that provision.  For assessments not yet in place, provide a detailed timeline for their development and implementation, and submit evidence when the assessments are complete, no later than indicated in the following schedule (or the timeline established in a prior timeline waiver or compliance agreement).

Assessments
Subjects:  Mathematics. 

Grades:  3-8.  

Implement by:  2005-06.  

Submit evidence by:  May 2005.

Subject: Reading / Language Arts.
Grades:  3-8.  

Implement by:  2005-06.  

Submit evidence by:  May 2005.

Subject:  Science.  

Grades:  Elementary (3-5); Middle (6-9); High School (10-12).

Implement by:  2007-2008.

Submit evidence by:  May 2007.

d.  For academic achievement standards not previously approved, provide evidence that the State in consultation with LEAs either-- 

 Has set academic achievement standards in mathematics, reading/language arts, and science that meet the requirements of section 1111(b)(1) and in accordance with the schedule provided in section 1111(b)(3), or 

Where these standards are not yet set, provide a detailed timeline for their adoption, and submit evidence when they are adopted, no later than indicated in the following schedule (or on the timeline established in a prior timeline waiver or compliance agreement).

Academic Achievement Standards
Subjects:  Mathematics. 

Grades:  3-8.  

Implement by:  2005-06.  

Submit evidence by:  May 2005.

Subject: Reading / Language Arts.
Grades:  3-8.  

Implement by:  2005-06.  

Submit evidence by:  May 2005.

Subject:  Science.  

Grades:  Elementary (3-5); Middle (6-9); High School (10-12).

Implement by:  2007-2008.

Submit evidence by:  May 2007.

e.  Describe how the State defines its starting point for the percentage of students meeting or exceeding the State’s proficient level (or provide a timeline for defining the starting point and for submitting this information).

d.  Provide the State’s definition of annual

yearly progress (or provide a timeline for determining the definition and for submitting the definition):

i.  For the percentage of students meeting or 

exceeding the State’s proficient level, provide --

·  The starting point percentage; 

·  The intermediate goals; and

·  The timeline.

ii.   High school graduation rate (target).

iii.  One other academic indicator, applicable to 

elementary schools, and its target.

iv.   Any other (optional) indicators and their 

targets.

 
g.  Provide evidence that the State has a single accountability system that uses the same criteria, based primarily on assessments consistent with section 1111(b), for determining whether a school has made adequate yearly progress, regardless of whether the school receives Title I or other Federal funds.

h.  Identify the languages present in the student-population to be assessed, languages in which the State administers assessments, and languages in which the State will need to administer assessments.

i.  Describe the status of the State’s effort to 

establish standards and annual measurable achievement objectives that relate to the development and attainment of English proficiency by limited English proficient children.  These standards and objectives must be derived from the domains of speaking, listening, reading, writing, and comprehension, and be aligned with the State academic content and student academic achievement standards as required by section 1111(b)(1).  If they are not yet established, describe the State’s plan and timeline for completing the development of these standards and achievement objectives to the Department.  

2. Describe key procedures, selection criteria, and 

priorities the State will use to award competitive subgrants (or contracts) to the entities and for the activities required by the program statutes of applicable programs included in the consolidated application.  States should include a description of how, for each program, these selection criteria and priorities will promote improved academic achievement.  Applicable included programs are: 

Even Start Family Literacy (Title I, part B).

Education of Migrant Children (Title I, Part C).

Prevention and Intervention for Children Who Are Neglected, Delinquent, or At-Risk – Local Agency Programs (Title I, Part D, subpart 2).

Comprehensive School Reform (Title I, Part F).

Teacher and Principal Training and Recruitment Fund – subgrants to eligible partnerships (Title II, Part A, Subpart 3).

Enhanced Education Through Technology (Title II, Part D).

Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities – reservation for the Governor (Title IV, Part A, section 4112.  

21st Century Community Learning Centers (Title IV, part B). 

4.  Describe how the State will monitor and provide professional development and technical assistance to LEAs, schools, and other subgrantees to help them implement their programs and meet the States’ (and those entities’ own) performance goals and objectives.  This should include a description of assistance the SEA will provide to LEAs, schools, and other subgrantees in identifying and implementing effective instructional programs and practices based on scientific research.

5.  Describe the Statewide system of support under 

section 1117 to ensure that all schools meet the State’s academic content and student achievement standards, including how the State will provide assistance to low-performing schools.  

6. Describe the activities the State will conduct 

to  –  

·  Help Title I schools make effective use of 

schoolwide programs to improve the achievement of all students; 

·  Ensure that all teachers, particularly those in 

high-poverty areas and those in schools in need of improvement, are highly qualified.  This description should include the help States will provide to LEAs and schools to (i) conduct effective professional development activities; (ii) recruit and hire highly qualified teachers including through alternative routes to licensure or certification; and (iii) retain highly qualified teachers.  

·  Help LEAs with a high need for technology, 

high percentages or numbers of children in poverty, and low-performing schools form partnerships with other LEAs, institutions of higher education (IHEs), libraries, and other private and public profit and non-profit entities with technology expertise to improve the use of technology in instruction. 

·  Promote parental and community participation in  

schools.

·  Secure the baseline and follow-up data identified 

in section II of the consolidated application application.

7.   Briefly describe how State officials and staff will coordinate the various ESEA-funded programs and State-level activities the State administers, and how the State will coordinate with other organizations, such as business, IHEs, nonprofit organizations and other State agencies, and with other Federal programs (including Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act, the Head Start Act, the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act, and the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act).

8.  Describe the strategies the State will use to 

determine, on a regular basis, whether LEAs, schools, and other subgrantees are making satisfactory progress in meeting State and local goals and desired program outcomes.  In doing so, the State should also describe how it will use data it gathers from subgrantees on how well they are meeting State performance objectives and the actions the State will take to determine or revise interventions for any LEAs, schools, and other subgrantees that are not making substantial progress. 
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