SUPPORTING STATEMENT

A. Justification

1. English Language Acquisition: Native American and Alaska Native Children in School Program is authorized under Subpart 1, of Title III of the English Language Acquisition, Language Enhancement, and Academic Achievement Act,  as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, hereinafter called the Act (Section 3112 of Public Law 107-110).  The purpose of the Native American and Alaska Native Children in School Program is to provide grants to eligible entities that support language instruction educational projects for limited English proficient (LEP) children from Native American, Alaska Native, native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander backgrounds.  The program is designed to ensure that LEP children master English and meet the same rigorous standards for academic achievement that all children are expected to meet. Supported programs may include the study of Native American languages. work in language instruction educational programs or serve LEP students, Section 3112, Public Law 107-110. The term “eligible entities” means: an Indian tribe, a tribally sanctioned educational authority, a Native Hawaiian or Native American Pacific Islander, native language educational organizations, an elementary, secondary or postsecondary school operated or funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs or a consortium of such schools.

Section 3112 of the Public Law 107-110 requires submission of an application to the Department for a grant under this program.  In order to implement this requirement, the Department requests OMB approval of the attached “Application for Grants under the Native American and Alaska Native Children in School Program”.

The attached application notice is a regular Application Package.  It contains all of the information, forms, and instructions needed to apply for a grant under the Native American and Alaska Native Children in School Program, including selection criteria based on statutory provisions and the criteria currently authorized in section 75.210 of EDGAR.

This discretionary grant application falls under the Regular Clearance Process for Discretionary Grant Information Collection, 1885-0551.

2. The requested information is to be provided by eligible entities on a one-time basis in applications for new four-year grants.  Applications for new grants are expected to be made available annually by the Department.  The Department needs and uses the information provided by applicants to make grants.

3. The application will be available, in text or portable document format (pdf), on the World Wide Web at the Department’s site.  It will be available in the online version of the Federal Register.  Electronic access to this document will relieve potential applicants of the need to request an application from the Department and wait for the arrival of a hard copy in the mail.

4. The application requirements are related to requests for assistance under a specific grant program.  These requirements do not appear in any other information collection request and therefore are not duplicative.

5. The proposed application will not have a significant impact on a substantial number of small entities.

6. Section 3112 of the Public Law 107-110 requires submission of an application to the Department for a grant under this program.  Failure to collect the information annually in applications for new grants would both seriously hinder the implementation of the Act and result in inappropriate expenditure of Federal funds on projects that do not meet the purpose or requirements of the Act.

7. There are no special circumstances that would require the information collection  to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with the general information collection guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.6.

8. Consultation with representatives of eligible entities that are likely to be affected by the information collection occurs through ongoing telephone contact and at annual national and regional conferences sponsored by the Department’s Office of  the Office of English Language Acquisition, Language Enhancement, and Academic Achievement.  These consultations have been effective in resolving any major problems related to these matters.  

9. No payment or gift will be provided to responders.

10. No assurance of confidentiality will be provided to respondents.

11. The requested information will not include matters of a sensitive nature that are commonly considered private.

12. Hour Burden for Respondents 

Approximately 100 respondents are expected to submit annually an application for a new grant.  The hour burden for each respondent is estimated to be 82 hours. The total annual hour burden for all respondents combined is estimated to be 8,200 hours.  

Cost to Respondents 
The annual cost of the hour burden for each respondent is estimated to be $2,100.  This estimate is based on the following costs:

$1,860

62 professional hours @ $30/hour

$240

20 clerical hours @12/hour

13. The information collection will not involve any capital and start-up costs or costs related to operation, maintenance, or purchase of services.

14. Estimated annual cost to the Federal government to process the information collection is $31,728.  This estimate is based on the following costs:

$10,530
Publishing of application in the Federal Register


26 pages @ $405/page

$120

Initial processing of applications at Application Control Center



10 clerical hours @ $12/hour

$600

Screening of applications for eligibility



20 professional hours @ $30/hour

$1,740

Preparation for field reader review



50 professional hours @ $30/hour and



20 clerical hours @ $12/hour

$15,900
Field reader review of applications



Honorarium costs for 20 readers @ $135.00 day x 5 days and 



120 professional hours @ $30/hour (training and monitoring of 



readers by staff)

$198

Establishment of rank order of application scores



5 professional hours @ $30/hour



4 clerical hours @  $12/hour

$2,400

Preparation of funding documentations



80 professional hours @ $30/hour

$240

Preparation of grant award documents



8 professional hours @ $30/hour



15. The information collection is a revision of a currently approved collection.

16. Not applicable.  The results of the information collection will not be published.

17. Not applicable.  The expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection will be displayed.

18. Not applicable. There are no exceptions to the certification statement identified in Item 20 of OMB Form 83-I.

B. Collection of Information Employing Statistical Methods


Not applicable.  The use of statistical methods would not reduce burden or improve accuracy of results.
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