
24 Month National Parent Letter

{CHILD ID}

{MOTHER'S FIRST, MIDDLE, AND LAST NAME}

{STREET1}

{STREET2}

{CITY} {STATE} {ZIP}
Dear Ms. {MOTHER'S LAST NAME}:

Once again I am pleased to ask you and your child to join in the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort (ECLS-B).  As you may remember, we contacted you about a year ago as part of a study about the early learning experiences of children.  

The National Center for Education Statistics, the National Center for Health Statistics, and many other Federal agencies sponsor this study.  The ECLS-B is being done for NCES by Westat, a research company in Rockville, Maryland.

Now that your child is about 2 years old, we would like you and your child to join in the 24-month interview.  There are almost 11,000 children in this study. 

We plan to follow the growth and development of the children in this study from birth through the end of the first grade.  We plan to come back when your child is about 4, 5, and 6 years old.  Each interview will take about 90 minutes.  

It is important that each and every child take part so that the study will describe the early experiences of all toddlers in the United States accurately. Taking part in this study is completely voluntary.  You do not have to take part or to let your child take part.  If you choose to join the study, you are free to leave the study at any time or to choose not to answer any question you do not want to answer. There are no penalties if you choose not to take part or to leave the study.  

What you tell us in this study is private and will be kept private to the fullest extent allowed by law.  What you tell us will be used for research and statistical reports.  No information about an individual child or parent will be reported.  

Parents play a big part in the early years of their child's growth.  We want you to join our study.  A trained ECLS-B interviewer from Westat will call on you soon to tell you more about the study and to ask you to take part.  

If you agree to take part, the interviewer will ask you some questions about your child’s health, development, behavior, and experiences in child care. The interviewer will also ask you questions about yourself, your health and your family’s health, your family routines, and your child care experiences.  The interviewer will watch your child play and learn a new skill, such as building a tower of blocks and kicking a ball.  The interview will take about 90 minutes.

You are very important to the success of the ECLS-B.  The information you give us will improve the quality of education and child care programs.  We hope that you will join us again in this exciting study.  We will give you $30 and a gift for your child to thank you for being a part of the study.

Thank you for your time.  If you have any questions about the study, please call Brad Edwards at 1-800-247-6056.  If you have any questions or concerns about your rights in this research study, call Sam Peng at 1-800-672-2289.

Sincerely yours,
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Brad Edwards

Project Director

BE/RRR



24 Month Resident Father

Dear _______________:


I am pleased to ask you to join in a new and exciting study of children’s early learning experiences.  This research study is called the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort (ECLS-B).  The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) and many other Federal agencies sponsor this study.  The ECLS-B is being done for NCES by Westat, a research company in Rockville, Maryland.


This is the first national study to look at the growth and learning experiences of babies and young children.  We want to know how early life experiences shape a child's learning and growth.


There are almost 11,000 children in the study.  It is important that each and every child take part so that the study will describe the early experiences of all toddlers in the United States accurately. 


Your child, ____________________, and ____________________ have already done their part.  Now we would like your views about being a father and to learn more about you and your family.  There is very little information about fathers of young children, especially from fathers themselves.  Thus, you are a very important part of this study.  Because this is a scientific study, we cannot replace your answers with anyone else’s.  Taking part in this study completely voluntary.  You may choose not to answer any question.  There are no penalties if you choose not to take part. 


You are very important to the success of the ECLS-B.  The information you give us can help answer many questions about fathers and young children.  We hope that you will join us in this exciting study.  You and your family were given $30 to thank you for being part of this study.


The questions in this booklet are about you, _____________________, and ___________________.  Whenever the words the child or your child are used, we mean _____________________.  You will be asked about things you do with your child, how you feel about being a father, your family life, your health, and your background.

All information collected during this study is private and will be kept private to the fullest extent allowed by law.  What you tell us will be used for research and statistical reports.  No information about an individual child or parent will be reported.  The questionnaire should take about 15 minutes to complete.  When you are done, please put it in the postage-paid envelope provided, and mail it back to us. 


Thank you for your time.  If you have any questions about the study, please call Brad Edwards at 1-800-247-6056.  If you have any questions or concerns about your rights as a survey participant, call Sam Peng at 1-800-672-2289.

Sincerely yours, 
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Brad Edwards

Project Director

BE/RFF


24 Month Nonresident Father

Dear ___________________________:

I am pleased to ask you to join in a new and exciting study of children’s early learning experiences.  This research study is called the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort (ECLS-B).  The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) and many other Federal agencies sponsor this study.  The ECLS-B is being done for NCES by Westat, a research company in Rockville, Maryland.

This is the first national study to look at the growth and learning experiences of babies and young children.  We want to know how early life experiences shape a child's learning and growth.

________________________ and ______________________ are taking part in this study. ___________________________ said that you were ___________________________’s father and told us how to get in touch with you. ___________________________ is one of almost 11,000 children in this study. 

The growth and development of ___________________________ and the other children in the ECLS-B will be followed from birth through the end of first grade.  _________________________ and _________________________ already are part of the study.  We will be contacting them again when ___________________________ is about 4, and 6 years old.  We interviewed fathers (both those who lived with their children and those who lived apart from their children) when the children were 9-months.  We are interviewing them now that the children are 2 years old.  We are seeking funds to interview them one or two more times, when the children are older. 

You are an important part of this study.  There has been increased public interest in the role that fathers play in their children's lives.  However, there is very little information about fathers of young children, especially from the fathers themselves.  Because this is a scientific study, we cannot replace your answers with anyone else’s.  The information you give us can help answer many questions about fathers and young children.  We are giving you $20 to thank you for being part of this study.

The questions we are asking are about you and __________________.  Whenever the terms the child or your child are used, we mean __________________.  You will be asked about how often you see __________________, how you feel about yourself as a father, things you have done for __________________, and things about yourself.

All information collected in this study is private and will be kept private to the fullest extent allowed by law.  What you tell us will be used for research and statistical reports.  No information about an individual child or parent will be reported.  The questionnaire should take about 10 minutes to complete. When you are done, please put it in the postage-paid envelope provided, and mail it back to us.  Taking part in this study is completely voluntary.  You may choose not want to answer any question.  There are no penalties if you choose not to take part in the study.  

Thank you for your time.  If you have any questions about the study, please call Brad Edwards at 1-800-247-6056.  If you have any questions or concerns about your rights as a survey participant, call Sam Peng at 1-800-672-2289.

Sincerely yours,
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Brad Edwards

Project Director

BE/NRS


Parent Consent Form

Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort (ECLS-B)

You and your child are being asked to take part once again in the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort.  The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), and other Federal agencies are sponsoring this research study.  The ECLS-B is being done for NCES by Westat, a research company in Rockville, Maryland.  This research study will tell us about the health, growth, and early experiences of children in the United States.  It will help us learn how children's early experiences will affect their growth and readiness for school.  

Your child was picked from birth records of children born in 2001.  There are almost 11,000 children in the study.

During this study, there will be 5 interviews.  The first interview took place when your child was about 9-months old.  Other interviews will take place when your child is about 2 years old, 4 years old, and when your child is in kindergarten and first grade.  Each interview will take about 90 minutes.

A Westat interviewer will come to your home and ask you questions about your child's health, behavior, and growth.  The interviewer will also ask you questions about yourself, your health and your family’s health, your family routines, and stressful life events.  The interviewer will ask to watch your child play and learn a new activity, such as building a tower of blocks and kicking a ball.  The interviewer will also ask to videotape a play activity between you and your child.  The interviewer will also ask to measure your child's height and weight.  

As part of this study, we want to learn about the care that children receive from people other than their parents.  If your child is receiving care from someone other than a parent, the interviewer will ask you for permission to contact your child care provider.  We will ask the child care provider about the care they give to your child.  

Soon after this interview, someone from Westat may call you to check the interviewer's work and to make sure all of the study questions are asked in the same way.  We may call other people about how to get in touch with you if we cannot find you for the next interview.  

What you tell us will help us learn how children’s early experiences affect their learning and growth.  All health and growth data we collect will be kept private.  We will give a code number to you and your family members to protect your privacy.  We will let researchers use a special version of the study data without any names.  These researchers must follow very strict procedures to protect your privacy.  

We ask questions and keep information private as required by Federal Law.  The Public Health Service Act (42 USC 242k and 242m), and the National Education Statistics Act of 1994 (20 USC 9003a and 9007, as amended) let us collect information.  The Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552a) requires us to keep private information that could identify an individual person.  These laws limit the use of the data to research and statistical reports only.  There is one exception.  The Attorney General of the United States could get information collected in this study under court order to use to investigate and prosecute acts of terrorism.
You may choose to take part in the study or not.  No penalties or loss of benefits will come if you choose not to take part.  If you choose to take part, you may choose not to answer any question or to leave the study at any time.  

We will give you $30 and a book for your child to thank you for being part of the study.

If you have any questions about the study, please call Brad Edwards at 1-800-247-6056.  If you have any questions about your rights as a survey participant, call Sam Peng at 1-800-672-2289.

I have read the information above.  I freely agree to take part in the ECLS-B study.  I know that data about me, my child, and my family will be released only as described.

NAME OF CHILD:
__________________________________
ID _________________

____________________________________________
__________________________

Signature of parent/guardian




Date

____________________________________________
__________________________

Signature of staff member




Date

Print name of respondent

_______________________
_______________________
__________________________

First



Middle



Last

Public response burden:  time for this collection of information is estimated to average 90 minutes per response.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-4651.  The valid OMB control number for this information is 1850-0756, expires 11/30/2002.

Consent Form for Videotaping the Two Bags Task

Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort

We are asking you to take part in the Two Bags Task, a play activity between you and your child. We will give you two bags with play things inside. We will ask to open these bags with your child while we videotape you.  This will take about 10 minutes.  The videotape will be used only for research and statistical reports and will be kept strictly private.

We will destroy the videotape of you and your child when the study is completed.

You may choose to let us videotape you and your child or not.  There will be no penalties or loss of benefits if you choose not be videotaped. 

If you have any questions about the study, please call Brad Edwards at 1-800-247-6056.  If you have any questions about your rights as a survey participant, call Sam Peng at 1-800-672-2289.

I have read the information above.  I freely agree to allow myself and my child to be videotaped for the ECLS-B study.  I understand that the videotape about me and my child will be released only as described.

NAME OF CHILD:
__________________________________
ID _________________

____________________________________________
__________________________

Signature of parent/guardian




Date

____________________________________________
__________________________

Signature of staff member




Date

Print name of respondent

_______________________
_______________________
__________________________

First



Middle



Last

We keep information private as required by Federal Law.  The Public Health Service Act (42 USC 242k and 242m) and the National Education Statistics Act of 1994 (20 USC 9003a and 9007, as amended) let us collect information.  The Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552a) requires us to keep private information that could identify an individual person.  These laws limit the use of the data to research and statistical reports only.  There is one exception.  The Attorney General of the United States could get information collected in this study under court order to use to investigate and prosecute acts of terrorism.
Public response burden:  Time for this collection of information is estimated to average 5 minutes per response.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-4651.  The valid OMB control number for this information is 1850-0756, expires 11/30/2002.

Permission Form to Contact Child Care Providers

Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort (ECLS-B)

As part of the ECLS-B, child care providers of children in the study will be interviewed when the children are 2 years old.  We are asking you to let us to talk to your child’s child care provider about her/his care.  Westat will send this form along with a letter to your child care provider.  That letter will tell the provider that you said it was okay for a Westat interviewer to ask them questions about your child.  The interview will be done over the telephone.  It will take about 5 minutes for center directors (center-based care only).  It will take about 30 minutes for child care providers (center- and home-based care).  The child care observation will take about 3 hours.  It will be scheduled at a time that is good for the provider.

Any information collected during the study is private and will be kept private to the fullest extent allowed by law.  We will let your child care provider know that you gave us their name and information on how to contact them.  The child care provider will be told that you gave your permission for them to talk to us about your child’s care and to let us visit the child care setting.  No information given by your child care provider or center director will be given to you, to your care child provider, or to other child care staff.  Also, no information from the visit to the child care setting will be given to you, to your child care provider, or to other child care staff.

Taking part in this study is completely voluntary. Your provider does not have to take part.  If he or she chooses to take part in this study, it will not affect any license your child care provider may have to be a child care provider.  It will also not affect any vouchers or subsides the provider may receive. Your provider may choose not to answer any question and may stop taking part in the study at any time.

Your child care provider/center will be given $20 to thank them for being in the telephone interview part of the study.  You child care provider/center will be given an additional $30 to thank them for being in the child care observation part of the study.

I have read this form or had it read to me.  I give the ECLS-B permission to contact my child’s child care provider/child care center.

NAME OF CHILD:
__________________________________
ID:  _____________

_________________________________________

_______________________

Signature of parent/guardian




Date

____________________________________________

_______________________

Signature of Westat staff member



Date

Print name of respondent

_______________________
_______________________
________________________

First



Middle



Last

Permission Form to Contact Child Care Providers

Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort (ECLS-B)

As part of the ECLS-B, child care providers of children in the study will be interviewed when the children are 2 years old.  We are asking you to let us to talk to your child’s child care provider about her/his care.  Westat will send this form along with a letter to your child care provider.  That letter will tell the provider that you said it was okay for a Westat interviewer to ask them questions about your child.  The interview will be done over the telephone.  It will take about 5 minutes for center directors (center-based care only).  It will take about 30 minutes for child care providers (center- and home-based care).

Any information collected during the study is private and will be kept private to the fullest extent allowed by law.  We will let your child care provider know that you gave us their name and information on how to contact them.  The child care provider will be told that you gave your permission for them to talk to us about your child’s care.  No information given by your child care provider or center director will be given to you, to your child care provider, or to other child care staff.

Taking part in this study is completely voluntary. Your provider does not have to take part.  If he or she chooses to take part in this study, it will not affect any license your child care provider may have to be a child care provider.  It will also not affect any vouchers or subsides the provider may receive. Your provider may choose not to answer any question and may stop taking part in the study at any time.

Your child care provider/center will be given $20 to thank them for being in the study.

I have read this form or had it read to me.  I give the ECLS-B permission to contact my child’s child care provider/child care center.

NAME OF CHILD:
__________________________________
ID:  _____________

_________________________________________

_______________________

Signature of parent/guardian




Date

____________________________________________

_______________________

Signature of Westat staff member



Date

Print name of respondent

_______________________
_______________________
________________________

First



Middle



Last

ECLS-B information is collected under Authority of the following:  Section 308(d) of the Public Health Service Act (42 USC 242m) and the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552a), which state that we are forbidden to release any information that identifies you or your family to anyone, for any purpose, without your consent.  Under Section 404(a) of the National Education Statistics Act of 1994, Title IV of the Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994, Public Law 103-382, as amended, NCES is authorized to collect information about infants and children.  This Act also protects the privacy of your data to the fullest extent permitted by law.  Public response burden: time for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-4651.  The valid OMB control number for this information is 1850-0756, expires 11/30/2002.





ECLS-B information is collected under Authority of the following:  Section 308(d) of the Public Health Service Act (42 USC 242m) and the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552a), which state that we are forbidden to release any information that identifies you or your family to anyone, for any purpose, without your consent.  Under Section 404(a) of the National Education Statistics Act of 1994, Title IV of the Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994, Public Law 103-382, as amended, NCES is authorized to collect information about infants and children.  This Act also protects the privacy of your data to the fullest extent permitted by law.  Public response burden: time for this collection of information is estimated to average 20 minutes per response.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-4651.  The valid OMB control number for this information is 1850-0756, expires 11/30/2002.








ECLS-B information is collected under Authority of the following:  Section 308(d) of the Public Health Service Act (42 USC 242m) and the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552a), which state that we are forbidden to release any information that identifies you or your family to anyone, for any purpose, without your consent.  Under Section 404(a) of the National Education Statistics Act of 1994, Title IV of the Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994, Public Law 103-382, as amended, NCES is authorized to collect information about infants and children.  This Act also protects the privacy of your data to the fullest extent permitted by law.  Public response burden: time for this collection of information is estimated to average 90 minutes per response.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-4651.  The valid OMB control number for this information is 1850-0756, expires 11/30/2002.








